
 

 Hollywood legend Burt Reynolds passed away on September 6, 
2018. ñTo simply say he was an iconic actor would be too confining ï 
he was also a director, international superstar and proud Palm Beach 
County resident who supported our stateôs film and television industry 
by attracting production and investing in the education of our Florida 
students,ò said Film Commissioner Chuck Elderd. Mr. Reynolds was a 
longtime friend and supporter of The Palm Beaches Student 
Showcase of Films (SSOF), awarding a scholarship in his name for 
nearly two decades. ñThe Burt Reynolds Scholarship became the 

pinnacle of the SSOF awards show. He clearly relished his time getting to 
know aspiring student filmmakers every year and honoring them on the 
SSOF stage,ò said Deputy Film Commissioner & SSOF Executive 
Producer Michelle Hillery. Mr. Reynolds also offered educational 
opportunities for writers, actors and filmmakers at the Burt Reynolds 
Institute of Film & Theatre (BRIFT). ñBurt was a mentor for many of 
PBCôs emerging talent through the Institute, and he was actively engaged 
right up until his final days with us,ò said BRIFT Chairman Douglas Rill. 
 

For six decades, Burt Reynolds put us on the edge of our 
seats, made us cheer for the underdog and burst out 
laughing. ñTo the world, he was an iconic movie star. To the 
friends he grew up with in PBC, he was Buddy. To his 
students, he was a mentor and an inspiration. The world will 
miss Burt Reynolds. And we in his home town will miss him 
most of all.ò -Kenneth Spillias, FTC Board Chair. 
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    USPA Global Licensing Inc. (USPAGL) 
is proud to partner with the PBC Tourist 
Development Council (TDC) on 
sponsoring a new television and streaming 
show The Polo Life, a 30-minute 
experience that takes viewers inside the 
sport and lifestyle surrounding the world of 
polo. Produced by local production 
company KO-MAR, The Polo Life debuted 
Labor Day weekend and reached over 60 million households on 
the TVG Network.  USPAGL will place the show in many of the 
1,000 U.S. Polo Assn. retail stores that span across 100 
countries, as well as on multiple digital platforms including the 
companyôs website at uspolo.org, reaching millions of consumers 
globally. ñWe are proud to partner with the TDC and KO-MAR on 

such a compelling show that will be 
shared with a global audience,ò said J. 
Michael Prince, President & CEO of 
USPAGL. To watch the show on-
demand, visit ThePalmBeaches.TV.   

 Palm Beach County resident Rob 
òVanilla Iceó Van Winkle and his crew are 
back to renovating homes in The Palm 
Beaches for an all-new season of The 
Vanilla Ice Project. Season 8 premiered on 
the DIY Network in August, and new episodes are currently 
airing Saturday nights at 10pm. The ñgo-to destination for home 
improvement televisionò broadcasts this show to 53 million 
homes, featuring towns like Wellington and Lake Worth.  
 

Fans of the hip-hop icon turned knock-out home renovator can 
also stream the show for free on the networkôs award-winning 
website, DIYnetwork.com. During a recent interview on The KVJ 
Show (97.9fm WRMF), Ice revealed that heôs already filming 
season 9 of the show and praised PBC for being a ñgreat area for 

real estate, for living, and for 
building huge mansions and 
showcasing them to the world.ò  
For more episodes and info, 
visit diynetwork.com/shows/the-
vanilla-ice-project. 

2195 Southern Boulevard, Suite 520 

West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

pbfilm.com  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

In Smokey and the Bandit 

At the 2018 SSOF 

With 2016 BR Scholarship Finalists 

http://pbfilm.com/
http://pbfilm.com/


MEDICAL MYSTERIES AT ST. MARYõS 

Boynton Beach filmmakers Chrys Calixte and Breion Moses 
recently released their latest feature film, True Colors. Written, 
directed and produced by Calixte, the film is a psychological crime 
thriller about a boyfriend who plans a home invasion against his 
girlfriend to pay back a hefty debt. ñWe had a great experience 
filming throughout South Florida and working with the talented 
local cast and crew based here,ò said Calixte. The film is available 
on both maverickentertainment.cc and Amazon, and was 

released in select Walmart stores on 
September 4. Both graduates of Florida A&M 
University, Moses and Calixte joined together 
to create Seven Hillz Production, LLC and 
are currently in pre-production on a new film 
titled Epoch, which will be filmed throughout 
PBC. For all those interested in positions in 
front of and behind the camera, email 
seven.hillz@artlover.com. 

  

 Beyond The Pines Productions out 
of Boynton Beach recently released the 
first episode of a new non-sequitur im-
prov comedy web series titled The 
Stage. The Stage follows an amateur 
videographer who quits his day job and 
endeavors to put a band together to kick 
start his music career. The camera trails 
on laughable moments with main character Sko Gudiño, with 
improvised dry humor in the vein of mockumentaries like Curb 
Your Enthusiasm & The Office. ñOur goal is to be completely 
crowd-funded, however, weôll still release content out of our own 
pockets for as long as we need to get our work out,ò said Pro-
ducer Dominic Anaya. The first three episodes were filmed at 
Old School Square in Delray Beach, with future episodes to 
be filmed throughout The Palm Beaches. Watch The Stage Ep. 
1 - Making The Band on YouTube and check the production 
team out online at beyondthepinesproductions.com. 
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Body Bizarre, a medical documentary TV 
series airing on Discovery Life, brought its 
latest medical mystery to The Palm Beaches 
when a contributor flew over from the United 
Kingdom to undergo major life-changing 
surgery. Body Bizarre travels around the 
world uncovering the true stories of people living with mysterious 
and inexplicable medical anomalies. British production company 
Barcroft Media filmed footage for a season seven episode at St. 
Maryõs Medical Center in West Palm Beach, as well as at the 
Palm Beach International Airport and Flagler Drive 
waterfront. ñOur director found it such a lovely place to film,ò 
said Munira Mnyusiwalla, Junior Production Manager. Body 

Bizarre is the most successful series to 
air on Discoveryôs TLC Network and the 
new season will air globally in 2019. 
Check out more unbelievable stories at 
discoverylife.com/tv-shows/body-bizarre. 
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     In an effort to engage and show-
case local production talent and 
creativity, The South Florida Fair, 
Palm Beach County Expositions, 
Inc. and the Film & Television Com-
mission (FTC) invited qualified pro-
duction companies to submit proposals for a series of commer-
cials in advance of the upcoming 2019 South Florida Fair. ñIt 
was really refreshing to learn how many qualified production firms 
we have right here in the County. Thanks to the assistance of the 
FTC, the process ran smoother than we anticipated, and we are 
very excited about working with Brave Man Media,ò said Vicki 
Chouris, Vice President/COO of the Fair. Each January since 
1912, over a half-million visitors enjoy 17 fun filled days at the 
South Florida Fair, one of Floridaôs oldest and largest community 

events. See more at 
southfloridafair.com. 

     PBC has been home for stars and legends. In addition to celebrities, television stars and musicians, world-class    
authors such like James Patterson and Tim Dorsey find true inspiration in The Palm Beaches. Wellington resident 

Steve Alten is the author of the popular novel Meg: A Novel of Deep Terror, the book which 
inspired this summerôs hottest box office smash, The Meg. This action-packed megalodon mon-
ster movie is the long-awaited adaptation of Altenôs popular book. Both the book and the film fol-
low a deep-sea diver (played by Jason Statham) who encounters an almost 70-foot carcharadon 
megalodon, a species of mega-shark previously believed to be extinct. Things went swimmingly 
at the box office for The Meg, with the film earning $45.3 million domestically for an opening 
weekend total of $141.3 million internationally ï the biggest debut of all time for any live-action 
shark movie. Altenôs rich universe is an excellent starting point for any probable sequels. ñEach 
one ups the ante on the last one,ò said the author. Learn more about local author Steve Alten at stevealten.com and 
see more about the film at themeg.movie. 
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