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Palm Beach County’s impact on Florida’s film and television industry
recognized two influential leaders, former Film Commissioner Chuck | LEGENDS
Elderd and Palm Beach County resident Rob Van Winkle, also known as [t {Np
“Vanilla Ice” received the prestigious Film Florida Legends Award for § 1
their lasting contributions to the state’s creative economy. A true pioneer of [’ s
Florida’s industry, Elderd was appointed in 1989 as the first Film [ ‘
Commissioner for the Palm Beach County Film & Television HsE T
Commission, establishing the vision and infrastructure that continues to support product|ons
across the region today. Under his leadership, Palm Beach County became known as a
collaborative, film-friendly destination with diverse locations and efficient coordination. He
created the County’s Free One-Stop Permitting Process, streamlining approvals and setting a
model for film-friendly municipalities throughout Florida. He also served as the first president of
Film Florida and was the visionary behind The Palm Beaches TV, the County’s official tourism
television channel showcasing the destination’s culture, experiences, and attractions. Van
Winkle has remained closely connected to Palm Beach County through productions that
highlight the area’s distinctive character, including his widely recognized series The Vanilla Ice
Project, filmed extensively across South Florida. For more than two decades, the famous rapper
has supported emerging talent through The Palm Beaches Student Showcase of Films,
presentlng the Music Video Award that bears his name. His continued mvestment in the
T community includes plans for a new three-story brewery
= IcE and pop-culture museum in Lake Worth Beach. Together, |
THE PALM BEACHES ;
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Elderd and Van Winkle represent the strength of Palm f
TELEVISION Beach County's film community, reflecting a legacy of (i@
THEPALMBEACHES.TV s leadership and creativity, in Florida’s production industry.

PALM SPRINGS HOSTS HEROIC RENO

N Military Makeover with Montel returned to o |
Palm Beach County for its 45th season on *
the Lifetime Network telling a powerful story

of service, resilience, and community. The
series selected local resident and former U.S.
Army Sergeant Matthew Dawson, a Purple
Heart recipient injured in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis filmed an episode of his
‘Diners, Drive-ins & DeSantis” series, while visiting Palm Beach
County. The webisode highlights standout local dining
experiences that continue to earn statewide attention. Dunng his
visit, the Governor stopped at Buccan pm '
in Palm Beach and the Buccan &8
Sandwich Shop in West Palm Beach,
where he sampled several menu §

SEASON 45

supported the production from start to finish, issuing permits,
coordinating crew base logistics and parking, securing
volunteers, and leveraging local relationships to bring elected
officials and community stakeholders together for reveal day.
The renovation of the Dawson family’s home in the Village of
Palm Sprmgs culminated in an emotional and unforgettable
reveal, with more than 100 neighbors,

=8 Volunteers, and partners welcoming the

‘ﬁ b | family home. To learn how the FTC can

50 assist with your production, visit pbfilm.com.

favorites alongside First Lady Casey S

DeSantis and daughter Madison. Offenng high praise in the
episode, DeSantis shared, “Of all the ones I've had in Florida, in
terms of a cold sandwich or a cold sub, I think | would rank this
GM! | number one, You can’t go wrong with this.” The
e culinary tour also included a stop at Ah Beetz
New Haven Pizza in West Palm Beach, known
for its authentic coal-fired pizza inspired by the
classic New Haven style. From food culture to
8 full productions, The Palm Beaches remains a

natural fit for content creation. 4D
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PICK YOUR PERFECT CULTURAL ESCAPE

Palm Beach County’s vibrant arts and
culture scene takes center stage this May as
MOSAIC (Month of Shows, Art, Ideas, and
Culture) returns with its largest lineup yet. Presented by The
Cultural Council for Palm Beach County, the annual
celebration features 35 exclusive offers from 30 participating
organizations, including specially priced admission, BOGO deals,
and unique cultural experiences throughout the month. Highlights
include BOGO free admission at Boca Raton Museum of Art,
Cox Science Center & Aquarium (May 17-31), Jupiter Inlet
Lighthouse & Museum, Mounts Botanical Garden, and Norton
Museum of Art. MOSAIC invites residents and visitors to
discover why The Palm Beaches continue to earn
recognition as Florida’s Cultural Capital®. As |
President and CEO Dave Lawrence notes, the g
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2026 MOSAIC Artist:
George Bayer “Le Chat

initiative helps showcase the region’s creativity ™
while making cultural experiences more accessible
to all. To learn more, visit MOSAICPBC.COM

PEHR SPOTLIGHTS COASTAL SPRING STYLE

Children’s clothing brand Pehr selected Gulfstream Park as
the backdrop for a vibrant beach-inspired photoshoot featuring its
Spring/Summer 2026 collection. Known for soft organic fabrics
and playful prints, the brand captured light, airy visuals that
reflect the ease of coastal living and the carefree spirit of
childhood. The Palm Beach County Film & Television
Commission facilitated permitting for the production, supporting
a smooth and efficient shoot. The colorful campaign blended
sunshine, texture, and movement to highlight the collection’s
warm-weather palette and timeless silhouettes. By choosing The
Palm Beaches distinctive outdoor setting, the production
showcases the region's versatility for lifestyle and fashion
campaigns, continuing to attract brands seeking bright, natural
environments ideal for visual storytelling.

MANGO INN TELLS A STORY OF RESILIENCE

Women-led 1025 Production Company held a
cast & crew screening of their feature film, Mango
Inn at the Movies of Lake Worth theater. Following
the success of A Rose in Concrete, the film
explores themes of resilience, identity, and
redemption through the lens of Black, Afro-Latino, ®
and Caribbean family life. Written and directed by Charmain
Johnson, the story centers on “Gina”, a woman navigating
hardship  while rediscovering purpose through culture,
connection, and the healing power of food. Filmed locally at the
Mango Inn Bed & Breakfast in Lake Worth Beach, the
production highlights the area’s distinctive coastal charm. The
film continues the company's mission to amplify
underrepresented voices through authentic storytelling rooted in
empathy, heritage, and human connection. “My hope is that
;Nam Mango Inn reminds audiences that sometimes the
‘% smallest acts of grace, a meal, a chance, a
 conversation, can change a life,” said Johnson.

The South Florida Film Forum returned for its second
consecutive year, welcoming filmmakers, industry
professionals, and emerging creatives for a weekend of
networking, education, and collaboration at the Mad Arts
Center in Broward County. The event featured panels and
presentations led by experienced industry voices, including
Marlis Pujol (The Wire, The Sopranos), who shared insights
on current trends shaping film and television production.
Attendees also experienced a live special effects makeup
demonstration by Eric Corbin, offering a hands-on look at the
artistry behind on-screen storytelling. Participants were treated
to an exclusive preview of the trailer for Drifter, the upcoming
film from Sung Kang (Fast & Furious) and =3
Brian Yang, the creative team behind [y iouiie
Snakehead, which fimed in Palm Beach "
County in 2017. The forum serves as a valuable
platform for connection, knowledge-sharing, and
fostering future collaborations across South
Florida’s growing production community.
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OUTDOOR SERIES SPOTLIGHT THE PALM BEACHES ON WAYPOINT TV

The Palm Beaches returns to WayPoint TV with three outdoor & boating lifestyle series produced by AA Video. Making Waves in
The Palm Beaches, Wild Palm Beaches, and Hooked on The Palm Beaches highlight waterways, wildlife, and the organizations

working to protect them. These shows will air in weekly primetime placements for six weeks followed by on-demand availability on The
Palm Beaches TV. Hosted by Alyssa Freeman, Making Waves in The Palm Beaches captures coastal living sailing §

culture, and events such as the Palm Beach International Boat Show, and conservation initiatives led by local ™,

nonprofits. Conservationist James Currie returns to host a new season of Wild Palm Beaches, exploring
ecosystems of Peanut Island and the Loxahatchee Slough. Currie also leads Hooked on The Palm Beaches,
blending fishing with environmental restoration and community programs such as Hookin’ Veterans. Partnerships WAYP®INT
with brands like Nikon and MANG help support these productions that are sponsored by the Film & Television
Commission with support from the Tourist Development Council.

OUTDOORS TV

4.D.
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KIDS FASHION TAKES OVER PEANUT ISLAND

Petit Clair brought its signature storybook .. =

LILAC PARK SCORES PICKLEBALL SHOOT

PlayLy Pickleball captured energy and style
during a recent apparel shoot at Lilac Park in
Palm Beach Gardens, filming athletes in motion
across the park’s vibrant courts. The production i
highlighted branded gear through dynamic g
action and lifestyle imagery, reflecting the continued growth of
pickleball nationwide. With bright playing surfaces, palm-lined
surroundings, and flexible space for crews, Lilac Park offers an
appealing backdrop for sports and lifestyle productions. Its
combination of tennis and pickleball courts allows for a variety of
visual looks within one location. Pickleball has also been fea-
tured across The Palm Beaches TV programming, including On
i . the Town in The Palm Beaches, The

Bright Life of The Palm Beaches, and
(‘ Day Tripping in The Palm Beaches,

reinforcing the sport’s growing

popularity throughout the region.

FOUR-MAN SCRAMBLE W/DE GROOTE

Four South African creators
recently filmed a four-man scramble g
at Osprey Point Golf Course in Ee
Boca Raton. Led by PGA Tour- F&
qualified golfer Connor Dej
Groote, the group captured a lively
video showcasing the course’s playability, scenic design, and
production-friendly setting. De Groote praised the course, calling
it “one of Florida’s most underrated,” noting the balance of
enjoyable holes, strong conditions, and just enough challenge to
keep the round engaging. The creators’ energetic on-course
dynamic highlights how The Palm Beaches, Florida’s Golf
Capital continues to attract digital storytellers seeking visually
appealing and accessible golf locations. Osprey Point's well-
maintained greens and diverse layout support a range of
production needs, from social content to commercial campaigns,
big or small. The course has hosted high-profile shoots, including
a DraftKings commercial inspired by Kenny Rogers’ classic
“The Gambler,” reinforcing the County’s reputation as a premier
destination for golf-focused media production.

Osprey Point Golf Course
4.4 % (308) Gol in Palm Beach County, Florida - Vs

crystal blue water and sunny coastal & g
scenery. Playful seaside moments show- 4 i@ v 3
cased the collection’s comfort, imagination, § ¥ 2 ?
and sense of adventure, now featured on the [?5
brand’s website homepage. The Palm Beach County Film &
Television Commission facilitated permitting, supporting a

smooth and efficient production for the team at Chanee Stern
boats, beach chairs, and umbrellas, added a nautical touch
B .. that complemented the brand’s classic style.
o
. The Palm Beaches offer distinctive backdrops
\ and experienced partners ready to support
BONJOUR CANNES, PBC HAS ARRIVED
The Palm Beach County Film &
participate in the 2026 Cannes Film
Festival, joining industry leaders at
FilmUSA Pavilion in the International ~ FESTIVALDECANNES
Village Riviera. Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery will
including documentary filmmaker Suzanne Niedland and Monte
Young of Five Peaks Animation. The day begins with Pastries
industry professionals. Hillery joins Film Florida President
Sandy Lighterman and Tyler Martinolich of Film Tampa Bay
advantages, diverse locations, and current industry trends. Palm
Beach County’s presence at the Cannes Marché du Film
and content creators. The day concludes with Florida Happy
Hour, offering additional opportunities to build connections and

Productions. Local elements from Palm Yachts, including
Productions like this continue to highlight how
~ . creative projects of every style and scale.
Television Commission will
Florida Day on May 15th at the MARCHE DU FILM
attend alongside members of the FTC’s Board of Directors,
Under Palm Trees, providing a relaxed networking opportunity for
for a panel discussion focused on Florida's production
highlights the region to thousands of global producers, studios,
promote future production in The Palm Beaches.

FOUR FRESH SERIES PUT THE PALM BEACHES IN THE NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT

AA Video brings fresh energy to Destination America with four series highlighting the spirit and diversity of Palm Beach County,
Florida. Airing weekends from May through August, returning favorites Kids Quest in The Palm Beaches and
Passport to The Palm Beaches are joined by new titles Pull Up to The Palm Beaches and All Access Palm

Beaches, delivering engaging, personality-driven stories to viewers nationwide. Hosted by Isaac Nelson, Kids Quest
in The Palm Beaches returns for a second season of hands-on adventures, from seasonal traditions to agritourism
experiences. Now in its seventh season, Passport to The Palm Beaches, hosted by Jacqueline Journey, explores
curated lifestyle moments including charity events, culinary offerings, and local shopping. Pull Up to The Palm
Beaches, hosted by ESPN’s Theo Dorsey, captures the region’s sports culture, while All Access Palm Beaches,
hosted by Tiffany Lanier, offers an insider look at accessibility through inclusive initiatives such as Wheel the World.
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FILM FLASHBACK: SNAKEHEAD (2021)

The independent crime drama Snakehead, produced by Brian Yang, brought its gritty Chinatown underworld
storyline to Riviera Beach for key waterfront filming. The production secured access at the Port of Palm Beach,
transforming the working port into a backdrop for both dockside scenes and a climatic scene staged on open water.
Through coordination with Port of Palm Beach, Kevin Teeters of Monarch Shipping Company emerged with the
Monarch Countess, an active commercial vessel that was used for two nights of filming. Productions shot interior boat
scenes and a creative “man overboard” camera gag with the vessel underway. While the story is rooted in New York’s [
underground world, the Port of Palm Beach provided a convincing and fully operational stand-in, blending authenticity SNAK[H[M] &
with logistical flexibility that helped support this independent film that premiered at Toronto Film Festival in 2021.

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT:
MAY FLOWERS IN THE PALM BEACHES

Gardens and green spaces provide a range of film-friendly
angles, with public options for production. The County’s
cinematic standouts offer visual diversity, controlled settings,
and practical backdrops suited for everything from feature films
to commermals documentaries, and lifestyle photography.

- Mounts Botanical Garden has over 20

B Asian-inspired landscapes, delivering a
wide variety of cinematic looks.

Just minutes away in West Palm Beach, B

the living ecosystem of Pine Jog

Environmental Education Center [

represents an organic Florida backdrop

and features a native plant garden,

butterfly gardens, wetlands, and natural trails suited for

enwronmental and educational content.

a8 For projects seeking residential

& angles, Ann Norton Sculpture
Gardens combines subtropical
landscapes and an orchid house.

In Delray Beach, Morikami Museum

and Japanese Gardens draws'

inspiration from Japan’s classical garden

traditions and features koi-filled lakes,

bonsai displays, and arched stone

bridges. Its authentic architecture

provides an ideal backdrop for productions. Find more film
friendly gardens in the FTC’s location database.

31ST ANNUAL STUDENT SHOWCASE OF
FILMS: WINNERS ANNOUNCED

The Palm Beaches Student
Showcase of Films drew a full
house on May 1, 2026, at the Maltz g ,
Jupiter Theatre, as students, e
educators, families, and community *®
leaders gathered to celebrate Florida’s next generation of
filmmakers. Now in its 31st year, the state’s largest student film
competition featured a red carpet pre-show followed by a live
awards ceremony recognizing top talent from across the state.
Hosted by three-time Emmy-nominated entertainer Frank Licari,
the program delivered an energetic celebration of creativity and
storytelling. This year's theme, Set-Jetting, encouraged students
to consider how film and television inspire travel, highlighting the
role of location in shaping narrative and visual impact. A record
636 entries from 95 high schools and colleges were reviewed
by 46 industry professionals, with more than $30,000 in
scholarships, cash awards, and prizes presented to finalists and
winners. Special appearances by Vanilla Ice, Jeff Corwin,
Melodie Rose Romano, and Hank Greenspan added
memorable moments to the celebration. The event also featured
the presentation of the $5,000 Burt Reynolds Scholarship,
awarded to Lyla Claggett of G-Star High School of the Arts,
continuing its legacy of supporting emerging filmmakers. For the
full list of winners, please visit PBFILM.COM/SSOF.

Contributors: Afya Greene, Alberto Jordat, Angie Crocitto, Ben Beeler, Josh Hyber, Kelly King, and Whitney Woznick
To have your production included in this newsletter, please email marketing@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000
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