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NEW DIRECTOR STEPS INTO THE SPOTLIGHT

October 2009

Hometown favorite and Hollywood legend Burt Reynolds, announced the appointment
of Kenneth Kay as the new executive director of the Burt Reynolds Museum and
Burt Reynolds Institute for Film and Theatre (BRIFT). In making the announcement, Reynolds stated that, “Ken’s experience as an actor, director and arts administrator
will expose our students to new possibilities and provide real impetus for our growth. I
look forward to working with him and to expanding BRIFT’s presence in the community.”
Burt Reynolds In his role, Kay will expand BRIFT through the addition of new classes, invitations to visiting artists and the production of films and plays. “This is a continuation of the lessons I learned as an apprentice 30 years ago, where Mr. Reynolds talked to us about the importance of giving back,” said Kay.
Kay will work closely with Reynolds, board of directors’ chair, Suzanne Niedland, and vice
chair Kathleen Kozinski to expand BRIFT’s reach and vision.
Reynolds will soon film a special tribute in L.A. for his friend and fellow actor Charles Durning. Over the
years, Reynolds has used his celebrity in many good ways, such as enhancing the Town of
Jupiter’s exposure in the world and contributing to the development of the local film industry. Films that Reynolds starred in occupied 145 hours of time on TV during a nine day period last month. More than 2,500 people attended the opening of the Burt Reynolds &
Friends Museum in 2003, a non-profit organization, which houses a collection of memorabilia and currently serves as the home for BRIFT. For more info visit brift.org.
Ken Kay

UNLIKELY TV STARS REEL IN ATTENTION

NEW SOUNDSTAGE BEING BUILT IN PBC

Could the Loch Ness Monster have
retired and moved to Florida? As reported in last month’s Focus on Film,
Palm Beach County (PBC) has two
mysterious sea creatures lurking
Muck Monster
among us. The original was featured in
an episode of Monster Quest on the History Channel, and the
newest creature nicknamed the Muck Monster, has extended its
15 minutes of fame, by becoming late night fodder on The Late
Show with David Letterman. Letterman devoted a Top Ten List
to the County’s newest tourist attraction. “The Top 10 Questions
Received by PBC Authorities about the Muck Monster.”

The G-Star School of the Arts and the
G-Star Studios is building the largest
motion picture sound stage in South Florida, and one of the biggest in the state. Greg Hauptner, G-Star
Founder just announced that the sound stage is now funded, and
slated for completion in April 2010! This 45' high sound stage, will
also have the ability to convert into a theater for live performances and movie premieres. It has special waterproofing and drainage for hurricane-type scenes and a dynamic smoke elimination
system for forest fire-type scenes. From its inception, G-Star Studios has been set up for the production of feature films with budgets of $10 million and under. With the new sound stage G-Star
can accommodate films with budgets between $25-$50 million.

Even though nobody has actually seen the Muck
Monster, only a ripple in the water, West Palm
Beach City Commissioners voted to make the
Muck Monster an official West Palm Beach resident. “We wanted to officially declare the Muck
Monster as a part of the City,” said Commissioner
David Letterman
Bill Moss. Stay tuned!

This past summer the G-Star Foundation created a scholarship
program that funded the school’s first feature-length film, It’s a
Dog Gone Tale: Destiny’s Stand. According to Hauptner, G-Star
will eventually fund up to four feature films per year, thus creating
a self-sustaining film industry in PBC. For info call 561.386.6275.

Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission
1555 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd., Suite 900
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
pbfilm.com | 561.233.1000
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CRIME SHOW BRINGS AUDIENCE
BEYOND POLICE TAPE

PARTY ON THE BEACH!
Comical goings-on at an exclusive golf club is the
subject of the movie, Caddyshack starring Chevy
Chase, Rodney Dangerfield and Cindy Morgan.
Scenes from the movie were shot locally in 1979
including the dinner and dancing scene that was
filmed at the Boca Raton Resort and Club.
The movie is now turning 30 years old, and the
Boca Raton Resort and Club has teamed up with
the Palm Beach International Film Festival to celebrate.

America’s Most Wanted (AMW), the
Fox television show that helps bring
criminals to justice, was in town filming
last month. The production team from
STF Productions in Bethesda, MD came
to Palm Beach County to re-enact a
Filming a scene for AMW in
crime scene at a home in unincorpounincorporated Lake Worth
rated Lake Worth. “I would film in Palm
Beach County anytime. My clients were thrilled with their experiThe event is aptly named “Party on the Beach” and it will take
ence,” said Adam Schwarz, Location Manager. The episode is
place on Saturday, October 24 at 8:00pm at the new beach
focused on finding the suspected murderer of Palm Beach County
club at the Boca Raton Resort and Club. Lie on the beach and
resident Daniel Rivera, who was shot to death earlier this year.
watch Caddyshack on a movie screen. There will even be a special
The crew stayed at the West Palm Beach Marriott during pro- guest appearance by Cindy Morgan. Tickets must be purchased in
duction. The show airs every Saturday 9/8c. For more information advance. For more info on the
event call 561.362.0003.
please visit amw.com.

PRODUCER INSPIRES YOUNG TALENT

CUE THE BIRDS!

Get ready to rock as Disney Channel star Mitchel
Birding Adventures, a new TV show
Musso (Hannah Montana) performs in a concert at
where bids of a feather adventure
Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter on October 15!
together, is filming in Palm Beach
The concert is being organized by Sound Tree EnterCounty (PBC). Hosted by animal entainment, a subsidiary of ESB Productions in
thusiast James Currie, the show will feature incredible birding
Delray Beach, a company that also holds workshops
encounters with different species that inhabit PBC. “PBC is one
for
aspiring
talent
throughout the country. ESB Executive Proof the best counties in all of Florida to go birding. Some of the
most easily seen species in the county are highly sought after by ducer Gregory James produces a one-day traveling workshop
with John D'Aquino, who stars in Hannah Montana and a 5-day
people from around the world,” said Currie.
acting camp in Los Angeles with D'Aquino and Disney Casting
“Eco-tourism is an important part of the destination, and the Director Joey Paul. The next workshop with John D’Aquino will
CVB expects this program to highlight the abundant variety and be held on October 17 from 9:00am-3:30pm at Bak Middle
superb quality of birding locations throughout the County,” said School of the Arts. For more info call 1.888.332.6700 Ext.104.
Jorge Pesquera, President & CEO, PBC Convention and VisiJames has also received clearance from the PBC School District to
tor’s Bureau. The show airs on Fox
teach at local schools under the Safe Schools and Character EducaSports Net on Saturdays at 7:30am ET
tion Program. “This is exciting as we visit with different schools and
and on the Untamed Sports Network
get to meet with local kids and promote an
on Mondays at 3:30pm and 11:00pm and
empowering message,” said James. For concert
Thursdays at 11:30am and 7:30pm. For
James Currie with a
info visit soundtreeentertainment.com.
more info visit birdingadventures.com.
Florida Scrub-Jay

TODAY SHOW IN BELLE GLADE

C-SPAN ANNOUNCES FILM COMPETITION

A crew from The Today Show on NBC was in
town to film “Princess Gisselle’s Day,” a day that
honored Gisselle Gonzalez, a young girl from
Belle Glade who has terminal cancer. Hundreds of people
showed up at Belle Glade Elementary School for a spaghetti
dinner fundraiser to benefit Gisselle and her family. Today correspondent Jenna Hager was there to cover the celebration. “It
was a very exhilarating experience for those who have worked
really hard to help Giselle and her family. Then to have a national
network come to town with the daughter of a former President,
did a lot for their morale and it recognized their work,” said Palm
Beach County School District Public Information Officer Nat
Harrington. Coverage can be found on wptv.com.

C-Span representatives came to Palm
Beach County schools to speak with students and teachers about C-Span’s 2010
StudentCam documentary film competition. StudentCam is an annual
documentary competition that encourages students to create a
short film about issues affecting their communities and the nation.
This year’s contest theme asks middle and high school students to
address: “One of our country’s greatest strengths” or “A challenge
the country is facing.” A total of $50,000 will be awarded in cash
prizes, which includes 75 student awards, and 11 teacher awards.
The grand prize winner with the best entry will be awarded $5,000.
The deadline is January 20, 2010. For info visit studentcam.org.

FORMER STUDENT SHOWCASE OF FILM WINNERS AND WHERE ARE THEY NOW
The Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission takes great pride in following the professional careers of our
former Palm Beach International Film Festivals (PBIFF) Student Showcase of Films (SSOF) winners. Here is an update
on three of them. Max Adams placed 2nd in the 2009 SSOF for his Feature/Short/Documentary College category
with his film Precious Cargo. A Florida State University alumni Max recently worked on the Pilot Episode of HBO’s new
series Boardwalk/Empire with Martin Scorsese and Stuart Dryburgh.
Lee Cipolla placed 1st in the 2002 Feature/Short/Documentary High School category with his film Taken Away. Lee
Max Adams
attended Krop High School in Aventura. Lee recently sold two of his independently made films to Grindstone Entertainment with DVD
distribution by Lionsgate Home Entertainment. Lee recently wrapped up his locally produced feature film directorial debut Harder They
Fall and is doing the Film Festival rounds. He is also in development of his second feature film tentatively entitled Nemesis 305.

Lee Cipolla

Gregory Goyins placed 1st in the 2009 SSOF Screenwriting category with his screenplay The Conversation. After Gregory graduated with Honors & Distinction from Palm
Beach Community College, he went on to accept a full scholarship to the Dodge
College of Film and Media Arts at Chapman University. Gregory took his SSOF prize
money of $750 to start a joint venture production company, Quill and Camera. He is
now in pre-production with his winning screenplay. For more info call 561.233.1000.

DISABILITY ADVOCATE TURNS TO
PRODUCTION COMPANIES
Rose Lee Archer, an award-winning TV Producer & Host of the Rose Lee Archer Show
on the ION Media Network, continues to
be a passionate advocate to people with disabilities. Her weekly show focuses on a variety
of social issues affecting the public. The show
also works in alliance with the Archer Disability Foundation
(ADF) by expanding the message of their disability mentoring
outreach program in PBC. ADF mentored over 350 students
and job seekers with disabilities last year. October is National
Disability Employment Awareness Month and Archer is advocating for production companies to hire a person with disabilities.

Gregory Goyins

PBC ISLAND HOSTS DEBUT OF NEW SERIES
It’s all about fun in the family-friendly
television series, Let’s Go Camping
TV, which features Peanut Island as
its first destination! The new series produced by Noble Productions in RiviPeanut Island Campfire
era Beach guides viewers to awe-inspiring destinations and places
of interest while introducing the latest camping innovations. The
host of Let’s Go Camping TV, Marty Perrone had a vision to create a show suitable for all audiences. Together with camp cook,
Toni Perrone (Marty’s little sister) and long-time friend, Jacqueline Desrochers (Executive Producer) the vision will come to life
in half-hour episodes.

ADF recently held the Disability Mentoring & Employment
Awareness Kick Off event to foster social inclusion for students
with disabilities through job mentoring and other programs.
“These young people face such adversity when entering adult
hood, and they really need help and resources to begin establishing a career,” said Archer. For info visit roseleearchershow.com.

In a future episode, another PBC location will be featured, as the
cast and crew set up camp at Lake Okeechobee in Pahokee.
Beginning this month, the show will air on Comcast Sports Southeast in Florida on Sunday mornings at 9:30am. The episode will
repeat the following Monday in the same time slot. Let’s Go Camping TV is very thankful to their sponsors including the PBC Convention and Visitors Bureau. For info visit letsgocampingtv.tv.

PBIFF IS ACCEPTING SUBMISSIONS

SWEET SUCCESS FOR JUPITER FILMMAKERS

The Palm Beach International Film FestiJupiter filmmakers Steve Clark and
val (PBIFF) is now accepting submissions!
Vinny Chimato were named as one of
The 15th annual festival will take place in
four finalists in the Butterfinger Candy
locations throughout Palm Beach County from April 22-26, 2010
Bar “Nobody’s Gonna Lay a Finger on
and the popular "Best of the Fest" will take place May 1-2, 2010!
The festival encourages filmmakers worldwide to submit in the
My Butterfinger” Contest. The spot,
Clark and Chimato
categories of Feature, Short, or Documentary.
filmed entirely on location in Jupiter, features Clark and Chimato
The festival will be spotlighting Eastern European films in the an- in a chase for a stolen candy bar. Palm Beach County residents
nual World Showcase of Film. PBIFF offers industry chats, panels, Tom Ryan and Christy Lee Taylor were also in the film.
and seminars such as the Production Finance Conference, sure to
inspire and educate all filmmakers whether seasoned or emerging. The cast and crew met on the set of Turkles, the environmental
To receive a discounted rate, please submit your film by Decem- comedy that is filming in Palm Beach County. As a finalist, the team
ber 19, 2009. The deadline is January 15, 2010. Submissions are received $1000 and a year supply of Butterfinger candy bars. For
accepted via withoutabox or through pbifilmfest.org.
more info visit protectyourbutterfingerbar.yahoo.com.

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT: PALM BEACH COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER
Located in the heart of West Palm Beach, the Palm Beach County
Convention Center is an ideal location for any production. The 350,000
square foot state-of-the-art facility features a 100,000-square-foot exhibit hall,
a 25,000-square-foot ballroom, 23,000 square feet of flexible breakout space
divisible into 23 rooms, expert service teams and an award-winning culinary
department. Three thousand guest rooms are available within three miles,
expanding to 5,000 guest rooms within five miles. Situated in close proximity
to the Palm Beach International Airport, Interstate I-95 and Palm Beach
County’s beautiful beaches, it is a prime location for film,
television and still photography productions.

Palm Beach County
Convention Center

Exterior of the
Convention Center

The Convention Center consists of two levels; the lower level and the upper level. The lower level has an exhibit hall, Meeting Rooms,
Loading Docks, Registration Desk, Box Office and Terrace. The upper level is made up of Meeting Rooms, Ballroom (with two dressing
rooms), Ballroom Terrace, Pre-function Area, Boardroom, and a Kitchen. There are 12 tractor trailer sized docks and 1 large ramp
enables easy access to the Exhibit Hall.
An architectural master piece, the Convention Center features a warm welcoming
ambiance that is perfect for extravagant to intimate productions. Portugal woven
carpet, glass railings, Brazilian mahogany ceilings, custom made glass chandeliers, custom made limestone floors, 5,100 interior lights and 31,000 square feet of windows
portray a stylish and spacious venue.

Interior of the
Convention Center

Several productions have utilized the Palm Beach County Convention Center including a BMW In-House Training Video, Karavida TV and the 2008 MDA Telethon. For
more information on filming at the Convention Center call 561.233.1000.

Glass entrance
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