
   
    PALM ROYALE’S VINTAGE VIBES 

    Apple TV+ takes viewers back in time 
with its highly anticipated mini-series 
Palm Royale, premiering March 20. The 
show is set entirely in Palm Beach 
during 1969 and features a star-studded 
cast that includes Kristen Wiig, Laura 
Dern, Ricky Martin, and Allison Janney. In addition, Carol 
Burnett and Bruce Dern have guest appearances in the lavish 
dramady that’s loosely based on the 2018 novel, Mr. and Mrs. 
American Pie. The 10-episode series chronicles the adventures 
of Maxine Simmons (Wiig) as she claws her way to the top of 
the island’s social scene. In addition to putting a spotlight on 
Palm Beach, the show is creating buzz surrounding fashion in 
The Palm Beaches. Cosmopolitan magazine predicts Palm 

Royale will be “one of the best TV shows 
of 2024,” noting that it’s “the fashion-
forward TV fix we need - no, ‘deserve.”  

   The entertainment production industry in The Palm Beaches remains robust as production 
revenues exceeded a record-breaking $247M in 2023, up 3% from the previous year. To that end, 
the number of total productions remained virtually unchanged year-over-year. This is a testament 
to the industry’s resiliency and prosperity, marking an era of steadfast production activity that’s 
thriving thanks to increased budgets and a vibrant film-friendly community.   
 

Crews from all around the world – as well as 160+ local production companies – continue to 
choose The Palm Beaches for our beautiful backdrops and scenic spaces. This filmmaker’s 
paradise offers 47-miles of pristine coastline to the east and sprawling everglades to the west, 
making Palm Beach County the largest - and possibly most diverse - county in the state of Florida. 
 

Shows like Lost Gold (BBC Studios / National Geographic), Hot Yachts Miami (iTV and 
Paramount+) and the Netflix docuseries Break Point are just some of the international productions 
that took place in The Palm Beaches last year. While those productions are all out of the United 
Kingdom, Palm Beach County also welcomed production crews from Canada, Spain and Brazil. In 
addition, production attracted visiting crews from more than a dozen (18) states including 
California, Texas, New York, Georgia, and even Wisconsin. One of last year’s most notable 
productions included a Remy Martin commercial for Super Bowl LVII (2023), featuring Jupiter 
resident, Serena Williams. Meanwhile, brands and companies like Nautica, Lacoste, New 
Balance, Old Spice, Hertz Car Rental, and Volkswagen all shot in The Palm Beaches in 2023.  
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APPLES NEVER FALL SET TO PREMIERE 

      Peacock is set to premiere the first 
season of its Palm Beach based show, 
Apples Never Fall, on March 14. The 
gripping storyline of this new drama, produced 
by Heyday Television, takes place locally. 
The two trailers released so far to promote the show feature 
numerous shots of West Palm Beach, including the Royal Park 
Bridge and Flagler Memorial Bridge. The Palm Beach County 
Film and Television Commission was happy to collaborate with 
one of the film’s production companies, Universal Content 
Productions LLC, in 2023 to connect their art department with the 
Palm Beach Sheriff’s Office and permit the featured locations 
that show off the area’s majestic views to the rest of the world. 
Palm Beach County has been the prime shooting location for 
many TV series in the past, and the anticipated premiere of 
Apples Never Fall, with a star-studded cast featuring Annette 
Bening, Sam Neill, Alison Brie, and Jake Lacy, will be sure to 
garner the local community’s interest once again. 

PALM ROYALE’S VINTAGE VIBES 
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The Palm Beaches are a critical nesting 
ground for female sea turtles from March to 
October. To safeguard these majestic 
creatures, County regulations mandate the 
absence of beachside lights after sunset 
and before sunrise to allow loggerheads, greens, and 
leatherbacks to nest undisturbed. The use of heavy equipment 
and street vehicles to transport equipment on the beach are also 
prohibited. While the local beaches are film-friendly, both PBC 
and the FTC remain committed to sea turtle conservation and 
steadfast in maintaining these yearly protections. By adhering to 
guidelines and staying in-the-know with turtle monitoring 

programs, both residents and visitors play a 
pivotal role in preserving these iconic species, 
ensuring the continuation of this timeless 
nesting tradition for generations to come. 
Learn more about beach filming protocols 
during Sea Turtle Nesting Season here.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

PROTECTING SEA TURTLES 

 The latest episodes of On The Town in The Palm Beaches with Frank Licari are now available on demand 
at PBTV!  The most recent installment, “Fitness Adventures in The Palm Beaches,” features Brazilian jiu-jitsu, 
plant-based food, belly-dancing and so much more. It will have you breaking a sweat and feeling inspired to lead 
a healthier, more active lifestyle.  The season’s premiere episode – “The Pet-Friendly Palm Beaches” is dog-
gone great – perfect for pet lovers, and full of tail-waggin’ spots, parks and spas for our four-legged family 
members. You can fetch it 24/7 by clicking here. For the upcoming episode, Frank checks out the nonstop pulse 
and electricity of West Palm Beach and explores everything the dynamic city has to offer, from eclectic new 
neighborhoods and restaurants to the growing cultural community. As a South Florida PBS production, there is a potential household 
viewership reach of 6 million people. To watch these episodes and more, visit thepalmbeaches.tv/town-palm-beaches.  

Wildlife Nation: Expedition Florida, a 
new captivating TV series that premiered 
in January, takes viewers on a journey 
through the natural wonders of Florida – 
including right here in Palm Beach Coun-
ty. Hosted by biologist and conservationist 
Jeff Corwin, the show explores the biodiversity of The Sun-
shine State. Episodes feature talks with the Miccosukee Tribe 
of Indians about their efforts to protect the indigenous wildlife 
in the Greater Miami area, researching and tagging sharks in 
PBC, and a multitude of conservation stories stemming from 
seagrass in the Everglades to coral reefs in the Keys. “I’ve 
waited my whole life to tell the story of wild Florida. It's im-
portant to educate and empower future generations to pre-
serve the Earth's incredible animals and their natural habitats," 
says Corwin. Produced by Hearst Media Production Group 
and sponsored by Defenders of Wildlife, the series is part of 
ABC's "Weekend Adventure" program, airing nationwide. To 
learn more and join the conservation mission, click here.  

 JEFF CORWIN EXPLORES WILD FLORIDA 

  Filmmaker and Wellington resident 
Ron Davis ,  the founder  of 
Docutainment Films, has embarked on 
a filmmaking venture called Lifestory 
Docs to create people-focused, in-depth 
documentaries chronicling the life of his 
subjects. Like with his full-length documentaries, Davis will 
employ a 10 to 15 person crew to create each life story from old 
family albums, heirlooms, hand-me-down treasures, symbolic 
music tracks and archival footage. “Each film is a heartfelt 
journey into personal life stories or captivating business 
narratives,” Davis said. “Our storytelling is brought to life with 
photos, home movies, historical media, vibrant graphics, 
evocative voiceovers and carefully crafted reenactments. The 
result is a lasting family or corporate legacy film designed to be 
treasured by generations.” Davis is also set to release I am We, 
the story of a woman living with dissociative identity disorder.  
The film follows her healing journey and will be available on 
demand on several streaming platforms in the coming months.  

PBC FILMMAKER CAPTURES LIFE STORIES 

  The Palm Beach County Film and Television Commission 
is excited to announce a brand new Show Hosts page for The 
Palm Beaches TV (PBTV) on its website. Visitors are now able 
to access the full list of celebrated hosts under “The Palm 
Beaches TV” tab on the main page. The page serves as an 

opportunity to discover 
more about PBTV’s 
diverse l ineup of 
programming, learn 
about each show’s 
original distribution 

platform and household viewership reach, and read a short 
description of each show.  Newer PBTV faces featured include 
Linda Bright of The Bright Life of The Palm Beaches, Theo 
Dorsey of The Equestrian Life, Ana Espinosa of Pets in 
Paradise, Cindy Hing of Day Tripping in The Palm Beaches, 
Kitty Lundan of What’s Poppin’ PBC?, and Donnell McCant of 
Parks in The Palm Beaches.  

MEET THE PBTV PERSONALITIES 

 WATCH NEW EPISODES OF ON THE TOWN IN THE PALM BEACHES WITH FRANK LICARI  

  Theo Dorsey                 Ana Espinosa                 Cindy Hing 
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  Parks in The Palm Beaches, the newest TV series for those who want to embark on outdoor adventures 
is making its official debut on April 6! The show, set to air on Destination America on Saturday mornings at 
7:30 a.m. EST, will run through May 11. It will highlight activities such as hiking, fishing, athletics, and golf, all 
made possible through facilities managed by the Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation Department. 
Host Donnell McCant says, "When people think about Palm Beach County, what typically comes to mind is 
what's in the name – beaches and palm trees! While those are certainly large draws for tourists and locals 
alike, I love that Parks in The Palm Beaches showcases a myriad of ways to enjoy recreational activities in the County. Each park brings 
a unique experience that visitors are sure to enjoy." Follow us on socials to see when Parks will be available on demand on PBTV. 

 NEW SERIES PARKS IN THE PALM BEACHES AIRING IN APRIL ON DESTINATION AMERICA 

The cinematic possibilities are endless with Multi Image 
Group (MIG), a premier event production and communications 
powerhouse right here in Palm Beach County. Specializing in 
cutting-edge technology, MIG offers filmmakers a myriad of 
innovative tools to bring their visions to life. Their team of 
seasoned professionals stand ready to collaborate with 
filmmakers, offering personalized support and guidance every 
step of the way.  
 

From curating engaging live events and dynamic exhibits to 
leveraging multimedia storytelling techniques, their end-to-end 
in-house capabilities empower the film community to captivate 
audiences and drive impactful narratives on screen. Whether 
seeking to enhance film premieres, host immersive screenings, 
or elevate promotional campaigns, MIG is a one-stop shop for 
transforming creative concepts into unforgettable film 
experiences. Click here to 
learn more about all the 
services Multi Image Group 
has to offer.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

MIG EMPOWERING LOCAL FILMMAKERS 

FAU BASKETBALL GETTING AIR 

    The Florida Atlantic University men’s 
basketball team has played 12 nationally 
televised home games this season, and net-
works have prominently showcased the 
school’s Boca Raton campus and Eleanor 
R. Baldwin Arena. The Owls, led by head 
coach Dusty May, have played five home games on ESPN2, 
five home games on ESPN+ and two home games on ESPNU. 

The Owls will conclude their regular season on 
March 9 with a nationally televised home game 
on CBS. Bumpers before and after commer-
cials have highlighted Boca Raton’s exquisite 
beaches, Mizner Park shopping district and 

FAU’s picturesque 850-acre campus. The 12 nationally televised 
home games are four more than last season, which has brought 
more production to Palm Beach County. As of mid-February, 
FAU was 20-6, third in the American Athletic Conference and 
primed to enter the NCAA Tournament, where last season, the 
Owls awed the basketball world and reached the Final Four. 

SCIFI ANIMATION FILM FEST ON MARCH 16 

      WellingCon and the SciFi Animation 
Film Festival (SAFF) return to the Movies at 
Wellington on March 16. The free event will 
include live musical performances, a comic 
book giveaway and local filmmaker Gary 
Davis’ science fiction animations The TaxMan and Bee and the 
Beast — both films feature the voice and music of Davis’ local jazz 
band, BWB. “I am excited and looking forward to WellingCon and 
SAFF where I will have the opportunity to display the fruit of my 
labor, all created locally -- my comic books, music in the form of 
performance, animation soundtracks and the animations 
themselves,” Davis said. “It's wonderful to return from last year's 
event fundraiser and have Sonjia Rose, who the fundraiser was in 
honor of, host our event this year.” Last March, the Dubois 
Institute of Arts and Social Justice organized the event as a 
fundraiser for Rose, a survivor of a life-threatening car accident. 
For more event information, click here.  

 Breakaway – Women in Polo is an award-
winning show that showcases fearless female 
polo players and how the face of the sport has 
shifted. Breakaway originally aired on ESPN 
and opens with a backstory about Sunny Hale, 
the world’s greatest women’s polo player and 
the first woman to win the U.S. Open Polo 
Championship, the most prestigious tournament in the USA.  
 

Sunny broke down the gender barrier of the male-dominated 
sport of polo and inspired countless females to pursue their 
passion for the sport. The award-winning show highlights other 

women of the sport like Dawn Jones and takes 
a historical look at the American superstar and 
top-ranked polo professional, Hope Arellano – 
a fourth-generation polo player who competes 
against both men and women. Watch the 
exciting show, Breakaway - Women in Polo, on 
The Palm Beaches TV. 

 AWARD-WINNING WOMEN IN THE SADDLE 
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 

Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery | Director of Operations Alberto Jordat  
Marketing Manager Brianna Moles | Production Designer Kelly King |  

Social Media & Events Developer Josh Hyber  
Production Coordinators Brandon Perry and Matthew Mazzamaro 

Administrative Assistant Angie Crocitto 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Mayor Maria Sachs | Vice Mayor Maria G. Marino 
Commissioners Michael Barnett | Mack Bernard | Sarah Baxter | Marci Woodward | Greg K. Weiss  
County Administrator Verdenia Baker  

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT     
UNDERWATER CINEMATOGRAPHY 

Contributors: Angie Crocitto, Josh Hyber, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King, Matthew Mazzamaro, Brianna Moles, Brandon Perry   

To have your production included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000 

     An underwater parade of marine life that draw biologists, divers, 
and production companies to capture it is ready for its close up! 
These are a few of the hot spots! 
 

Juno Ledge, off the coast of Juno Beach, 
provides a variety of species, like sea turtles, 
sharks and eels against a backdrop of 
colorful corals and sponges in shades of 
burgundy, lavender and orange. Usually a 

school of goliath grouper hover along the caves, next to overhangs 
that house morays, eagle rays, lobsters, turtles, and sharks. 
 
Boynton Beach Reef, where the water of 
Lake Worth Lagoon meets the Atlantic 
Ocean, offers an underwater feast for the 
eyes. The mix of salt and freshwater makes 
it an optimal breeding ground for colorful 
sponges and healthy corals. This area is home to angelfish, trumpet 
fish, sea fans, barrel sponges, nurse sharks, turtles, rays, and more! 
 

The Blue Heron Bridge in Riviera Beach is 
certainly one of the premiere shore diving 
destinations featuring sunken boats and 
statues. The County created the Snorkel 
Trail, an artificial reef that runs along the 

north side of the bridge and is a favorite spot of some of the best 
underwater photographers - including Sandra Edwards, one of the 
most prolific local underwater photographers who calls PBC home. 
There are many more exciting locations to explore in the Palm 
Beach County Film and Television Commission’s database here. 

 FILM FLASHBACK: CADDYSHACK 

     A young caddie struggles to get his life together in this fish-out-of-water comedy starring Bill Murray, Chevy Chase 
and Rodney Dangerfield. The film shot a variety of venues in South Florida including The Boca Raton Resort and 
Spa, as it was known at the time (now named The Boca Raton). First time director, Harold Ramis came to the project 
as a hotshot comedy writer and quickly learned that on-location filming is different than shooting on a set. His initial 
choice for camera position caused a stir since the entire basecamp would have been in the shot! Despite the director’s 
inexperience, Caddyshack grossed just under $40 million with its unforgettable script lines delivered by the hilariously 
expressive cast of characters. It’s no wonder the film is considered a classic! 

      With a record breaking 529 entries received from 93 
schools throughout the state, the judging phase of the competi-
tion has begun!  With an incredibly diverse, international panel 
of judges – a staggering 47 in all (including 11 
new judges), submissions will be reviewed by 
dedicated, accoladed industry professionals 
from all over the world. To learn more about 
the panel, visit pbfilm.com/SSOFjudges to 
access full bios and headshots. 
 
The theme of this year’s Palm Beaches Student Showcase of 
Films is Artificial Intelligence! Students and teachers will be 
transported into a virtual realm to celebrate finalists within 12 
categories. Emmy-nominated and award-winning writer, pro-
ducer, and actor, Frank Licari returns to host the show. 
 

Get ready for a special encounter on the red 
carpet with Spot, the agile mobile robot. Cre-
ated by Boston Dynamics, an American engi-
neering and robotics design company, the 
robot can move independently to navigate 
difficult terrain. Spot uses a “cognitive inspec-

tion platform” and 16 cameras to scan the world around it. With 
AI taking over, it’s sure to make things extra entertaining!  
 
Join us on the red carpet at 9:30 in the morning and the award 
show at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, April 26, at the Maltz Jupiter 
Theatre. Seating is limited. Click here to RSVP by Friday, April 
5, to save your seat! For more details on the event, visit our 
website.  

EDUCATION CORNER  
RECORD BREAKING SUBMISSIONS  


