
It’s summertime in The Palm Beaches and there’s so much to see and do 
here, it can be hard to keep up.  Fortunately, the On the Town in The Palm 
Beaches with Frank Licari series is on a mission to showcase some of the 
best family-friendly experiences you can have in Palm Beach County.  
During this episode, Frank and the crew head out to Pahokee to check out 
Muck Tavern restaurant, serving up good times and great food. And, since it’s right on Lake 
Okeechobee, it features some of the best sunsets in the County.  
 

But first, Frank and the crew learned about early Florida history at the 
Belle Glade Museum. They also took a scenic ride on a pontoon boat, 
made chocolate at a factory in Delray Beach and experienced a 
delightful children’s garden with a uniquely amazing playground.  Frank 
also tried his hand at getting out of an escape room. How did that go? 

Well, let’s just say Frank got to cool his heels behind a locked door for a while!  
 

“This show is a blast,” Frank said, “where else can 
you cook with two retired NFL players on Lake O, 
make chocolate bars with the “Willy Wonka” of 
Delray Beach, take a boat tour from the 
Intracoastal Waterway to the Atlantic Ocean, 

then go relax with some down-home cooking in Jupiter.” Every day can be 
an exciting adventure in Palm Beach County.  
 

Watch On the Town in The Palm Beaches with Frank Licari: Family-Friendly Fun episode on 
demand at ThePalmBeaches.TV 
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     Greatezt Productions, a renowned 
Miami-based company, selected the beautiful 
Mounts Botanical Garden (MBG) in West 
Palm Beach as the backdrop for their latest 
project, the B Fyne Eden Swimsuit Project. 
This production involved capturing stunning footage and 
photographs of models gracefully navigating the garden, 
showcasing a new line of high fashion swimsuits. 
 

Filming at MBG on Mondays when the garden is closed to the 
public allowed complete access to 25 unique garden settings on 
20 acres and aligns with the County's reputation as a film-
friendly destination, with the final product showcasing a few of 
the exotic angles found in the tropical garden. The collaboration 
between Greatezt Productions and MBG highlights the unique 
swimsuit line and showcases the County's oldest garden 
attraction. We look forward to more collaborations that elevate 
The Palm Beaches within the film and fashion world.  

HIGH FASHION MEETS NATURAL BEAUTY UNVEILING UNTOLD STORIES 

    The Adolf & Rose Levis Jewish Community 
Center in Boca Raton is set to screen Baltic 
Truth, an award-winning documentary that 
exposes the tragic events of the first two months 
of World War II, at the Beifield Auditorium on 
July 26 in Boca Raton. This screening is the 
second of a 5-movie summer film fest series held 
by the community center to enhance Jewish 
culture, heritage, and values through film. Following this 
documentary, on August 23rd the series continues with Farewell 
Mr. Haffman, a drama set in Paris during 1942 and follows the 
story of a jeweler’s assistant chasing love to start a family during 
the tumultuous time of war.  
 

Tickets to every screening of the Summer Fest can be purchased 
online with screenings taking place on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. 
Don't miss this opportunity to engage with thought-provoking 
cinema and celebrate the unique stories of Jewish heritage. 

https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/town-palm-beaches/
https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/town-palm-beaches/
https://levisjcc.org/culture/films/index.html
pbfilm.com
thepalbeaches.tv
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Students from Palm Beach Atlantic 
University recently showcased their 
creativity and filmmaking skills with two 
captivating projects filmed throughout the 
County. One project, titled The Blare, took 

place at Jupiter Beach Park while the student-film MisTaken 
unfolded across various locations in The Palm Beaches.  
 

As a hub for emerging talent, the County embraces and 
supports the growth of young filmmakers, providing them with 
valuable opportunities to bring their visions to life. The Palm 
County Film and Television Commission is committed to 
nurturing student projects, offering a streamlined one-of-a-kind 
student permitting process. Student filmmakers eager to 
explore all the wonderful locations in our county, are 
encouraged to learn more about our student permitting 
guidelines. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

EMPOWERING STUDENT FILMMAKERS 

 Get ready for an exhilarating adventure as the new series The Parks in The Palm Beaches takes viewers 
on a journey through the diverse and one-of-a-kind Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation system. Join 

host Donnell McCant as he discovers the breathtaking beaches and waterparks, sets sail 
into boating, fishing, and other sporting adventures available within the County parks system. 
Then explore the intricate system of nature trails that take hikers back to Florida’s earliest 
days. There’s plenty of history, art and culture available in the PBC Parks, and many ways to improve your golf game 
at pristine public courses, which not only feature championship play, but are also certified bird sanctuaries. 

  If you’re into hysterically bad movies, 
then we have the film festival for you!  
Entries are now being accepted to this 
year’s Swede Fest Palm Beach - the show-
case of hilarious short films spoofing Holly-
wood hits. Presented by the Palm Beach 
Film Society and kicking off the L-Dub 
film festival in Lake Worth Beach on September 22, 2023, 
this will be the nineth year of showcasing bad movies by good 
people. Swede Fest Palm Beach carries on the tradition of the 
2008 comedy “Be Kind Rewind,” which started the underground 
swede craze.  
 

To enter the festival – all remakes of films must be submitted to 
info@swedefestpalmbeach.com by September 1 and all 
swedes must be submitted by October 1. Films must be under 
three minutes and rated PG-13 to be eligible for entry.  
For a complete list of all local film festivals in Palm Beach 
County, Florida, click here. 

 SWEDE FEST 9 IS OPEN FOR ENTRIES NATIONAL GEORGRAPHIC IN PBC 

   In March, National Geographic filmed 
an exciting update for their show, 
Cannibal Sharks, at the Riviera Beach 
City Marina. The show's goal is to bring 
in shark experts to analyze evidence of 
shark-on-shark attacks in the wild and 
show that these types of attacks occur more often than 
expected. With cutting-edge equipment, the crew captured 
footage showcasing scientists loading gear, launching charter 
boats, examining data, and reviewing camera tag footage.  
 

From heart-pounding underwater scenes to 
breathtaking aerial shots, viewers will be 
captivated by the drama and intensity of 
these encounters. The marina provided an 

excellent backdrop for this exploration as National Geographic's 
team of experts shed light on feeding habits, hunting strategies, 
and the impact of environmental factors on shark populations in 
the name of science and education. Cannibal Sharks will be 
airing during National Geographic’s 4-week long coverage of 
Shark Fest starting July 2.  

Mary Woodard & Aspri Frank, the mother-
daughter duo that own Leionia Free 
Productions, are the masterminds behind 
The Rebirth is a film that tells the story of 
the traumas and available resources 
associated with domestic abuse. After 
nearly three years of production, the team 
hosted their premiere at the Movies at 

Delray to a full house. 
Met with heartfelt reviews, they quickly started 
to see the fruits of their labor. They were the 

recipients of the Women in Film & Television Finishing 
Funds Award of $3,000 and in December, the project won Best 
Feature Film at the Florence International Film Festival; 
making it both a local and international success.  Production for 
this film took place in 2022 and crews utilized Lake Lytal Park 
and Dreher Park in West Palm Beach for their scenes, securing 
permits through the Commissions free and easy one-stop 
permitting process.  

THE REBIRTH WINS AWARD IN FLORENCE 

 NEW SHOW FEATURING PBC AWARD-WINNING PARKS COMING TO THE PALM BEACHES TV 

https://www.pbfilm.com/guidelines-for-student-permitting.
https://www.pbfilm.com/guidelines-for-student-permitting.
https://swedefestpalmbeach.com/?p=1485
https://www.pbfilm.com/film-festival-in-palm-beach-county.
https://www.pbfilm.com/lake-lytal-park
https://www.pbfilm.com/dreher-park
https://www.pbfilm.com/free-one-stop-permitting
https://www.pbfilm.com/free-one-stop-permitting


3 

Just Bring Your Game, the exciting new athletic series promoting sports tourism to The Palm Beaches, has 

wrapped production! The high energy shows will air on Destination America August 13th to September 3rd. 

Hosted by local sports reporter Keli Ferguson, Just Bring Your Game highlights some of the amazing sports 

experiences available in Palm Beach County. “We’re very excited about the Just Bring Your Game series,” 

said Michael Zeff, Senior Director of The PBC Sports Commission. “We have fantastic sports venues 

here that are home to world-class sporting events. We invite viewers to bring their game and experience the destination. 

This series is a great way to share the story of sports in The Palm Beaches in an exciting and entertaining way!”  Just Bring Your Game 

will be available on demand at ThePalmBeaches.TV in September. 

 
SPORTS HAS GAME IN PALM BEACH COUNTY 

Blink Films, a production company 
from London in the United Kingdom 
that specializes in factual features, 
documentaries, docu-dramas and comedy shows that are high 
quality headline hitting in nature. Their team travelled to Jupiter 
to film a documentary series titled Mommy Dearest – The 
Donna Horwitz Story. The project is based on the unfortunate, 
true story of the murder of Lanny Horowitz in 2011. The project 
marks yet another successful endeavor by an international 
production crew in The Palm Beaches.  
 

The notable increase of international projects further solidifies 
The Palm Beaches' position as a sought-after destination for the 
film and television industry. Palm Beach County is dedicated to 
providing a welcoming environment for filmmakers from around 
the corner and around the world. Stay tuned for more exciting 
international productions making their mark in the County and 
putting our area in the spotlight, showcasing our unique stories 
to audiences around the world. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTION IS UP IN PBC 

IN MEMORIAM: ALEXANDER W. DREYFOOS 

          The legendary innovator and philan-
thropist A.W. Dreyfoos was a pioneer in 
photography, inventor, development 
engineer, local television station owner, 
and an Academy Award winner for de-
veloping the Video Negative Color Analyzer that Hollywood 
adopted for filmmaking.  
 

The spirit of Mr. Dreyfoos will live on in the students who 
receive training at the internationally recognized and acclaimed 
A.W. Dreyfoos School of the Arts whose  
digital media students regularly participate in Florida’s largest 
student film completion, The Palm Beaches Student Show-
case of Films. Locally he will be remembered for his tireless 
work to grow art and culture in our community and for founding 
what is now called the Cultural Council for Palm Beach 
County. His vision and generous donations helped grow The 
Palm Beaches into the world-class destination we call home.  

SUBCULTURE FILM FESTIVAL 

     Subculture Film Fest announces its 
second annual festival, taking place 
October 20-22, 2023. This three-day event 
celebrates the art of cinema and focuses 
on curating the best in new independent 
films from South Florida and beyond. 
 

The highly anticipated opening night of Subculture Film Fest 
kicks off October 20 at the Norton Museum of Art in West 
Palm Beach. The evening will feature the festival’s opening 
night film on a museum night that is dedicated to cinema, 
allowing attendees to immerse themselves in an evening of film, 
art, and culture. 
 

Continuing with the festivities on the second day, Subculture 
Film Fest will be held at G-Star Studios in Palm Springs. 
Then, the culmination of Subculture Film Fest takes place 
October 22 at The Peach Art Collective, featuring an awards 
ceremony with cash prizes for the best films in all categories.  

Art imitates life when a professional cigar 
maker turned the pain of losing his mother to 
Alzheimer’s into a personal writing project that 
began a new career for Marvin Samel of Boca 
Raton. Little did Marvin know that his personal 
story would redefine him as a scriptwriter and 
lead him to direct a film starring Sean Astin, 
Judd Hirsch and Carol Kane. 
 

 iMordecai is an uplifting dramatic comedy about Marvin’s 
father, a Holocaust survivor whose life is forever changed with 
the gift of an iPhone. Set in South Florida, the deeply personal 
story is getting attention on the film festival circuit and has been 
selected for 18 festivals and counting. Marvin is self-distributing 
the project and it screened locally at Movies of Delray after the 
premiere in Miami, where audience interaction, behind the 
scenes stories, and a look at the process and the bumps they 
experienced during the production were discussed. Click here to 
watch the trailer.  

 FROM CIGAR MAKER TO FILMMAKER 

Alexander 
Dreyfoos 

 

1932-2023 

https://filmfreeway.com/subculturefilmfestival
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pIX0F2yAX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6pIX0F2yAX0
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 

Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery | Director of Operations Alberto Jordat   
Production Designer Kelly King | Social Media and Events Developer Vanessa Cadet 

Production Coordinators Brandon Perry and Matthew Mazzamaro 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Mayor Gregg K. Weiss | Vice Mayor Maria Sachs  
Commissioners Maria G. Marino | Michael Barnett | Mack Bernard | Sarah Baxter | Marci Woodward 
County Administrator Verdenia Baker  

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT     
BRIDGES AND BEACHES 

Contributors: Vanessa Cadet, Penelope Douglas, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King, Matthew Mazzamaro, Brandon Perry   

To have your production included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000 

     Since most bridges go over water, were heading east to 
explore what brings people to The Palm Beaches. 

 

The southernmost bridge is on A1A and goes 
over the Boca Raton Inlet with beach access  
at South Beach to the north South Inlet Park 
and Jetty to the south. 
 

Further north, the Lantana Bridge spans the 
Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) with fishing 
platforms underneath on the west side of the 
structure. Just east over the bridge you’ll find 
Lantana Beach Park and Municipal Beach. 
 

Lake Avenue in Lake Worth Beach (LWB) 
will take you directly to LWB Park and Old 
Bridge Park that offers an interesting 
industrial angle and ample parking for larger 

productions, plus the LWB Historic Casino and the William O. 
Lockhart Municipal Pier is nearby.    
 

The 65 foot tall Blue Heron Bridge is a direct 
route to the Municipal Beach in Riviera 
Beach with a cluster of palm trees that makes 
for an ideal setting for productions. 
 

The County maintains eight Bascule Bridges over the ICW and 
one manually operated Swing Bridge in Belle Glade. All are 
fantastic structures and with planning can be considered film 
friendly. Explore more film friendly options in the FTC’s online 
searchable locations database. 

 
FILM FLASHBACK: BAYWATCH 

    Six years removed from the premiere of the 2017 film adaptation of the classic TV series, Baywatch, we reflect on the 
picturesque backdrop for sun-soaked adventures of our lifeguard heroes. Several locations were showcased, including 
the world-renowned Boca Raton Resort & Club (now known as The Boca Raton) and the Boca Beach Club along with 
South Inlet Park for thrilling beach sequences. The locations featured in Baywatch brought the essence of the beloved 
TV series to life on the big screen, captivating viewers visually and highlighting the natural beauty of the region. This 
summer is the perfect opportunity to look back at all the locations in Palm Beach County featured in this film by stream-
ing it on Paramount Plus, Prime Video, Apple TV, and Hulu.  

    The Broadway Artists Intensive is a 
multifaceted arts organization consisting 
of several programs dedicated to the 
growth of students in the areas of theatre 
and musical theatre. Their mission is to 
foster talent, creativity and individuality 
through high-level training to develop 
techniques; while exposing students to a 
team of passionate and dedicated industry 
professionals who share the knowledge 
and expertise they acquired on their own 
path to Broadway.  
 

This summer, after reviewing video applications, 50 students 
between the ages of 14 -22, will be accepted to the Broadway 
Artists Intensive on a rolling basis for the three-week program 
that focuses on acting, voice, and dance at the Kravis Center in 

West Palm Beach, Florida. From July 10-
29, students will be housed and train from 
9am to 5pm six days a week, with classroom 
training, in acting, vocal technique and reper-

toire, ballet, jazz, tap and improvisation. All classes, rehearsals 
and master classes will be led by a team of Broadway profes-
sionals with experience in over 100 major productions.  
 

For more information on arts programs at 
Kravis, click here, and watch the Broadway 
Artist's Intensive video here. 

EDUCATION CORNER  
BROADWAY ARTISTS INTENSIVE AT KRAVIS 

https://www.pbfilm.com/locations
https://www.pbfilm.com/locations
https://thebroadwayartistsintensive.com/
https://www.kravis.org/education-community/community-education-programs/artscamp/
https://www.kravis.org/education-community/community-education-programs/artscamp/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ss0Kauf51jg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ss0Kauf51jg

