FOCUS on i

Newsletter of the Palm Beach County Film and Television Commission | JULY 2024

IN THIS ISSUE
@ FTC SUMMER INTERN SPOTLIGHT
@ SUMMER TOURISM PLAYS
@ urc FIGHTERS IN BOCA RATON
@ KIDS HOLLYWOOD SUMMER CAMP
@ PBe's WILD WESTERN SIDE
@ PrRiSIAN AESTHETICS
@ G-STAR ADDS GRADES 68

in The Palm Begches
with Fmi ”

In the finale of Season 7 of On the Town in The Palm
Beaches with Frank Licari (OTT) — which aired on South
Florida PBS in June - the show highlights the hidden gems
of Palm Beach County’s western communities. Host Frank
Licari leaves the big cities behind to embrace the enchanting *

screening celebration at the Dolly Hand Cultural Arts 5

Center in The Glades, where
the FTC participated in a Q&A |
panel with the OTT team.

L=

From an exhilarating airboat ride across the Florida Everglades,
to a skydiving experience at Skydive Palm Beach in Pahokee
and savoring soulful southern cooking at Belle Glade's Banyan
Tree and Mr. Shrimp, Frank explores what makes PBC’s west
side so unique. Continuing the adventures, visits the Everglades

Research and Education Center, and discovers the

heartwarming story behind Just

Plain Country's

scholarship fund. Topping off the expeditions with bass
fishing in The Glades, hiking the scenic Lake Okeechobee
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GLOBAL CHILD AIRS ON PEACOCK

Life is an adventure! Inspired by this mantra, Peacock travel
show Global Child, hosted by Augusto Valverde, takes
viewers on a journey of traveling with a purpose. An upcoming
episode, “Palm Beach: The Ride of a Lifetime," explores
extraordinary locales in Palm Beach County, Florida. The FTC
permitted three days of production at The Lake Worth Beach
Casino and Beach Complex. The episode frailer begins in the
equestrian haven of Wellington, continues to South Ocean
Boulevard in Palm Beach, Benny’s On The Beach in Lake
Worth Beach, and concludes with shots on Peanut Island and
at Jupiter’s Dubois Park. The episode is co-hosted by actress
Catherine Lidstone, and explores the majestic World Polo
League with help from polo enthusiasts and philanthropists
Grant and Melissa Ganzi. Production also
worked  closely  with  Environmental
Resources Management to coordinate pe
coverage of PBC'’s sustainable conservation f
efforts and incredible natural wildlife.

trail, and so much more, this episode promises to be full of
western charm. Watch the exciting conclusion of a
remarkable season and stream past episodes on demand =7/

SHARK WEEK & SHARKFEST FILM IN PBC

The fascinating life of sharks takes center stage 3.

this summer during Discovery Channel's Shark jpPiaatatd
Week (July 7-13) and National Geographic SHHHK
Channel's SHARKFEST (June 30-July 7). This JR/LLL%
year, Palm Beach County served as a prime

filming location, offering a rich underwater ecosystem perfect for
capturing these majestic creatures. The FTC team permitted Phil
Foster Park for Discovery's show about bull shark migration and
another for Nat Geo TV's b-roll shots at Riviera Beach
Municipal Beach Park. The shoots combined had 16 working
personnel and an estimated $200K budget. With the FTC’s one-
stop, easy permitting process, PBC was able to offer both
networks an opportunity to showcase the area's diverse marine
life and pristine waters. Shark Week, a tradition since 1988,
combines groundbreaking scientific research with heartpounding
encounters. SHARKFEST spans several weeks and spotlights
stories about these often misunderstood creatures.
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BURT REYNOLDS DOCU EXPANDS REACH

Burt Reynolds: The Last Interview, the gy
critically acclaimed final film of legendary f’
screen icon and famous Florida native Burt gyrT REYNOLDS
Reynolds, is expanding its distribution to
international airlines, overseas markets and
video on demand platforms. This feature-length documentary,
written and directed by Rick Pamplin, offers a glimpse into the
final chapter of Reynolds' life, revealing his thoughts on his
career, passions and advice.

The film includes rare Q&A sessions with close associates and a
discussion with filmmaker Quentin Tarantino, who recounts
casting Reynolds in Once Upon a Time in... Hollywood. The
film includes never-before-seen photographs from the private
collections of Tarantino, C. Todd Vittum, and the FTC. The film
boasts a 100 percent rating on Rotten Tomatoes. This project
was produced by Nemours Marketing, Inc. in association with
Pamplin Film Company and Think Visual Group.

UFC 302 FILM FEATURES BOCA RATON

Boca Boxing Gym is featured during
a 47-minute-long documentary
previewing the Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC) 302 bout between
Dustin Poirier and Islam Makhachev.
The full piece, which ran May 26 for the
June 1 competition, can be watched here.

The segment at Boca Boxing Gym spotlights the County as a
premier destination for sports and sports production and adds
boxing to a list of projects like MLB Spring Training baseball,
Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches PGA golf
tournament, the Delray Beach Open tennis tournament, Florida
Atlantic University sports and so much
‘W more. With the global rise of Mixed
Martial Arts and UFC competitions,
Palm Beach County offers opportunities
for youth competitors, teenagers and

adults to get involved.

PBC SUMMER TOURISM BOOM UNDERWAY

The Palm Beach County Board of

County Commissioners recently

unanimously approved a 20-year PBC ﬂwg

Master Tourism Plan, committed to

expanding community engagement,

enhancing infrastructure, promoting economic growth and

preserving the County's natural resources. As summer unfolds,

the Tourist Development Council will be supporting exciting

tourism campaigns and events that highlight the area’s vibrant

culture. Among these, the Cultural Council for Palm Beach

County's "Summer Jazz Series" hosts an array of talented

jazz artists, including Yvette Norwood Tiger, who was featured

in On _The Town in The Palm Beaches with Frank Licari.

Adding to the summer excitement is Discover The Palm
Beaches' "Love The Palm Beaches"
video campaign series, which
spotlights the area’s diverse
attractions, from pristine beaches to its
rich heritage.

FTC WELCOMES SUMMER INTERN

A The FTC welcomes summer intern,

Addisyn Francese! Set to graduate from Palm

Beach Atlantic University this summer, she

will receive her Bachelor's degree in Cinema

Arts. Finishing her collegiate studies in just

two years, Addisyn describes herself as a

hardworking and determined individual. After taking a TV
production class in high school and working with a local film
director, she became inspired to pursue a career in the
entertainment industry. Francese shares, “Before my internship
at the FTC, | never realized you don't have to travel far to find
production opportunities. Palm Beach County is a rich
filmmaking community, and there are so many productions
happening across Florida. As a student filmmaker, the
educational experience | gained here has helped me grasp
exactly what | need to grow professionally and feel comfortable
in my next steps in the film and television industry.”

Skechers recently filmed a dynamic commercial and shot still photography in Palm Beach County, &
Florida, spotlighting their top tier sports shoes and apparel. The shoot took place at Cressey Sports &
Performance in Palm Beach Gardens, featuring Major League Baseball's St. Louis Cardinals pIayer .
Brendan Donovan. The commercial aims to highlight the brand’s commitment to providing athletes with hlgh
-quality footwear and apparel that enhance performance. Check out the production on Sketchers’ Instagram.

A crew of 10 professionals meticulously managed the production. The collaboration

between Skechers and the local talent reflects Palm Beach County's growing reputation as a versatile and
SKECHERS  5:commodating location for high-profile productions. The Film & Television Commission continues to support and

promote such ventures. The successful Skechers shoot is a testament to the region’s appeal—combining excellent

facilities, talented professionals and stunning locales, showcasing Palm Beach County an ideal backdrop.
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SSOF ALUMNUS DIRECTS BLOCKBUSTER

Florida native and 2003 Palm Beaches Student Showcase
of Films winner Wes Ball directed Kingdom of the Planet of
the Apes (2024), which hit theaters May 10. Best known for his
work on the Maze Runner film trilogy (2014-2018), he has
made a name for himself in the film industry with his dynamic
directing style and compelling storytelling.

KINGDOM.... Ball attended Crescent City (FL)
%mn High School, graduating in 1999.
APES He went on to earn a Bachelor of

: Fine Arts degree from the Florida
i" State University College of Mo-

- tion Picture Arts in 2002. His

early talent was recognized with a Student Academy Award in
2003 for his short, animated film "A Work in Progress." King-
dom of the Planet of the Apes is another milestone in Ball's
career, continuing the legacy of the iconic franchise. His direc-
tion brings fresh energy and vision to the series, which has

captivated audiences with its exploration of intelligence, society
and survival.

KIDS SUMMER FILMMAKING CAMP

Palm Beach County offers young
flmmakers a diverse landscape and an
abundance of educational opportunities to
grow their toolboxes and gain a film educa-
tion that competes with anywhere in the
country. This summer, the City of Palm
Beach Gardens Recreation is again offering
the LOL Filmmaking Camp from July 29 to
August 2 for creative students entering 4th to 8th grade.

Students will dive into the excitement of Hollywood with hands-
on experience in cinematography, script writing and editing while
creating their own films and trailers. They will be equipped with
top-notch gear including MacBooks, HD cameras and green
screens. Under the guidance of experienced filmmakers, camp-
ers will prove that creativity has no age limit, and will premiere
their works on the last day at the LOL Red Carpet Film Festival.

FAU TO HIGHLIGHT OLD HOLLYWOOD ERA

N From July 11 to August 29, the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute will host a film
event titled First Rate Actors: The Flawless
Film Careers of Paul Muni, Katharine
Hepburn, William Powell, and James
Cagney. The series will offer an in-depth look at the careers of
four iconic Hollywood stars whose performances left a mark on
cinema history. The event will feature screenings accompanied
by discussions about the actors’ unique acting styles, the impact
of their work and their contributions to film. Paul Muni, known
for his character roles, will be highlighted for his ability to
embody complex personalities. Katharine Hepburn's
unmatched versatility and strong-willed characters will showcase
her as a frailblazer for women in film. William Powell's
charming sophistication, particularly in the Thin Man series, will
be examined for its lasting appeal. James Cagney's energetic
performances and embodiment of the tough-guy persona will
also be a focal point. For more information, click here.

OSHER
LIFELONG
LEARNING
INSTITUTE

GAUFF SHARES SPOTLIGHT WITH POMPEY
Delray Beach native and Palm g T h

Beach County resident Coco Gauff is

the latest iconic figure joining UPS's Be

Unstoppable campaign. Part of the

commercial campaign shows Gauff, the

No. 2-ranked women’s player in the

world, in Pompey Park, the court where she learned the sport.

Be Unstoppable is UPS’s premier brand campaign that

spotlights the enduring passion of entrepreneurs and small

business owners. Gauff, who exemplifies this spirit, is a perfect

match for the campaign. Her athletic journey is nothing short of

remarkable. After receiving a wild card entry to Wimbledon in

2019 at just 15, she defeated five-time champion Venus

Williams in the first round. She also reached the third round of

the U.S. Open. In 2023, she won her first Grand Slam title at the

U.S. Open. Gauff is undoubtedly an athlete to watch, and this

summer, we're cheering on her unstoppable spirit as she

competes at the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris, France.

AND THE AWARD GOES TO ...POP STAR PRODUCTION’S WHAT'S POPPIN’ PBC?

What's Poppin’ PBC? achieved an exciting new milestone! Sponsored by the FTC’s Sponsorship &
Development Program, the show has won a Bronze Telly Award for “Events & Experiences - Television” for its
Season 1 content. Produced by Pop Star Productions and hosted by Executive Producer Kitty Lundan, the series
has distribution on WSFL-TV Channel 39 (The CW) and The Palm Beaches TV, and features the County's diverse
communities and cultural experiences. This award honors the production team’s storytelling skills, creativity, and *
dedication, highlighting the contributions of Director/Editor Ron Mentor and crew member Merold Saintilus.

Says Lundan, “When | first saw a Telly Award in someone’s office, | said | wanted one! Honestly, when I'm out there

filming and highlighting my community, awards are not on my mind. However, it's the best feeling for peers to acknowledge your work!”
A celebratory photo shoot with the Telly statuette at the Kravis Center commemorated this achievement. Already in production for
Season 3, the first two seasons of What's Poppin’ PBC? can be viewed any time on demand 24/7 at ThePalmBeaches.TV
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FILM FLASHBACK — THE LIBRARIANS

Co-written by Mike Kirton and William Forsythe, the storyline revolves around members of a mercenary team that
are known as The Librarians. In the movie, the elite team was hired to find a Congressman’s daughter who was |
abducted by Miami mobsters. Producer Mike Kirton says, “We chose Palm Beach County because of how film-friendly
the area is... the FTC bent over backwards to help in so many different ways to make a lot of filming possible.” The
action-packed production filmed scenes in the Intracoastal Waterway, Clematis Street, North County Airport, Pine |
Jog Environmental Center and Woodlawn Cemetery. The $1.7M production was initially released internationally in
2001 and in 2003 released in the U.S. market under the title Strike Force, which took in $6M worldwide.

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT
FRENCH VIBES & INTERNATIONAL ANGLES

European vibes are everywhere at City ¥4
Place - from the high walk score of the s |
neighborhood, outdoor cafés and beautiful
fountains, the essence of Europe is easy to =&
find in West Palm Beach, Florida.

11 West Palm Beach. The bistro offers a refined
mix of French and Mediterranean style.

The Great Hall at the Norton Museum of Art |

reads European with a grand piano, Eames e
chairs, coffee bar and a spectacular oculus in m
the 43-foot ceiling. Currently, the museum is

showing a collection of works from modern masters like Paul
Gauguin, Rembrandt and Marc Chagall.

@ the US. are in WPB, showcased in an
& authentic European backdrop at Cedric
DuPont Antiques on Dixie Highway.

Markus Edegran, who calls West Palm|

Beach home, is going for sailing gold on *

Team USA in the 2024 Summer Olympics. ("

The Palm Beach Sailing Club is just the sort g -
of place you can find people of all ages practicing their tacking
skills as they sail the Intracoastal Waterway. Find more fim
friendly locations in PBC here.

EDUCATION CORNER
G-STAR SCHOOL OF THE ARTS EXPANDS

In the upcoming 2024-2025 school year, G-Star School of
the Arts will be expanding its educational programs to offer
classes for grades six through 12, making it available to both
middle and high school students. This new expansion will give
more Palm Beach County students an opportunity to learn
about communications, film and television. Their film program
has proved to be one of the best in the state and is represented
well at the annual Palm Beaches Student Showcase of Films
(SSOF). G-Star students showed off their creat|V|ty, mteIhgence
and talents at the 29" annual SSOF, with
multiple scholarships and trophies being
awarded for G-Star submissions. The winner
of the coveted Burt Reynolds Scholarship,

Karla Caviedes, also attends G-Star.

G-Star also has their own production studio
on-site called G-Star Studios (operated
é'[!-\R through Afflux Studios) which provides
students with unique opportunities to gain
valuable, hands-on learning experience. The studio consists of
a green room, 10,000 square foot sound stage, 40-seat
screening room, 2,500 square feet of production offices,
conference rooms and laundry facilities. The sound stage is a
copy of a Warner Brothers sound stage with advanced
technological improvements. It also contains a construction
shop, prop shop and picture car paint shop. The school
empowers students to master the art of filmmaking over
multiple years through trial and error in the studio. Find more
information on the school and their studio by clicking here.
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To have your production included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000
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