FOCUSHEN

- [ I

Newsletter of the Palm Beach County Film and Television Commission | JANUARY 2025

IN THIS ISSUE
@ VADE-FOR-TV GOLF ON ESPN
@ FILV GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
@ SUN AND STARS FILM FESTIVAL
@ 0UB AND SWEDE FEST RETURN
@ scReNA, NIKE AND JACQUENUS
@ crPTvaTING CAROUSELS
@ 50F DEADLINE APPROACHING

DECEMBER 10

PRINCE HARRY AND MEGHAN MARKLE’S NETFLIX PRODUCTION

The Village of Wellington, known for its world-class polo, takes the
global spotlight in Netflix's latest sports series Polo. The five-part
docuseries premiered in December 2024, just ahead of 2025’s highly
anticipated and vibrant polo season in The Palm Beaches, which runs
January through April. This thrilling new series offers an
unprecedented look into the high-stakes and high-glamour world of the
iconic equestrian sport, also known as the sport of kings.

Filmed at various locations throughout Palm Beach County, including
Wellington International and the National Polo Center, the show
brings viewers to the heart of the U.S. Open Polo Championship,

where elite players from around the world compete for the top prize. The production, facilitated
with permitting assistance from staff at the Palm Beach County Film and Television

Commission, showcases the area’s natural beauty and thriving polo community. Produced by
Archewell Productions and Boardwalk Pictures, and executive produced by Prince Harry
and Meghan Markle, The Duke and Duchess of Sussex, Polo goes beyond the glitz, delving
into the grit and passion that drive players like Adolfo Cambiaso, Poroto Cambiaso, and
Timmy Dutta. This compelling series, streaming worldwide on Netflix, cements The Palm
Beaches as a premier destination for both sport and storytelling on a global stage.
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Palm Beach County welcomes the
world’s equestrian elite and horse ..’-' oY
aficionados alike as the Winter Se=iiigl
Equestrian Festival (WEF) and
Palm Beach Polo Season return for
an annual winter tradition in The
Palm Beaches. Both take place in Wellington, with WEF
running January through March at Wellington International,
while Polo season continues through April 27 at the National
Polo Center (NPC). There are three major polo competitions in
the U.S., and they all take place at NPC: C.V. Whitney Cup,
USPA Gold Cup and the U.S. Open Polo Championship
(collectively known as the Gauntlet of Polo). All events will be
livestreamed on USPA Polo Network’s YouTube channel.
Meanwhile, WEF will stream several of its events via its website
and Facebook page. For event preview and highlights, check
out The Palm Beaches TV's Equestrian Life in The Palm
Beaches series, produced by AA Video, and the “Riding in a
Winter Wonderland” PBTV NOW episode on YouTube.

BOCA RATON BOWL REACHES 30M HOMES

The 2024 Boca Raton Bowl between
James Madison University and Western
Kentucky University brought thrilling
college football action to FAU Stadium on
Dec. 18. Known as “Boca’s Biggest
Annual Outdoor Party,” the game was televised nationally on
ESPN and broadcast on ESPN Radio and locally on ESPN
Radio 106.3. The game has logged 10 successful years with
cumulative viewership surpassing over 30 million households
and total sponsoring value above $250M. Bowl Week activities
began Dec.14 with the arrival of the participating teams followed
by welcome parties, luncheons and pep rallies. Boca Raton
Bowl executive director Doug Mosley sits on the Board of the
Palm Beach County Sports Commission, amplifying Palm
Beach County’s (PBC) reputation as a premier destination for
major sporting events. PBC also hosts the Cognizant Classic
in The Palm Beaches golf tournament, Delray Beach Open
tennis tournament, MLB Spring Training and many more.




FOCUS ON FILM @

PRIMETIME FROM PBC: THE GOLF LEAGUE

The Golf League presented =
by SoFi is revolutionizing golf ga
and bringing it to primetime with §
its inaugural season that tee’'d
off January 7, 2025. Held at the
custom-designed SoFi Center
in Palm Beach Gardens, each
match features PGA TOUR =l ESFii 2 =or11
stars competing in a high-tech,
immersive arena-style setting that further perpetuates Palm
Beach County as a premier sports production destination. A
partnership between Tiger Woods and Rory Mcllroy's TMRW
Sports and the PGA TOUR, TGL’s 15 regular season matches
will air on ESPN, ESPN2 and ESPN+. Fans will enjoy a courtside
-like experience in the intimate 1,500-seat venue, where every
shot is visible up-close-and-personal in this made-for-TV sporting
event. The season finale includes a thrilling four-team semifinal
and a best-of-three finals series for the SoFi Cup, that'll air March
24-25. See the full schedule on the FTC’s events calendar.

SUN & STARS INTERNATIONAL FILM FEST

The Donald M. Ephraim Sun & Stars International Film
Festival (SASIFF) celebrates culture and diversity through its
annual cinematic event which will take place January 23 -
February 2, 2025 at the Kravis Center for Performing Arts.
Presented by MorseLife Health System, founded by Donald M.
Ephraim, and co-founded by Terri C. Sriberg, the festival has
celebrated several sold-out screenings, solidifying its status as
an important film industry event to South Florida.

The festival offers a selection of award- 4 |
winning international films spanning a variety SSA\SS”IZ,::E
of genres. The international film lineup is P e 3
curated by artistic director Barbara Scharres RS
and aims to connect audiences with global

cultures and stories. Guests can also attend special events,
including Q&A sessions with flmmakers. Explore a variety of
cultures and celebrate global cinema with Palm Beach County

locals and visitors. For more event details, visit pbfilm.com.

FROM SSOF FINALIST TO NATIONAL PRIZE

Santiago Salazar, a standout
finalist at the 2024 Palm Beaches
Student Showcase of Films
(SSOF), achieved national
recognition by winning “Best Drama”
at the prestigious All American
High School Film Festival. His
award-winning film, Six Months ‘Til
Impact (streaming on YouTube),
earned him a $45,000 prize and &
solidified his status as a rising star in the film industry.

Salazar, a graduate of West Broward High School, previously
showcased his talent at SSOF as a finalist in the
‘Documentary” category with his insightful project, The
Incongruent Congruent Outlook of Two Insecure Teenage
Boys. Known for his ability to craft compelling narratives,
Santiago captivated judges with his innovative and unique
perspective.

MUSIC VIDEO FILMS AT SANBORN SQUARE

Local Brazilian singer Amy Ferreira
recently filmed her latest music video at [§
Sanborn Square in Boca Raton. Known |& 4
for its vibrant charm and lush greenery, the
plaza provided the perfect setting for
Ferreira’s soulful new single, “Chegou a Hora.”

The Palm Beach County Film and
@aw Television Commission proudly
Bl assisted with the permitting process for
this project, showing continued support
for the music and entertainment industry
both local and worldwide.

Over the years, the FTC has facilitated iconic music videos such
as Celine Dion’s “A New Day Will Come,” Lil’ Kim’s “Not
Tonight (Ladies Night Remix)” featuring Da Brat, Left Eye,
Missy Elliott, and Angie Martinez, and ‘It's 5 O’clock
Somewhere” by Jimmy Buffett and Alan Jackson.

Produced by Global Polo TV and airing on ESPN 2 with a reach of over 70 million households, the all new
two-part Breakaway: Polo in The Palm Beaches covers the international polo scene in The Palm Beaches.

This series spotlights the real stars of the field - the polo ponies, and the Argentinean father-son duel between

Adolfo and Poroto Cambiaso of the prestigious Gauntlet of Polo at the National Polo Center. Plus, gallop
into the exciting world of women’s equestrian sports with an inspiring new episode of Breakaway: Women in

) RN WS
BREAKAWAY

Polo. Celebrate the skill, determination, and bold spirit of rising female polo stars redefining the game. Follow
the remarkable journeys of Milly Hine and Valentina Tarazona as they lead the charge for a new era in polo. Experience the excitement
and elegance of polo like never before — watch on demand, anytime on The Palm Beaches TV!
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LDUB & PALM BEACH SWEDE FEST 2025 FILM FLORIDA’S QUARTERLY MEETING

N
Film enthusiasts and creators will , The Palm Beach County Film and
unite at the 2025 LDUB Film Festival and v FILAM\ Sl Television Commission ~ (FTC) joined
Palm Beach SWEDE Fest as the festivals : FLORIDA industry leaders for the Film Florida

return for an exciting weekend at the Lake | yor | . Quarterly Meeting in Orlando last month.
Worth Playhouse. This year, the 12th Dol Director of Operations Alberto Jordat represented the FTC,

engaging in discussions on topics ranging from legislative
updates to workforce development during two days of productive
and insightful meetings.

annual LDUB Film Festival partners again eS8z

with  SWEDE Fest from March 28-30.

Festivities kick off with the hilarious Palm Beach SWEDE Fest,
Showcasing three-minute, no-budget remakes of Ho"ywood hits. Film Florida’s meetings also coincided with Women in Film and
Attendees vote for the coveted "Best of Fest" award during this Television Florida's (WIFT) festive “Jingle Mingle” event, an
lighthearted evening. The LDUB Film Festival presents a diverse annual tradition that provides dynamic and collaborative
slate of films, including narratives, documentaries, music videos networkmgl opporFumhgs. .The event fggtured a silent augt|on
and experimental works. Submissions from filmmakers world- and toy drive, which highlighted the spirit of giving, and raised

wide, with an emphasis on South Florida talent, are judged by a proceeds for a grant and scholarship fund

that filmmak Florida.
panel of experts and audiences. Free technical workshops on Mganivn;ﬁgweﬁml n;?;?idzr,z anc;:ts Squaor?er?y }/'\\IIOMEN

editing, lighting, screenwriting, and more accompany the festival, meeting will be held virtually in February. FILM &
fostering a collaborative spirit. For information on these festivals Visit Film Florida’s website for more details. TELEVISION
and more, visit the FTC's Festivals resource page. o

FILM GRANT OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE SERENA SHINES IN NIKE / JACQUEMUS AD

Serena Williams participated in a
video and photo shoot for the Nike x &Y
Jacquemus Spring 2024 collaboration \ et
at the Palm Beach County Convention
Center. The partnership blends ' mrar

Filmmakers in The Palm Beaches have access to a variety
of grant programs that help bring their creative visions to life.
These programs offer funding for projects across genres and
formats, each featuring unique criteria and application process-
6s. Aspiring fimmakers are encouraged fo explore available Jacquemus’ high-fashion brand aesthetic with Nike’s athletic
options and determine which programs best align with their pro- innovation, to celebrate athletes, style and self-expression
ject goals. The FTC provides information to help filmmakers nav- ' ' '
igate these opportunities—visit the Resources tab on the FTC’s w Williams, a longtime Nike ambassador,
website for a comprehensive list of available grants. showcased exclusive pieces from the

collection in this captivating shoot, which

. Additionally, the December 13 edition of Film perfectly captured the seamless fusion of luxury fashion and

FlLMQ Florida's Film Florida Fridays offers valuable sportswear. The visuals of the convention center served as the

FLORIDA insights through its “Navigating the Film Grant backdrop, creating a sophisticated and sporty atmosphere.

e oo Process” webinar. Whether you're a first-time The FTC helped to facilitate the local production and ensure a

filmmaker or a seasoned professional, these smooth process for crew. The shoot also highlighted the

tools can provide the support needed to secure funding and County’s growing appeal as a top filming destination for
bring your creative projects to fruition in Palm Beach County. fashion, entertainment, and high-profile projects.

PBTV NOW: JUMPSTARTING 2025 WITH EXCITING EPISODES AND ENTERTAINING CONTENT

\ January episodes of The Palm Beaches TV NOW—hosted by Theo Dorsey, will include “South Florida Fair yr—
Takes Center Stage in The Palm Beaches” with guest host President and CEO Matt Wallsmith, “An Oasis of [ 11 pauv seaches 1v
Beaches and Resorts,” “Polo Season in The Palm Beaches,” and “The Ultimate Weeks of Sport” -
spotlighting major local sporting events including the Delray Beach Open, Winter Equestrian Festival, Gauntlet
of Polo and more. February themes include “Cultural Heritage in The Palm Beaches,” a ‘romance and luxury in paradise” installment
for Valentine’s week, a spotlight on Major League Baseball spring training, and “Wild in The Palm Beaches” episode in collaboration
with Loggerhead Marinelife Center to promote the new bus tour experience with Busch Wildlife Sanctuary and Manatee Lagoon.
New episodes air every Tuesday at noon on the PBTV YouTube channel. Plus, don’t miss the “Celebrating The Palm Beaches TV: A
Year in Review” episode! This special edition highlights standout moments from content that graced The Palm Beaches TV Channel
throughout the year and shares a sneak peek at the new shows coming in 2025!
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The 1997 crime drama Donnie Brasco, starring Al Pacino and Johnny Depp, tells the true story of an undercover FBI

FILM FLASHBACK — DONNIE BRASCO

agent who infiltrates the mob. Directed by Mike Newell, the film earned critical acclaim and grossed over $124 million Mg
worldwide, solidifying its place as a classic in the genre. Palm Beach County played a role in the production, with memorable

scenes filmed at the Palm Beach Kennel Club and Rapids Water Park. These iconic locations brought authenticity and
atmosphere to the film while showcasing the area’s cinematic versatility. Fans eager to revisit this classic can stream Donnig =~ **
Brasco on platforms like Amazon’s Prime Video and Apple TV. Productions like Donnie Brasco highlight the unique appeal

of The Palm Beaches as a premier filming destination, appealing to both filmmakers and audiences alike.

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT
CAROUSELS IN THE PALM BEACHES

The Palm Beaches are home to several carousels, each with
unique features that work as backdrops for productions.
Whether it's for moving pictures or still editorial photography,
these carousels offer a variety of options for productions.

The Palm Beach Zoo Carousel in West Palm
@ Beach combines whimsy and nature with hand

-sculpted animals like manatees and sea

horses, perfect for tropical-themed projects.

At the Gardens Mall in Palm Beach @
Gardens, a fun Florida-themed carousel
showcases hand-painted murals of the
state’s vibrant flora and fauna, blending
sophistication with local artistry. -

r 'The Sugar Sand Park Carousel in Boca
: Raton features replicas of 19th-century
horses, providing a vintage setting for

historical or lifestyle productions.

Lion Country Safari in Loxahatchee offers a &
wildiife carousel in it's drive-through safari i}
park, perfect for productions centered on g
adventure or nature.

These carousels combine natural beauty and playful nostalgia.
With such diverse settings, they provide a range of creative
opportunities for filmmakers in South Florida. Find the perfect
settings for your next production by visiting the FTC’s locations
database here.

EDUCATION CORNER
SSOF DEADLINE APPROACHING

As the new year begins, the deadline for
entries to The Palm Beaches Student
Showcase of Films (SSOF) is near!
Students have until Wednesday, February
5, 2025 to submit projects in categories like
Screenwriting, Tourism PSA, Music Video, and more. The
competition is free to enter and is open to all student
filmmakers, graphic designers, writers, and digital media artists
currently enrolled in Florida high schools or colleges, including
those who are homeschooled. In honor of celebrating 30 years
in 2025, the competition will award more than $30K in cash,
scholarships and prizes.

Palm Beach County high school seniors are eligible to apply for
the Burt Reynolds Scholarship, and runners up will receive
the Film Florida Sara Fuller Scholarship, Mel Maron
Scholarship, Gray Family, Scholarship and Dr. B. Carleton
Bryant Scholarship. Meanwhile, the SSOF is proud to continue
the Palm Beach County Tourism PSA Award, sponsored by
Discover The Palm Beaches, showcasing all the reasons why
The Palm Beaches provide Florida’s finest travel experience.

The red-carpet rolls on out on Friday, April 25, 2025 at the
Maltz Jupiter Theatre, where three decades of student
filmmaking excellence will be celebrated with a live award show.
For more information and details on how to submit projects to
the competition, visit pbfilm.com/ssof. Stay up-to-date by
visiting SSOF on Facebook @StudentShowcaseOfFilms, on
Instagram @StudentFilmsFL and on X @StudentFilmsFL.

Contributors: Angie Crocitto, Josh Hyber, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King, Matthew Mazzamaro, Brianna Moles, Brandon Perry
To have your production included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000
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