
The entertainment production industry is back and booming in Palm Beach County, generating 
$238.7M in production revenues for 2022. That’s a 17% increase over the previous year, and a half 
million dollars more than the previous record-breaking year in 2019 ($238.2M). Concurrently, 
production-related business brought 19,895 hotel room nights to the County -setting another 
record-breaking accomplishment for production in The Palm Beaches! 
 

Crews from all around the world continue to choose The Palm Beaches for our beautiful backdrops 
and scenic spaces, which comes as no surprise. This filmmaker’s paradise offers 47-miles of 
pristine coastline to the east and sprawling everglades to the west, making Palm Beach County the 
largest - and possibly most diverse - county in the state of Florida.  
 

Shows like BBC’s Top Gear (U.K.) and HGTV Canada’s Renovation Island are just some of the 
international productions that came to The Palm Beaches last year. Production also attracted 
crews from more than a dozen states including California, Texas, Tennessee, Massachusetts, and 
even Montana. Some of last year’s notable productions included a Gatorade commercial, featuring 
Jupiter resident Serena Williams, as well as segments of the hit-show Diners, Drive-Ins, and 
Dives, featuring Guy Fieri who now calls Lake Worth Beach home.   

 

Meanwhile, production’s off to a strong start in 2023. A team out of New York recently filmed Remy 
Martin’s Super Bowl ad, featuring Serena Williams, at PGA National Resort and Spa. Visit our 
website and sign up for our monthly newsletter to stay in the know.    
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      Governor Ron DeSantis’ office 
announced that Florida had a record 
137.6 million visitors in 2022. And those 
record tourism numbers are having a big 
impact on Palm Beach County too! 
Discover The Palm Beaches, the county’s official tourism 
marketing agency, held a State of The Tourism Industry summit 
at the Eau Palm Beach Resort & Spa in Manalapan. At the 
event, which took place in February, Discover’s team announced 
that they recorded 9.1 million visitors to the county last year, up 
31% from 2021. That translates to $1.4B in room night revenues, 
which generated $77.8 million in bed tax collections for the 
County, up 44% from the previous peak in 2019. Discover’s 
President & CEO, Jorge Pesquera, covered key areas of focus 
for the agency in 2023, including the evolution of the tourism 
brand architecture in alignment with other TDC agencies. Learn 
more about our vision to be a globally recognized destination by 
visiting the Tourist Development Council website.  

 
USPA GOLD CUP STREAMING FOR FREE 

     The USPA Gold Cup ® is the 
second leg of the Gauntlet of Polo 
where the worlds finest horses and top 
athletes battle it out and every moment 
of the action is streamed on the USPA 
Polo Network free of charge.  
“The most challenging and promising aspect is to improve and 
innovate the live production for USPA members, followers and 
fans” said USPA Executive Director of Communications, Matt 
Baran. “In an effort to reach a wider audience and engage them 
in the sport of polo, livestreamed matches are available at 
uspolo.org and across all USPA social medial channels, including 
Twitch! Our goal is to build life-long fans of the sport and inspire 
them to pick up a mallet.” New features like real-time graphics 
and stats, professional grade cameras and the reintroduction of 
field audio is going to elevate the livestream and enable the 
Association to better share the unique stories and the sport of 
Polo with the world. 

https://www.pbfilm.com
https://www.pbfilm.com
https://discover.pbcgov.org/touristdevelopment/Pages/default.aspx
https://discover.pbcgov.org/touristdevelopment/Pages/default.aspx
https://discover.pbcgov.org/touristdevelopment/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.uspolo.org/
pbfilm.com
thepalbeaches.tv
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PICKLEBALL TOURNEY AT PATCH REEF 

 PASSPORT TO THE PALM BEACHES FEATURES ART PALM BEACH 

Award-winning filmmaker Rafael Noriega, 
known as “The Wizard”, is back in South Florida 
shooting a six-episode psychological thriller  
m in i -ser ies  t i t l ed  “The Answer” .  
Noriega, a director, cinematographer, and 
editor, has created a solid portfolio of 
documentaries, TV pilots and films.  
His mantra—“feel the story” helps make the emotion real for the 
audience. His nickname comes from the name of his production 
company; Wizard Studios. But his passion is “show, don’t tell”. 
Whether he’s shooting the documentary “An Island in Time”, 
or the award-winning sci-fi short film, “Explorandum”, or “The 
Answer” miniseries, Noriega wants the audience to have an 
authentic experience. He does this by his careful selection of 
each lens and by supervising camera angles to build on 
emotion and effectively communicate the theme. Noriega also 
says he has a generally positive attitude that has served him 
well: “Life is difficult enough, why make it worse?” Learn more 
about this filmmaker and his projects on IMDb. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

RAFAEL NORIEGA 

     Jacqueline Journey and the crew of Passport to The Palm Beaches headed over to the Palm Beach 
County Convention Center for Art Palm Beach—Palm Beach County’s longest running art fair dedicated to 
contemporary, emerging and modern master works of art of the 20th & 21st centuries. The Passport team was 
there to view some of the most prestigious contemporary, emerging and modern art galleries and interview 
some of the art collectors and artists in South Florida, including artist, actor, writer and filmmaker, Jordi 
Molla. Art Palm Beach is known around the world as the premiere mid-winter contemporary art fair in The 
Palm Beaches by both art critics and enthusiasts. Look for the segment on Art Palm Beach in the upcoming 
season 4 of Passport to The Palm Beaches. Until then, watch the past 3 seasons on ThePalmBeaches.TV. 

    The 2023 Gold Medal Pro Finals Pickle-
ball Masters Tournament took place at 
Patch Reef Park in Boca Raton.  The three 
day event was live streamed on You Tube 
with over 50K viewers tuning in to watch the 
action and more than 300 people posted live from the event 
including Scott Singer, the mayor of Boca Raton. 
 

The event was hosted by Carl Foster of Foster Event Group who 
is the executive producer and host of the worlds only weekly 
television show Inside World Pickleball broadcast on Fox Sports. 
  

Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation Department has 
been installing courts across the County as a response to the 
demand from residents who want to play the sport. Courts can 
be found at Burt Aaronson South County Regional, Carlin, 
and Okeeheelee Parks and others, check out the full list of the 
County’s pickleball courts here. 

 LOCAL FILM GOES INTERNATIONAL  

    BURT REYNOLDS: The Last Interview, an 
uncut and uncensored documentary film recently 
debuted at the Berlin Film Festival and the 
European Film Market. The project was picked 
up by Kaczmarek Digital Media Group (KDMG) 
when they acquired worldwide distribution rights in partnership 
with TALK Global Media to represent the film internationally. “I 
have been a lifelong fan of Burt Reynolds’ iconic work and this 
documentary gives a rare look into who he was behind the 
scenes,” stated KDMG chief executive officer Kyle Kaczmarek. 

 

The project is the work of The Pamplin Film 
Company, written and directed by Rick 
Pamplin and produced by Scott DuPont. 
The film features Reynolds in a no-holds-
barred retrospective of his life’s work and 
passions and a Q&A with Quentin Tarantino 
and some of Reynolds’ closest friends. 

Brightline launched a new rail safety 
campaign to educate the public that “stopping 
a bad decision is easy, stopping a train isn’t, - 
be safe, stay off the tracks” and invites 
viewers to sign a safety pledge. 
 

Downtown West Palm Beach was selected as a location for 
one of the upcoming Brightline Public Service Announcements. 
The safety campaign focuses on three separate scenarios that 
feature different types of situations: a motorist who is 
considering driving around the gates, teenagers who 
contemplate beating an approaching train and a jogger who 
removes his headphones so he can hear the trains warning 
bells. The production company, No Parachute Films, out of 
Miami, brought a team of 40 people to set the scene and 
complete the work. Their new campaign will be driven through 
community partner initiatives and social channels, as well as 
school districts. The announcements will run through the 
launch of Brightline service to Orlando. Get onboard with rail 
safety and sign the pledge. 

RAIL SAFETY CAMPAIGN 

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm12008882/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm12008882/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm12008882/
https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/passport-to-the-palm-beaches/
https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/passport-to-the-palm-beaches/
https://discover.pbcgov.org/parks/Amenities/Pickleball.aspx
https://discover.pbcgov.org/parks/Amenities/Pickleball.aspx
https://brightlinesafety.com/#take-the-pledge
https://brightlinesafety.com/#take-the-pledge
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  Online broadcasting has completely shifted, we now have the capability to look for content that suits our needs or interests any time, 
day or night. This makes it easy to watch, make plans, and get a global view of the world. The Palm Beaches TV has expanded onto 
another streaming platform reaching the United States and Latin America via our partner Olympusat’s platform freetv.com.  
The new streaming service offers a variety of free programming and unlimited access to thousands of hours of programming including 
Hollywood blockbusters, independent films, original productions, soap operas and more.  
Viewers can access the high-quality family-friendly programming of PBTV and get a taste of what 
the Palm Beaches has to offer on this new platform.  

 
PBTV IS NOW ON FREE TV 

 Jackie Gleason loved Florida, and people 
everywhere loved him back. His oversized 
personality commanded any stage or set he was 
on and every room he entered. With several ties to 
the area that include starring in Smokey and the 
Bandit with Burt Reynolds and as the original founder of The 
Jackie Gleason Inverrary Classic, the golf tournament that 
eventually became The Honda Classic, the PGA Tour’s 
longest running tournament.   

 

The Cultural Council for PBC hosted an 
event that explored the late actor’s roles 
beyond Ralph Kramden.  Paul Offenkrantz, 

D.M. presented a peek into the life of Jackie Gleason, and 
explored his ability to do serious drama as well as physical 
comedy and his reign as “The Great One”. The event was held 
at Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at FAU, Jupiter in the 
film-friendly Elinor Bernon Rosenthal complex. Find a film 
friendly location in The Palm Beaches. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

JACKIE GLEASON—BEYOND KRAMDEN 

MORSELIFE’S AUDIENCE AWARDS 

The inaugural Donald M. Ephraim 
Palm Beach Film Festival© - presented 
by MorseLife – announced its Audience 
Award Winners at their closing-night 
screening last month. Juniper, directed 
by Matthew J Saville, starring Charlotte 
Rampling took home the audience prize for Best Feature Film. 

In addition, the film Daryl Jones:  In 
The Blood won an Audience Award for 
Best Documentary Film while Ghosted 
took home the prize for Best Short Film.  
 

The festival’s founding director Ellen 
Wedner said, “The inaugural Donald 

M. Ephraim Palm Beach Film Festival© was a big success, 
attracting thousands of local film fans to nearly 100 different 
screenings at eight different cinemas throughout [Palm Beach 
County].” Learn more about the film festivals in The Palm 
Beaches by visiting pbfilm.com.  

Charlotte Rampling  

SEA TURTLE NESTING SEASON 

     Every year, from March through 
October, female sea turtles come to our 
beaches to lay their eggs. During this 
time, there are no lights allowed on the 
beaches before sunrise. 
 

Three species nest on County beaches: loggerheads, greens, 
and leatherbacks. The process begins when the female sea 
turtle finds a location to dig a nest and lay between 100-120 
eggs which can take several hours. After 60 days, the baby 
turtles begin to emerge and make their way to the ocean.  
 

PBC takes the protection of sea turtles seriously, and local 
conservation groups work tirelessly to ensure the survival of 
these important creatures. By following simple guidelines, 
residents and visitors can help protect sea turtles and ensure 
that this annual nesting ritual continues for generations to come. 
Find out more about filming on beaches during Sea Turtle 
Nesting Season. 

Gary Davis, filmmaker, musician 
and comic book creator, wants to see 
you at the Movies at Wellington on 
March 18 for “WellingCon”.  The 
event will highlight Davis and his 
comic books, animations, movies, 
and actors.  It’s a free event but Davis’s non-profit, The Dubois 
Institute of Arts & Social Justice, is putting together a fundraiser 
for his wife Sonjia, who was seriously injured in a recent car 
crash.  Davis’s comic books are very popular and many have 
been turned into 30-minute animation films. Their titles range 
from “TaxMan America” to “Bully Bink” to a science fiction 
series called "The 2050 Universe” just to name a few.   
They’ve been broadcast locally on WHDT TV—South Florida 9. 
The “WellingCon” event will have a red carpet, a piano 
concert, photo op displays, an animation premiere, and much 
more.  Davis says he wants to focus on his passion for 
filmmaking at this difficult time and stay positive as his wife 
continues her recovery. 

 WELLINGCON—COMICS AND MOVIES 

https://www.olympusat.com/networks/freetv/
https://www.olympusat.com/networks/freetv/
https://www.pbfilm.com/locations
https://www.pbfilm.com/locations
https://www.pbfilm.com/film-festival-in-palm-beach-county
https://www.pbfilm.com/film-festival-in-palm-beach-county
https://www.pbfilm.com/sea-turtle-information
https://www.pbfilm.com/sea-turtle-information
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      Everyone is Irish during the month of March, so we’re 
focusing on a few old-world options in The Palm Beaches. 
 

O’Shea’s Irish Pub is a lively place with 
dark wood and old-world charm located 
on Clematis Street in West Palm Beach 
with an outdoor patio. Just down the road 
is Roxy’s Pub takes theming to a whole 

new level with wood and stone walls 
and floors, setting the scene is simple 
in this space. The brown brick 
exterior and arched windows with and 
rooftop bar make it a location that is 
ready for its close up. 

 

One of the best fireplaces is found at Paddy 
Mac’s Restaurant in Palm Beach Gardens. The 
dark wood and white stucco hearth draws the eye 
through the space and there is a lot of natural 
light available in the bar.  

 
If a castle is more your style, Wellington 
boasts the areas only castle. Built over 30 
years by Bruce Woods, the property was 
recently sold to new owners that are 
currently renovating the space to function 
as an event venue. The exterior has been refreshed and interior 
spaces will soon be available for productions.  
 
Find the perfect backdrop for your production at pbfilm.com. 

 
FILM FLASHBACK: SMOKEY & THE BANDIT II 

   The action comedy Smokey and the Bandit II, was written and directed by Hal Needham and featured a star-
studded cast including Jackie Gleason, Sally Field, Dom DeLuise, Jerry Reed and Burt Reynolds. The film was 
mostly shot at locations in northern Palm Beach County, including the Burt Reynolds Ranch in Jupiter where 
sets were made for the facade of The Gator Motel. The iconic bridge-jumping scene where Sheriff Buford and his 
devoted son Junior; jump into the water, was shot on the bridge over the Intracoastal Waterway on Indiantown 
Road in Jupiter. Other Florida filming locations for this movie include Miami, Tampa/St. Petersburg and Stuart.  

    The 28th annual Student Showcase 
of Films (SSOF) hit record-breaking 
numbers of nearly 500 entries submit-
ted to the competition this year. With 
such an astonishing number of appli-
cants, our panel of expert judges are fully submerged in  
judging in order to name this year’s finalists. 
 
While judging is underway, producers have selected a theme for 
the event, taking us on a time travel back to the 90s! Get ready 
to go back to the color-block looks that range from grunge to 
preppy, solid tees under jackets, overalls, and -of course- lots of 
velvet and satin for red carpet appearances. This year’s show 
will make its mark as one to remember. With many special sur-
prises in the works, you won’t want miss any of the production 
that comes together to create a memorable show. 

 
Save the date and make plans to join us on 
April 21, 2023 at the Maltz Jupiter Theatre for 
a retro red-carpet awards show hosted  
by actor, producer Frank 
Licari. The finalists and 

winners will have their projects showcased 
and celebrated as they come together to 
network with other high school and college 
student filmmakers from across the state. 
RSVP to studentshowcase@pbfilm.com. 
 

Learn more about this year’s judges, awards and the upcoming 
award show celebrating Florida’s student filmmakers.  

https://www.pbfilm.com/locations
mailto:studentshowcast@pbfilm.com?subject=RSVP%20SSOF
pbfilm.com/SSOF
pbfilm.com/SSOF

