
 The Honda Classic returns to PGA National Resort & Spa 
this month, bringing the world’s best golfers to The Palm Beaches 
March 15-21. This year’s PGA Tour event, played in Palm Beach 
Gardens, will feature homegrown stars Brooks Koepka and 
Daniel Berger. Koepka, who was the No. 1 player in the world for 
eight months leading into last year’s Honda Classic, grew up in 
Lake Worth and attended Cardinal Newman High School before 
attending Florida State University (FSU). Berger is another Palm Beach County standout who 
attended Palm Beach Gardens Dwyer High School before also playing at FSU.   

 

This year’s Honda Classic offers a limited allotment of tickets 
for public sale as it continues its plan to welcome a reduced 
number of fans to this year’s tournament. However, fans will 

be able to experience the action from the comfort and safety of their homes with live televised 
coverage of the event on NBC’s Golf Channel. Honda Classic Executive 
Director Kenneth R. Kennerly wants to “do everything possible to make 
sure that [the event] will be a great experience,” noting that organizers are 
“being conservative in our planning as we continue to navigate the 

pandemic.” For example, The Bear Trap - 
which usually winds around the 16th green 
and 17th hole tee box area - is being re-
imagined into three sections with limited 
seating in socially-distanced blocks of two and four seats. To learn 
more about this year’s ticket options, competitors and tournament 
updates, visit thehondaclassic.com. 
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  The United States Polo 
Association (USPA) and 
International Polo Club Palm Beach 
(IPC) in partnership with the Palm 
Beach County Sports Commission will 
bring the GAUNTLET OF POLO®, the 

world’s most prestigious series of polo tournaments, 
back to Wellington for the third consecutive year. 
There is limited seating and tailgating opportunities 
at the stadium due to the pandemic. However, all 
three GAUNTLET OF POLO® tournaments will be 

livestreamed on Global Polo TV (GPTV), polo's premier 
destination for live and on-demand polo content in the world. 
GPTV is accessible at globalpolo.com and on major apps 

including iOS, Android, Roku and 
Amazon Fire. To date, more than 130 
official USPA events have aired live, 

while 500 on-demand videos and 5,000 hours of content are 
available on the platform. See more at uspoloassnglobal.com. 
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AT HOME WITH SERENA WILLIAMS 

      Open Door is a video companion of 
Architectural Digest magazine which 
features celebrities giving tours of their 
residences. In a recent episode, the show 
came to South Florida to showcase the 
stunning North Palm Beach County home 
of tennis legend Serena Williams. The 
video tour features the sprawling, art-filled, 
14,500-square-foot Spanish Mediterranean 
waterfront mansion. The house was 
remodeled thoroughly by someone who knows Serena quite well 

– her sister, tennis great Venus 
Wil l iams. When she’s not 
competing on the court, Venus 
heads a  we l l -es tab l ished , 
acclaimed interior design firm, V 
Starr Interiors. For a glimpse of the 

Open Door episode featuring Serena Williams’ mansion, visit 
architecturaldigest.com/video.  

 

FILM FLORIDA PODCAST - MARCH 

Thom Gossom, Jr. 
 

Jose Daniel Freixas 

Brooks Koepka & Daniel Berger 

The Bear Trap 
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  Passport Magazine out of New 
York City recently filmed a branded 
video with Lexus titled Fiercely 
Authentic, with a narrative profile of 
NASCAR driver Evan Darling 
shown driving around various iconic backdrops in West Palm 
Beach and Palm Beach. As the first openly gay professional 
race car driver in the nation, Darling is an advocate for LGBTQ 
rights, stating on his E. Darling Enterprises site that he aims “to 
open doors and eyes to the fact who you love should not 
determine who you can and can not be!” Darling and crew, led 
by award-winning director Freddy Rodriguez, stayed at the Eau 
Palm Beach then captured picturesque footage cruising along 

Ocean Boulevard, Worth Avenue, Royal Palm 
Way and Flagler Drive. They also spent a day 
at the Palm Beach International Raceway, 
where Darling put the pedal to the metal. See 
more at passportmagazine.com.  

 

 It's nothing but sunshine and blue skies 
for West Palm Beach born and rising star 
of country music, Brooke Eden. In 2008, 
Brooke won the title of "Miss South 
Florida" at a regional beauty pageant and 
soon after auditioned for American Idol, 
making it through to Hollywood week. Brooke eventually moved 
to Nashville and signed a publishing deal with BMI. Her newest 
single, No Shade, reflects a turning point for the Florida native. 
Recently, Nashville production crew Bolo Brothers Creative 

teamed up with Brooke at Tiki 52 Bar & 
Grill and Coral Cove Park in Tequesta to 
capture the meaning and magic of the 
highly personal song. “Coral Cove Park 
was an absolute dream to film at offering 
us a variety of different setups in a single 
location,” said Jared Rauso, Producer and 
Director with Bolo Brothers Creative. To 
see the video and learn more about the 
star, visit brookeeden.com/videos.  

 

CRUISIN’ WITH DARLING 

A WILD ADDITION TO THE PALM BEACHES TV 

NO SHADE IN CORAL COVE 

 Food Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and 
Dives visited the sunny shores of The Palm 
Beaches for an upcoming episode of the 
popular reality series. Hosted by celebrity chef 
personality Guy Fieri, the show explores 
niche, independent eateries across the 
country. Fieri was spotted driving his 
unmistakable red Camaro with the license 
plate “FLVRTWN” (Flavortown), sampling the 
delectable offerings of Cholo Soy Cocina in 
West Palm Beach, The Butcher Shop Beer 
Garden and Grill in West Palm Beach, and Coolinary Café in 

Palm Beach Gardens. Fieri was 
also seen on Lake Worth Beach 
soaking up the sun during breaks 
between filming. For more about the 
series and to catch the new episode, 
visit foodnetwork.com/shows/diners-
drive-ins-and-dives. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

FIERI FINDS HIS FLAVOR FIX 

HAUTE HEROES ARE CATCHING FIRE 

 The Palm Beach Gardens Fire 
Rescue Department has been in the 
national spotlight in news, print and 
television since an all-female crew of 
firefighters worked a shift together for the 
first time in the department’s 57-year 
history in 2020. Nicknamed the “Haute 
Heroes” for the Palm Beach Illustrated 
March 2021 cover story, the group of five 
role models were also featured on an 
episode of A&E’s popular reality series Live Rescue. They have 
coined the hashtag #sheshift for the historic all-female crew, and 

the newfound fame and attention has 
brought about opportunities to mentor 
and guide the next generation of 
women firefighters. See more about 
their story at palmbeachillustrated.com. 

 
   A report by VISIT FLORIDA found that 22% of people cited seeing a movie helped them plan their next 
vacation. This is known as film-induced tourism, and its one of reasons The Palm Beaches TV was 
launched in 2017. The all-original programming shares unique stories of the area and features high quality 

family-friendly content. The newest addition to the channel lineup is Hidden Wild. The 
30-minute film, created in partnership with PBC Environmental Resources Management 
and Discover The Palm Beaches, showcases the 32,000 acres of natural areas as well as 160,000 acres of 
connected wilderness within the County. Viewers will enjoy an eco-expedition undertaken by local teens and led 
by conservation photographer, educator, and science communicator Alex Freeze as they journey through PBC’s 
diverse mosaic of native habitats that offer unique wildlife encounters. For more info, visit ThePalmBeaches.TV. 

Cholo Soy Cocina On set at Coral Cove Park 

Brooke Eden 

Hidden Wild 

PB Illustrated Shoot 



 The Flamingo Film Festival is 
dedicated to exhibiting international 
short films and videos produced by 
student filmmakers. Typically held at 
Florida Atlantic University, the 2021 festival will be an entirely 
virtual event for health and safety reasons. The festival is 
currently open for submissions for outstanding dramatic, 
documentary, experimental, music video, and animated projects 
created by students who are enrolled in a college, university, or 
other post-secondary institution. Submissions are judged based 

on core categories as well as craft 
expertise, with an audience favorite to cap 
things off! The deadline for submissions is 
April 11, and the virtual event will take 
place via Twitch on April 24. See more at 
filmfreeway.com/FlamingoFilmFest. 
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8TH ANNUAL FLAMINGO FEST 

LOCAL FAMILY SNAGS SHARK TANK WIN 

ENDLESS GOLF IN THE PALM BEACHES 

   Boca Raton-based award-winning 
writer and filmmaker Tina Czarnota took 
a unique approach to her spec script for 
Imagine That! by creating a movie 
poster to accompany her narrative. The 
effort has paid off with accolades, as the 
poster has now won awards as Czarnota 
continues the film development process. 
The poster was an Official Selection for 
the Imagine Rain Independent Film 
Awards, then went on to garner the 
Grand Jury Prize win! Czarnota enjoys working with local cast 
and crew on her projects, savoring the relationships built on 
sets. “A gig is a gig! For example, you may be an actor, writer or 
such but don't discount filling a craft service, gofer need or 
more.  This keeps you in the loop, fresh and you never know 
who you'll connect with,” she shared. See more about Tina’s 
previous projects at imdb.com/name/nm6310140.  

     Viewers of the hit ABC series Shark Tank know that getting a shark (celebrity investor) to “bite” is not so easy. 
But one local family knows the sweet taste of Shark Tank success! West Palm Beach-based brother and sister 
duo, Michael and Shirah Benarde presented their product, NightCap and secured a sweet deal with Lori Greiner. 

NightCap is a drink-spiking defense device created by (then-high school student) Shirah 
Benarde upon learning how prevalent drink spiking is in bars and on college campuses na-
tionwide. Her brother Michael helped bring his sister’s prototype from concept to reality. 
Shirah stated, “Having Lori as a third partner is very motivating and pushes me to become a 
successful entrepreneur just like her.” See more about the product at NightCapIt.com, and more about the popular 
reality series at abc.com/shows/shark-tank. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

IMAGINE THAT! 

  Endless Golf is a 30-minute 
television program that showcases 
the finest resorts and golf courses you 
can play. For over 15 years, Endless 

Golf has featured 
well over 200 golf 
courses. The series airs on Fox Sports 
Florida, MASN network in the Washington 
D.C. / Baltimore area and the AT&T network 
out of Pittsburgh, PA. 

 

Recently, several courses in Palm Beach County were 
highlighted on the series including BallenIsles Country Club in 
Palm Beach Gardens, the Bear Lakes Country Club in West 
Palm Beach, Abacoa Golf Club in Jupiter and North Palm 

Beach Country Club which is a Jack 
Nicklaus signature golf course. Host 
Bobby Vermillion, accompanied by a 
local golf pro, discusses each course 
in depth, while featuring beautiful 
drone footage. For more info, visit 
endlessgolf.com. 

  Palm Beach-based filmmaker Breion 
Moses was recognized by Legacy Mag-
azine as one of South Florida’s Most 
Influential and Prominent Black Wom-
en in Business and Industry for 2020. 
Breion was also featured on Nova 
Southeastern University’s website, 
where she earned an MPA in 2016, as a 
distinguished alumnus. As CEO and Founder of Seven Hillz 
Productions and the Seven Hillz Production Foundation, 
her mission as a leader and entrepreneur is to inspire aspiring 
filmmakers and partner with minority groups in the community. 
“Our world is multicultural and multiracial and therefore, we 
should acknowledge the importance of diversity,” she shared. 
Moses is busy working on the 2nd Annual Reelback Film Sum-

mit, which will take place virtually this year due 
to COVID-19, but will travel to Historically Black 
College Universities across the country once it 
is safe to gather. See more at sevenhillz.com. 

SPOTLIGHT ON RISING STAR 

NPB Country Club 

Michael & Shirah Benarde  



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Dave Kerner, Mayor | Robert S. Weinroth, Vice Mayor 
Maria G Marino | Gregg K. Weiss | Maria Sachs | Melissa McKinlay | Mack Bernard 
Verdenia Baker, County Administrator 
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM & TELEVISION COMMISSION 
Film Commissioner Chuck Elderd | Deputy Film Commissioner & Director of Finance Michelle Hillery  

Director of Operations & Production Christy Andreoni | Director of Development & Marketing Phyllis Man 
PR & New Marketing Strategist Lauren Tobin | Locations & Creative Marketing Specialist Kelly King  

Production Consultant Christopher Cobb | Office Administrator Alberto Jordat 

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT 
GOLF LOCATIONS IN PBC 

 * Co-Editors: Phyllis Man and Christy Tricoli  *Assistant Editor: Kelly King  |  To be included in this newsletter please call 561.233.1000  or email  Ctricoli@pbfilm.com 

EDUCATION CORNER  
HERE COME THE JUDGES! 

     Golf in The Palm Beaches goes 
beyond the sport when you consider 
the beauty of the setting and the 
foliage that attracts wildlife and wading 
birds. It’s also a regularly requested 
backdrop for commercials and 
photoshoots. 
 

Most of the year the PGA Resort & 
Spa is available for productions that 
want the prestige of the iconic property 
that offers 5 courses with amazing 
angles in every direction.  During 
March and April, it’s all about The 

Honda Classic and there is no end to their list of credits when it 
comes to hosting productions. 
 

Another popular course is the Red 
Reef Park Golf Course located in 
Boca Raton. Boasting waterfront 
views, the course crosses A1A and 
offers golf along the Intracoastal 
Waterway and the Atlantic Ocean.  
Their practice green is popular with productions that can avoid 
interrupting play on the course itself. 
 

The North Palm Beach Country 
Club has spectacular views of their 
Jack Nicklaus Signature golf course 
from the new two-story clubhouse. 
The rolling fairways and bunkered 
greens make a spectacular backdrop 

for a variety of productions. For more, visit pbfilm.com. 

Production at Red Reef Golf 

PGA Golf Course 

Nike Golf Commercial 

 The Palm Beaches Student Showcase of Films (SSOF) is 
gearing up to announce finalists for 2021! On January 31, 
submissions were given to more than 50 international industry 
professionals serving as judges. The panel includes Fabio 
Arber, a Cuban-American film and television producer; Cedric 
Dawson, of Dawson Digital Art School; Ralfonso, a Swiss 
designer; Alicia Haywood, an award-winning producer; Mike 
Kennedy, star of Discovery Channel's Airplane Repo; Adam 
Howard, supervisor and creator of high end visual effects and 
animation; Suzanne Niedland, an award-winning filmmaker and 
Broadway producer; Michael Orland, pianist, vocal coach and 
associate musical director on American Idol; M. Denise 
Simmons, an award-winning, Haitian-American filmmaker; and 
Ryan Shore, an Emmy Award and Grammy Award nominated 
composer, songwriter and musical director.  

Finalists will be announced in March with winners celebrated 
during the all new SSOF Award Show broadcast later this spring, 
hosted by Frank Licari. And, in a continuing tribute to Burt 
Reynolds, the SSOF will present to a high school senior, The 
Burt Reynolds Scholarship with a $5,000 cash prize. For more 
information about the competition, visit pbfilm.com/ssof. 

 FLASHBACK FEATURE: SMOKEY AND THE BANDIT II 

  Smokey and the Bandit II, the 1980 action comedy film directed by Hal Needham, featured a star-studded cast includ-
ing Jackie Gleason, Sally Field, Dom DeLuise, and local legend Burt Reynolds. The film is a sequel to the 1977 film and 
was predominately shot throughout northern Palm Beach County, especially the Burt Reynolds Ranch in Jupiter where 
sets were erected including the facade for The Gator Motel. Meanwhile, the contentiously comedic gas station scene was 
shot along US1 just north of Donald Ross Road in Juno Beach. There’s also the iconic bridge-jumping scene which was 
filmed on a bridge on Indiantown Road in Jupiter. See more at wikipedia.org/wiki/Smokey_and_the_Bandit_II. 
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