
   

    PALM ROYALE’S VINTAGE VIBES 

A driving force behind Palm Beach 
County’s emergence as a film-friendly 
destination, County Administrator 
Verdenia Baker is retiring after 38 years 
of visionary leadership and steadfast 
support of the entertainment production 
industry. As Deputy County Administrator, 
she helped oversee the founding of the Film & Television 
Commission, setting the stage for decades of production growth.  

Among her many contributions, Ms. Baker’s commitment to 
empowering future storytellers through initiatives like the The 
Palm Beaches Student Showcase of Films reflects her 
dedication to the County’s creative community. This year, she 
was honored with the first-ever Legacy Award at the 30th 
Annual Student Showcase of Films for her commitment to 
education and the arts. “We are where we are today because of 
Verdenia’s belief in the power of film to shape community and 
opportunity,” said Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery.  

 When superstar athletes choose to live and play in The Palm 
Beaches, the cameras inevitably follow. From global ad 
campaigns to major league broadcasts, celebrity-driven 
production is surging across Palm Beach County.  

In recent months, a wave of high-profile 
projects has been drawn to the area, driven 
by local legends who continue to shape 
culture, commerce, and community. Serena Williams filmed the viral “Mic 
Drop” spot for the 2025 Lincoln Navigator in downtown West Palm 
Beach. The commercial showcases the luxury vehicle and Williams’ iconic 
presence, helping drive national buzz. Venus Williams joined the action 
with a health-focused campaign for the walking app WeWard, encouraging 
active living with help from scenic local backdrops. Coco Gauff highlighted 
her hometown pride while promoting her signature shoe, the Coco Delray, 
in a New Balance commercial shot in Delray Beach.  

TGL presented by SoFi premiered on ESPN to nearly a million viewers while Major League 
Baseball spring training included dozens of televised games from The Palm Beaches across 
several regional and national networks. According to ESPN, the West Palm Beach-based 
Houston Astros and Washington Nationals along with the Jupiter-based Miami Marlins and 
St. Louis Cardinals, averaged 378,000 viewers per game on its network, the highest preseason 
average since 2016 and a 29% jump from 2023. Meanwhile, the inaugural James Hardie Pro 
Football Hall of Fame Invitational took place at The Old Course at Broken Sound Club in 
Boca Raton and was broadcast on Golf Channel over three days.  

This May, Palm Beach County invites 
you to experience MOSAIC 2025 — 
Month of Shows, Art, Ideas and 
Culture— a county-wide celebration of 
creativity sponsored by the Cultural 
Council for Palm Beach County.  

 

Adding dimension to MOSAIC is the new ArtiGras 
Podcast, produced by the Cultural Council for 
Palm Beach County, now available on demand at 
ThePalmBeaches.TV. The video podcast features 
intimate conversations between host Sarah 

LaPierre and local artists, performers and cultural leaders. From 
May 1–31, visitors and locals can enjoy exclusive deals on 
performances, museums, and cultural attractions including those 
featured on The Palm Beaches TV, such as the Morikami 
Museum and Japanese Gardens, Ann Norton Sculpture 
Gardens, and the Spady Cultural Heritage Museum. 
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 Subtropic Film 
Festival is accepting 
submissions for a new 
lineup of seasonal film 
screenings at the Norton Museum of Art. Each month, from 
May through September, filmmakers have a chance to exhibit 
their unique stories for a celebration of diversity, creativity and 
storytelling through film. The Illuminations – Light & Space, 
series begins May 30 and is seeking films that explore light, 
space and material, inspired by Laddie John Dill and the Light 
and Space movement. Pride Visions follows on June 20, inviting 
LGBTQ+ films that celebrate identity and community. Different 
Abilities, Extraordinary Lives screens July 18, spotlighting 
stories about life with disabilities. Sunshine State Stories on 
August 15 invites Florida filmmakers to share work rooted in 
local culture and scenery. The seasonal screenings wrap 
September 19 with Mexican Heritage Celebration, honoring 
Mexican culture and the Mexican American experience.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

The Palm Beach County Film & 
Television Commission (FTC) is 
showcasing the region’s production 
power at the prestigious Cannes Film 
Festival, May 13–24. As part of the 
inaugural “Florida Day” on May 15, the 
state will be spotlighted in the Film USA 
Pavilion with two key panels. “Filming 
Florida: Crafting Stories in the Sunshine State” highlights the 
state’s cinematic diversity, infrastructure, and incentives, while a 
second panel features Film Commissioners Michelle Hillery, 
Sandy Lighterman, Tyler Martinolich, and Chad Newman 
discussing Florida’s on-the-ground advantages. Palm Beach 
County’s coastlines, locations, and streamlined permitting make it 
a standout. Meanwhile, Film Florida is hosting an special 
networking event where connections shine with industry pros. By 
representing PBC on the world stage, the FTC continues to 
elevate the County as a world-class production destination.  

 CANNES DO! BRINGING PBC TO FRANCE 

SNAPPING STILLS IN PALM BEACH COUNTY 

 KITTY LUNDAN UNWRAPS SEASONAL FUN IN SEASON 3 PREMIERE OF WHAT’S POPPIN’ PBC 

     Production Coordinator Alexis 
Oteng represented the Palm Beach 
County Film and Television 
Commission at the South Florida 
Film Forum at Mad Arts in Dania 
Beach. Presented by our Film 
Lauderdale neighbors, and in 
conjunction with the White Elephant Group and the Urban Film 
Festival, the two-day event united South Florida’s film 
community through dynamic panels, screenings, art installations, 
and networking opportunities. 
Film Florida, sponsor of the Forum, will have a presence at the 

Cannes Film Festival with a pavilion in May, 
followed by an industry event at the Tribeca Film 
Festival in June. These back-to-back appearances 
at festivals reflects Florida’s push to stay front and 
center in conversations around global production, 
incentives, and creative collaboration.  

FLORIDA’S FILM SCENE TAKES THE STAGE 

SUBTROPIC FLICKS TO SCREEN AT NORTON 

     Palm Beach County (PBC) continues to shine as a sought-
after backdrop for commercial still photography, offering stunning 
natural scenery, iconic architecture, and year-round sunshine. In 
the past year alone, brands like Adidas, Talbots, Ron Jon Surf 
Shop, Sports Illustrated, Bergdorf Goodman, and Veronica 
Beard have chosen The Palm Beaches to stage visually striking 
campaigns. 

Last year, commercial still photography played a major role in 
tracking a record-breaking $253.6M in production spend 
throughout The Palm Beaches, accounting for nearly $27M of 
that total. The Palm Beach County Film & Television 
Commission supports these productions every step of the way 
through permitting and locations assistance. With its unmatched 
landscapes and expert production assistance, the County is 
poised to attract and welcome more commercial photography 
projects from all around the world. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

    What’s Poppin’ PBC? is back! Season 3 premiered on WSFL-TV, and host Kitty Lundan took viewers on 
a journey through the different seasons in The Palm Beaches for its “Poppin’ Events in PBC” episode. The 
adventure began at the annual KidsFit Jamathon, a high-energy summer event at the South Florida 
Fairgrounds that encourages kids to stay active and healthy through music and movement. As the seasons 
shift, Kitty walked into spooky fall fun with a behind-the-scenes look at haunted houses, also at the 
Fairgrounds. Then, she hit the runway for a show hosted by local fashion house Neesha’s Finest Fashion 
Inc., which raises awareness for sickle cell disease and supports survivors. The episode concludes at 
Winterfest in Wellington, a holiday event sponsored by Joe DiMaggio Children’s Health and organized with the Greater Wellington 
Chamber. The highlight? A headline performance by music icon, philanthropist, and TV personality Vanilla Ice that you’ll want to see! 
Relive these moments and stream this episode, along with all the What’s Poppin PBC? episodes, on demand at ThePalmBeaches.TV 
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This month, Destination America premieres the first season of Kids 
Quest in The Palm Beaches and the sixth season of Passport to 
The Palm Beaches, reaching nearly 80 million viewers. Both shows 
are produced by local company AA Video, led by Jeff Aderman. Host 
Isaac Nelson takes kids and families on fun, educational adventures 
in Kids Quest —from Lagoon Fest and Zoo Lights to the 

Strawberry Festival, exploring the Cox Science Center, Jupiter Ridge wildlife, and even teeing off at PopStroke. Kids Quest debuts 
Saturday, May 3 at 7:30 a.m., with new episodes airing May 10 and 17. Passport to The Palm Beaches returns May 24 at 7:30 a.m., 
with weekly episodes through June 28. Host Jacqueline Journey guides viewers through themed stories capturing the spirit of Palm 
Beach County, from haunted history to creativity and inspiration. Catch past episodes on demand at ThePalmBeaches.TV.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

Swede Fest Palm Beach 2025 delivered an unforgettable 
evening on March 28 at the Lake Worth Playhouse. 
Hundreds of filmmakers and fans gathered to enjoy 27 
hilarious “bad movies by good people.” The annual event 
celebrated its 10th anniversary with lots of laughter and 
community spirit. 

Joshua Rager’s Rocky earned the 
Best of the Fest 2025 award. 
C h r i s t o p h e r  a n d  D a n i e l e 
Notarnicola’s Alien received the 10-
Year Anniversary Best of the Fest 
honor. Event producer Elizabeth 

Dashiell shared her excitement for the milestone celebration, 
saying, “Swede Fest Palm Beach was truly a celebration. It 
was incredible to rewatch the staggering creativity of our local 
film fans and movie makers from the past 10 years. It was the 
ultimate gathering of professional and amateur filmmakers. 
The Film Society exists to encourage and celebrate the art of 
filmmaking, to connect other filmmakers together and to enjoy 
the end results.” 

   DraftKings recently brought their high-
stakes energy to Palm Beach County for a 
commercial shoot at the scenic Osprey Point 
Golf Course and a parking lot at Sunset Cove 
Amphitheater in Boca Raton. Both locations 

were featured in 
their latest multimillion-dollar re-
sponsible gaming campaign that 
riffs on Kenny Roger’s classic song 
“The Gambler.” 

The spot highlights the thrill of sports betting against the lush, 
backdrop of one of the areas top-rated public golf courses. A 
standout moment in the shoot features a live alligator on the 
green — an unforgettable visual that was safely coordinated by 
the Palm Beach County Film and Television Commission in 
partnership with Osprey Point staff to ensure smooth and re-
sponsible filming. This element added Florida flair to the produc-
tion while showcasing the county’s capability to accommodate 
creative requests with professionalism and care.  

  South Florida-based Meta4 Creative Media, 
in collaboration with Alexandra Bello Produc-
tions, released The Hitmen on Prime Video.  
 

The crime-comedy, which debuted at a sold-out 
red carpet event in Coconut Creek, follows two 
mob enforcers whose routine job takes a wild 
turn when they’re left babysitting their boss’s 
infant — only to be tasked with a much darker  
assignment.  
 

Real-life law enforcement officers Anthony N. Galizia Sr. and 
Danny Klapadoras star, bringing authenticity to this sharp, cha-
otic tale. Shot across Palm Beach County, the film is a mile-
stone for the West Palm Beach-based Meta4, which has long-
term plans to develop a state-of-the-art studio facility in the 
County. Learn more about Meta4 Creative Media in our press 
release and stream The Hitmen now here. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

  

 

DRAFTKINGS KNOWS WHERE TO FILM ‘EM ‘SWEDE FEST’ SHOWS GOOD, BAD FILMS 

THE HITMEN ON AMAZON PRIME VIDEO EXPLORING THE PALM BEACHES BY FILM 

LOCAL SHOWS PRODUCED BY AA VIDEO HIT DESTINATION AMERICA, REACHING 80 MILLION 

     Discover The Palm Beaches, in  
collaboration with the Palm Beach Coun-
ty Film and Television Commission, 
recently hosted a national travel media 
FAM tour, showcasing the County’s  
cinematic appeal. Film Commissioner 
Michelle Hillery welcomed writers from 
Travel + Leisure, Architectural Digest, 
and other magazines to talk about loca-
tions featured in popular films and TV 
shows that make The Palm Beaches a must-visit destination 
for travelers. The tour spotlighted locations from Apple TV’s 
Palm Royale and Netflix’s Polo, while also showcasing The 
Palm Beaches’ star power with sites from Baywatch, Caddy-
shack, Marley & Me, Parker, Body Heat, and Bad Boys II. A 
2013 Visit Florida study found that 23% of domestic visitors 
cited a film or TV show as a key reason for choosing the state.  

http://www.thepalmbeaches.tv
https://www.facebook.com/swedefestpalmbeach/
https://www.facebook.com/lwplayhouse/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/16XQuPnYTk/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/16XQuPnYTk/
https://www.pbfilm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/META4CREATIVEMEDIA/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt14957974/
https://www.pbfilm.com/news/meta4-creative-media-announces-release-of-crimecomedy-mash-up
https://www.pbfilm.com/news/meta4-creative-media-announces-release-of-crimecomedy-mash-up
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B0DVZR1NMZ/
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 

Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery | Director of Operations Alberto Jordat  
Marketing Manager Brianna Moles 

Production Designer Kelly King | Social Media & Events Developer Josh Hyber  
Senior Producer Matthew Mazzamaro | Senior Production Coordinator Brandon Perry  

Production Coordinator Alexis Oteng-Amponsah | Administrative Assistant Angie Crocitto 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Mayor Maria G. Marino | Vice Mayor Sara Baxter  
Commissioners Joel Flores | Bobby Powell | Maria Sachs | Gregg K. Weiss | Marci Woodward  
County Administrator Verdenia Baker  

           
 From sweeping drone shots of crashing waves to cinematic 
golden-hour strolls, boardwalks and piers offer a ready-made 
blend of atmosphere, drama and beauty. 
 

The Juno Beach Pier stretches 990 
feet into the Atlantic Ocean. With clean 
lines, symmetry, and unobstructed 
ocean vistas, establishing shots or slow-
motion sequences are a breeze. Plus, 

the area around the pier offers built-in variety: surf shops, palm-
lined streets and beach access all within walking distance. 
 

A coastal town with a retro atmosphere 
is found at Lake Worth Beach Pier. 
The Casino Building and beachfront 
cafes add layers of character with 
second story patios that provide 
interesting camera positions. 
 

Looking for wild Florida? You’ll find it at 
Ocean Ridge Hammock Park, with a 
boardwalk that snakes through lush sea 
grapes and tropical foliage before 
opening to a quiet stretch of sand. It’s 

perfect to capture isolation, mystery, or the rawness of nature 
without distractions from commercial development. 
 

Coastal corridors deliver more than nice views—they offer 
diverse cinematic backdrops that range from sun-drenched 
serenity to stormy suspense. Find a coastal location for your 
production by visiting the FTC’s locations database here.  

 

       Burt Reynolds: The Last Interview is a feature-length documentary offering an unfiltered, unscripted and deeply 
personal conversation with Hollywood legend Burt Reynolds, which was recorded shortly before his passing in 2018. 
Directed by Rick Pamplin, the film reveals an intimate portrait of Reynolds — his career highs, personal passions and 
the life lessons he cherished. The documentary also includes a special Q&A with Academy Award-winning filmmaker 
Quentin Tarantino, who reflects on his relationship with Reynolds and the actor’s intended role in Once Upon a Time 
in Hollywood. Critically acclaimed, The Last Interview holds a 100% rating on Rotten Tomatoes and an 8.7/10 on IMDb. 
The feature is also available to stream on platforms including Electric Now and Vimeo On Demand, and has 
expanded to international airlines and global markets.  

The Palm Beaches Student Showcase of 
Films welcomed a full house of over 650 
students, teachers, and state dignitaries 
on April 25 at the Maltz Jupiter Theatre. 
Florida’s largest student film competition 
celebrated its milestone 30th year with 
pearl-inspired theme, featuring a dazzling 
white-carpet preshow and inspiring live awards ceremony. Local 
news outlets and other media captured interviews and behind-the
-scenes moments with student filmmakers. Frank Licari, host of 
the 3X Emmy-nominated PBS series On The Town in The Palm 
Beaches, opened the show with a tribute to past finalists, 
highlighting “Where They Are Now.” 
 
A total of 85 schools from across the state submitted a record-
breaking 617 entries, judged by 54 industry professionals from 
around the world. Nineteen awards and over $30,000 in 
scholarships and prizes were presented. Highlights included the 
Burt Reynolds Scholarship, the first-ever Legacy Award to 
County Administrator Verdenia Baker, and appearances by 
Vanilla Ice, DJ Newmark, Kitty Lundan, Jevon White and 
Oscar-nominated producer Chad Renfro.  
 
For the full list of winners and event photos, visit pbfilm.com/
press-releases. For updates on the 2026 Student Showcase of 
Films, stay connected by following @StudentShowcaseOfFilms 
on Facebook and @StudentFilmsFL on Instagram and X.  

EDUCATION CORNER  
WINNERS ANNOUNCED AT THE 3OTH SSOF 

FILM FLASHBACK — BURT REYNOLDS: THE LAST INTERVIEW 

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT 
BOARDWALKS & PIERS IN PBC 

Contributors: Angie Crocitto, Afya Greene, Josh Hyber, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King, Alexis Oteng -Amponsah, Brandon Perry   

To have your production included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000 
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