
Wild The Palm Beaches and America’s First Resort Destination 
premiere on Destination America this month. The two shows showcase 
the very best of The Palm Beaches and are produced by AA Video, a 
local production company in West Palm Beach.   

 
America’s First Resort Destination, 
premiers Sunday, July 3, at 6:30 a.m., takes 
viewers on a spectacular journey through iconic Palm Beach County 
landmarks like Mizner Park in Boca Raton, Flagler Museum and The 
Breakers Palm Beach. Additional episodes air Sunday, July 10 and 17 
at 6:30 a.m. The 30-minute show is hosted by Keli Ferguson, an Emmy 

award-winning sports anchor for ESPN 106.3 on WPTV and Fox 29 in West Palm Beach. 
Meanwhile, wildlife expert James Currie returns to host the new series Wild The Palm Beaches, 
where he dives into the world of sea turtles before getting up close and personal with a salt-water 
crocodile. Outdoor enthusiasts will surely want to visit The Palm Beaches after watching Currie 
paddleboard through the intracoastal waterway or kayak on the beautiful Loxahatchee River. Wild 
The Palm Beaches premieres Sunday, July 3 at 7 a.m., with additional episodes premiering July 
10 through August 7 at 7 a.m.  

 

Both shows will be available on The Palm Beaches TV 
(PBTV) after premiering on Destination America this 
summer. Learn more about PBTV at pbfilm.com/the-
palm-beaches-tv. 

GMA CELEBRATES PRIDE AT BRYANT PARK  

BRAND NEW SHOWS PREMIERING ON DESTINATION AMERICA IN THIS ISSUE  

DESTINATION AMERICA 

MAJOR NETWORKS IN PBC 

BOCA BOWL RETURNS 

HOLLYWOOD BACKDROPS 

HOST A PRODUCTION 

CHEAT THE LOOK IN PBC 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 
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The Pride celebrations were in full 
swing last month! ABC’s Good 
Morning America made a stop in The 
Palm Beaches to surprise local 
volunteer Wayne Lefkowitz. Wayne 
has been volunteering for more than a 
decade at Compass, an LGBTQ center in Lake Worth Beach.    
 

Wayne is known for doing everything from photographing events, 
to manning the reception desk at the organization. "We’re about 
single moments that define humanity. Every one of us lives like 
everybody else out there. What’s so wonderful about pride is we 
get to put our best foot forward and tell the world, ‘I’m here,'" 
Lefkowitz said. Compass Community Center was recently 

featured on the South Florida PBS 
show, On The Town in the Palm 
Beaches with Frank Licari. Watch 
episodes on demand at https://
www.thepalmbeaches.tv/vod/.  
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 NBC TODAY SHOW SPOTLIGHTS TRAVEL 

     Summer’s here, and not only has it brought 
scorching temperatures but also a rise in gas 
prices. NBC’s Kerry Sanders reported live from 
Lake Worth Beach to discuss the long-awaited 
Memorial Day weekend, which sets the tone 
for a very busy travel season.  

 

Even with the rising costs on everything from 
airfare to gas and hotels, people are ready to 
get out and travel and reconnect with family 
and friends. Many are prioritizing spending 
money on very much needed vacations. 

 

With the Palm Beach International airport centrally located in the 
County, The Palm Beaches is a top destination pick for travel. 
The Palm Beaches.TV has a wide variety of videos on demand 
that can help visitors discover the area’s hidden treasures. Take a 
look at the options The Palm Beaches has to offer on their 
streaming platform and be sure to share with family and friends. 
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Theodore Melfi, writer/director/producer 
of the Oscar-nominated film Hidden 
Figures, and his partner Kim Quinn of 
Goldenlight Films, premiered two of their 
latest projects at this year’s Tribeca Film 
Festival. American Dreamer is a comedy written and 
produced by Melfi, starring Peter Dinklage, Matt 
Dillon, Shirley MacLaine and Quinn. Melfi and Quinn are also 

the Executive Producers of Corner 
Officer, a dramady centered on office 
satire featuring a compulsive bureaucrat 
who discovers a secret room at his 
towering office building. Melfi, a New York-

born entertainment industry professional, recently moved 
to The Palm Beaches with his wife Kimberly Quinn (actress, 
producer, writer). Recently, Melfi was a presenter at the 
27th Annual Student Showcase of Films, Florida’s largest 
student film competition and award show. Learn more about 
Theodore Melfi at www.imdb.com/name/nm0577647/. 

 

BOCA BOWL IS COMING TO TOWN 

BOCA RATON MUSEUM OF ART FEATURES HOLLYWOOD BACKDROPS 

MELFI’S PROJECTS PREMIERE AT TRIBECA 

 Dean Lyon, a long-time animation judge for 
The Palm Beaches Student Showcase of Films, 
spearheads a new company aimed at providing 
education and workforce development in 
animation and visual effects. Animate 
Bootcamp’s co-founder Dean Lyon, having 
worked on many different films including The Lord 
of the Rings, and Avatar franchise, has relocated to New York 

in order to lead the program. Animate 
BootCamp includes paid internship 
opportunities and career placement advice 
for all different graduates. The organization 

uses Adobe’s Creative Suite and Blender while also planning to 
add Unreal, Unity and Substance 3D in the next round. Classes 
began June 1 and are aimed at college level artists and 
animators. Programs for high-school aged mentees are set to 
begin July 16. Learn more at liveanimationstudios.com. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

 DEAN LYON LEADS ANIMATE BOOTCAMP 

PAGE TURNER AT GUMBO LIMBO 

Page Turner Adventures is a family-friendly production 
studio creating funny educational content for young audiences. 
Crews recently filmed at Gumbo Limbo in Boca Raton, 
introducing viewers to a place in The Palm Beaches where they 
can take an awe-inspiring walk through 20-acres of natural area 
featuring tropical hardwood hammock. This setting was a great 
location for Jill, a professional storyteller and author, and her 
partner Kenny, a former Ringling Brothers clown, to have an 
adventure. The pair have been producing digital content that 
educates children for more than 20 years. Together, they 
transform viewers into Storyologists and send them on comic 
quests to collect, tell, and write stories. Viewers become the 
main character in Jill and Kenny’s stories, 
interacting directly with the actors while 
enhancing their educational experience.  This 
educational programming has aired on 
networks like the Travel Channel and PBS. 
Learn more at  pageturneradventures.com. 

  The Boca Raton Museum of Art unveiled its new exhibit, Art of the Hollywood Backdrop, featuring 
22 enormous canvases from different classic films. Some are from feature films such as: Singing in the 
Rain, Hail Caesar, The Sound of Music, and the iconic Mount Rushmore backdrop from North by 
Northwest to name a few. The backdrops are loaned by the University of Texas, and they were used in 
films made between 1938-1968. Co-curators, Thomas Walsh and Karen Maness both spent hours going 
through oral histories and archives finding about a dozen canvas creators. Maness told The Palm Beach 
Post that she, “carries it on with both a love of painting but also as an advocate for these artists to help 
them be seen in history. They and their work deserves to be recognized and honored.” The exhibit is open until Jan 22, 2023.  
For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit bocamuseum.org. 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Bowl 
season in The Palm Beaches! 
This year, officials announced that 
the Roofclaim.com Boca Raton 
Bowl (RCBRB) will return to its 
traditional Tuesday night before 

Christmas spot. The ninth edition of this postseason classic will 
be played at FAU Stadium in Boca Raton and will be nationally 
televised on ESPN. The annual event has become a cherished 
college football tradition. “We are excited to be back on our tradi-
tional date, the Tuesday before Christmas,” said Executive Di-
rector Doug Mosley, adding that they “look forward to, once 
again, welcoming top teams, student-athletes and fans to enjoy 
all that our beautiful city of Boca Raton and Palm Beach Coun-
ty has to offer.” In 2019, the last time this game was played on 
the Tuesday before Christmas, the Boca Bowl recorded the third
-largest TV audience of the pre-Christmas bowl games on 
ESPN, registering a RCBRB record of 2.2 million households. 
Learn more at roofclaimbocaratonbowl.com.    



 With production on-the-rise in 
the film-friendly State of Florida, 
people can make their property 
available for a variety of film 
projects. Florida’s Office of Film and Entertainment recently 
launched a new service on their website for clients to list their 
property on their site as a film location. Whether it’s a personal 
home or business, if you have room to accommodate the cast 
and crew and enjoy a variety of experiences then this might be 
for you. Be sure to read the rules on their site and take images 
that show off the best features of the property to get noticed. 
Once the submission is reviewed by their staff, it will be 
viewable by producers and designers that are looking for a 
backdrop for their project. Great looking pools and outdoor 
spaces can grab the attention of people who are marketing 
products like patio furniture and the like.  Find out more on their 
website and get ready for the lights, camera and action to take 
place on-location at your place in the future. 
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A new season of Passport to The Palm Beaches premieres on Destination America July 3. Watch host, Jacquel-
ine Journey on the first episode, “Palm Beach International Boat Show,” meet with Bruno Edwards and his Mansion 
Yacht, a brand-new category of super yacht. “You can pull up to a sandbar and your yacht turns into a beach house.” 
Or tune into episode five, “The American Dream,” where you’ll discover that Palm Beach County is the ultimate dog 
lover’s destination. Meet Salty Paws owner, Diana Scotto, and learn about the ultimate doggy ice cream shop and full 
service spa for your favorite furry dog party. And in the spirit of American dreaming, don’t miss Revenge Rum’s owner, Chris 
Bolt, who says his inspiration was making moonshine in college, take us on a tour of his rum factory in West Palm Beach. Episodes air 
on Sundays through August 7 at 7:30 a.m. Watch past seasons of Passport to The Palm Beaches on demand at thepalmbeaches.tv.  

 

 

NEW SEASON OF PASSPORT TO THE PALM BEACHES 

ROMA DRAMA FOR TV-MOVIE LOVERS 

 KO-MAR Productions was right at home heading up a 
recent Channel 5 / WPTV “Town Hall”. News anchors Michael 
Williams and Jay Cashmere hosted the event created to address 
growing housing concerns. Todd Kolich, KO-MAR President, 
spoke candidly about this vital opportunity, “Housing is an 
extremely important and difficult problem 
for anyone living in South Florida and all 
of us at KO-MAR were honored and 
flattered that WPTV chose us to handle 
the production for this program”. 
 
The Florida-based production company headquarters has 
shared the WPTV facility since 2001. “Partnering with KO-MAR 
for the Town Hall allowed us to tap into the incredible experience 
and talent they provide on productions. Todd, Jim, and their 
team are known nationally for delivering the highest quality work 
and figuring out the best ways to prepare for all of the challenges 
an event like this presents,” says Bill Siegel, the new Vice 
President and General Manager at WPTV.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

LOCALS PARTNERING TOGETHER 
RomaDrama Live! hosted a 
blockbuster event at the Palm 
Beach County Convention 
Center in West Palm Beach last 

month, creating a one-stop destination for Hallmark movie buffs, 
soap opera superfans and daytime TV devotees. The event, only 
in its second year, welcomed fans from near and far and allowed 
them access to get up close and personal with their favorite stars 
while networking with fellow admirers. Sally Sullivan, who 
traveled nearly 1,500 miles from Wisconsin with her two adult 
daughters and son-in-law, told The Palm Beach Post she had 
purchased a meet and greet package for a little one-on-one time 
with her favorite TV-movie star 
Tyler Hynes, a Canadian actor 
who has starred in Always 
Amore and An Unexpected 
Christmas. Plan your trip for 
next year’s event by visiting 
romadrama.com.     

SURF CAMP WITH STREETWAVES 

  On almost any day of the year, it’s  
summertime in The Palm Beaches! 
Check out The Endless Summer Surf 
Camps, inspired by the iconic surfing 
adventure movie, uniquely designed 
at Streetwaves’ to teach ocean 
sports and essential life skills to underserved kids in the sum-
mertime. “An extension of our awesome aquatics’ enrichment 
program, The Endless Summer Camps and the amazing Ben 
Brown 1960s surfing film really resonate…,” says Streetwaves’ 

founder, Maui Goodbeer “…both Street-
waves and the film really go out on a limb 
to make surf adventures happen.” Find out 
more about Streetwaves on the PBTV first 
episode of “Black Voices,” On the Town 
with Frank Licari. 

UPLOAD YOUR IMAGES ON REEL SCOUT  



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Robert S. Weinroth, Mayor | Gregg K. Weiss, Vice Mayor 
Maria G Marino | Dave Kerner | Maria Sachs | Melissa McKinlay | Mack Bernard 
Verdenia Baker, County Administrator 
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM & TELEVISION COMMISSION 
Film Commissioner Chuck Elderd | Deputy Film Commissioner & Director of Finance Michelle Hillery  

Director of Operations Alberto Jordat | Locations & Creative Marketing Specialist Kelly King  
 Senior Production Coordinator Stephanie Cardona Executive Administrator Marcia Lyons  

Digital Media & Marketing Specialist Isidro Pentzke   

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT 
CHEATING IN THE PALM BEACHES 

 * Co-Editors: Phyllis Man and Christy Tricoli  *Assistant Editor: Kelly King  |  To be included in this newsletter please call 561.233.1000  or email  Ctricoli@pbfilm.com 

EDUCATION CORNER  
NEWEST STUDENT MEDIA LEADER AT FAU 

     Fortunately for filmmakers and photographers, The Palm 
Beaches offers a variety of cheats for world-class locations. 
 

Cheat the Mediterranean at The 
Square their mix of classic and modern 
angles with soaring date palms, 
courtyards and shops with a vintage 
fountain and turn-of-the-century Harriett 
Himmel Theatre.  

The exterior of Lake Park Town Hall 
has the look of an Italian mansion, while 
the basement offers dark wood panels 
where the fire station doors used to be, 
and the upstairs Mirror Ballroom is a 
beautiful event space that is perfect for 
interviews and ballroom scenes. 

 

Requests for mansions from filmmakers 
with small budgets are a recurring theme 
and while we can’t always provide a 
mansion there are structures that can be 
utilized like the Woman’s Club in 
Boynton Beach. Designed by Addison 
Mizner, the property is a gem with rounded arches. Other 
options include community centers and golf clubhouses that are 
owned by our local municipalities. 
 

Lion Country Safari is full of amazing 
African animals and is a convincing 
cheat. The LCS team of professionals 
understand filmmakers and will work with 
their animals to help productions get 
what they need in a timely manner. 

 Florida Atlantic University’s Student Media 
Advisory Board selected Pete Gordon to be Owl 
TV’s Station Manager for the new year (July 1, 
2022 - June 30, 2023). Pete joined Owl TV as a 
volunteer during his freshman year and was later 
hired to work as a Production Coordinator. After two years in 
that role, Pete’s colleagues urged him to seek out the open 
position for Station Manager. Pete, a 21-year-old South Florida 
native, recently attended The Palm Beaches Student 
Showcase of Films and shared that he was already hard at 
work for the upcoming year by tackling administrative work and 
purchasing new equipment while overseeing renovations at the 
studio. Learn more about Owl TV at fau.edu/studentmedia.    

 FLASHBACK FEATURE: BAD BOYS II 

Bad boys, bad boys, whatcha gonna do? Whatcha gonna do when [you need to blow up an oceanfront estate]? Come to 
The Palm Beaches, and that’s exactly what director Michael Bay did for the action film Bad Boys II. The Hollywood-style 

action scene was shot in Delray Beach in a 38,000 sq. ft. mansion once owned by Coca-Cola 
estate heir Michael Bird. The scene required approvals from a number of governmental agencies 
for safety, and permits were facilitated through Palm Beach County’s Film and Television Commis-
sion’s one-stop permitting process. Learn more at wikipedia.org/wiki/Bad_Boys_II. 
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 KRAVIS CENTER SUMMER ART PROGRAM 

      The Kravis Center summer camp is 
back! Find out what happens when you 
place a group of students together with a 
group of talented art performers for three 
weeks. The outcome is a fun filled art 
camp that is fill with art, fun, and imagination. This summer 
camp is geared for students aged 9-11 that are interested in 
performing arts. The campers will learn about acting, dancing, 
singing, theater and the behind-the-scenes that make a produc-
tion happen. They will get hands-on experience while learning, 
playing and being a part of the art community. They will even be 
a showcase performance at the end of the three weeks when 
the campers perform what they have learned on the Kravis Cen-
ter stage! Camp starts on June 6 through 24, 2022. Learn more 
at Kravis.org/artscamp. 


