
There’s lots of excitement in the air as the new equestrian season 

starts in The Palm Beaches! Fast-paced polo took center stage as the 

US Polo Association and the National Polo Center began their 

inaugural winter season in Wellington on New Year’s Day! Fans and 

players are ready for the high-profile events that include the prestigious 

Gauntlet of Polo series, the new Florida Circuit 16-Goal Super-

Series, the US Open and the US Open Polo Championship, will be livestreamed on the USPA 

Polo Network. The Championship Final will be broadcast on CBS. You can also visit 

thepalmbeaches.tv to see stories about Polo in The Palm Beaches Including The Polo Life, and 

Women of Polo. 
 

But, Polo isn’t the only horse game in town.   

The Winter Equestrian Festival at Wellington 

International is now underway. Wellington 

International is the new name for the nearly 100 acres 

of land, including 18 arenas surrounded by stadium and box seating, 

and hospitality pavilions. Michael Stone, President of Equestrian 

Sports Productions says: “You can watch the top competitors in the 

world, and you don’t even need tickets for many of these shows!” 

Beginning in January and continuing through April 2nd the Winter 

Equestrian Festival offers 13 weeks of thrilling, family friendly events 

at several venues across the area. Find out more at Equestrian Sports 

Productions. Visit our event’s calendar for more equestrian events. 

SOUTH FLORIDA FAIR RETURNS 
 

EQUESTRIAN SEASON GETS UNDERWAY IN WELLINGTON IN THIS ISSUE  
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Get ready for 17 days of rides, exhibits, 

competitions, and festive food choices 

starting the 13th day of January and running 

through the 29th! Since 1912, the South 

Florida Fair has been held in West Palm 

Beach, bringing with it hundreds of thousands of visitors! This 

year’s theme, “Dino-Myte,” lets fair-goers get up close and 

personal with some amazing pre-historic creatures like the T-Rex 

and the Brontosaurus. 

In addition to all the fair fun, visitors can 

learn about a variety of topics related to 

agriculture. The South Florida Fairgrounds, 

home to the South Florida Fair and 

Yesteryear Village, is a film-friendly location that hosted 

productions for T-Mobile, MLB, National Geographic, and 

Velocity Network. For more information, visit South Florida Fair 

REVVED UP FOR SUPERCAR WEEK 

Car enthusiasts from all around the world are racing to The 

Palm Beaches for the 13th anniversary of SuperCar Week, 

taking place January 7–15. The nine-day event, which is 

expected to attract more than 100,000 people to Palm Beach 

County, is the largest of its kind. It’s also a film-friendly event. 

Neil London, President and Executive Producer of the event, has 

requested an official proclamation from Governor Ron DeSantis 

proclaiming the second week of January as SuperCar Week 

throughout the entire state of Florida. This comes after the 

Governor sent London a congratulatory letter for the event’s 

initiative of affecting tourism and 

economic impact. London “hopes to see 

him and Mrs. DeSantis at this year’s 

SuperCar Week Grand Finale on the 

West Palm Beach Waterfront” along 

Flagler Avenue on Sunday, January 15.  For more details and 

tickets, visit SuperCar Week 

 

https://pbiec.com/article/ticketed-events
https://pbiec.com/article/ticketed-events
https://www.pbfilm.com/events-month
https://www.southfloridafair.com/p/buy-tickets
https://supercarweek.com/vip/
https://supercarweek.com/vip/
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 The African American Film Festival at Kravis 
Center founded by James Drayton includes 
films featuring African American actors and 
directors conveying their unique experiences. 
The festival is a yearly series that strives to 
educate, entertain and enlighten attendees.  

For their 17th season, 
t he  fes t i va l  i s 
presenting three films 
- A Raisin in The Sun,
Janet Jackson’s debut
film Poetic Justice,
and 13th, a Netflix

original documentary directed by Ava DuVernay. For tickets or 
more information, visit  Kravis Center of Performing Arts 

The Palm Beaches is home to more than a dozen film festivals. 
Discover our local film festivals by visiting our website.  

 

THE PALM BEACHES SCORE A TOUCHDOWN 

AROUND THE WORLD WITH ON THE TOWN IN THE PALM BEACHES 

AFRICAN AMERICAN FILM FESTIVIAL 

 The spotlight was shining bright on one 
very special West Palm Beach elementary 
school. Univision Communications Inc., 
out of Miami, along with the No Kid Hungry 
campaign, presented a $5000.00 check to Northmore 
Elementary. In partnership with General Mills, Univision 
recognized the Spanish-speaking community at Northmore, and 
named it one of their three "Spotlight on Schools" in the Nation.  

The school offers breakfast, lunch, 
supper and snacks to children in need. 
They have an enrollment of more than 
480 students, ranging from kindergarten 
through grade five. 

Univision is made up of two networks, 14 cable 

networks, 62 television stations, and 69 radio stations.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

SPOTLIGHT ON NORTHMORE ELEMENTARY 

CELEBRATING ELLEN JACOBY 

Palm Beach County’s Board of County 
Commissioners declared December 6 as 
Ellen Jacoby Day, honoring the South 
Florida casting director who calls The 
Palm Beaches home.  Ellen’s also a 
returning judge for this year’s 28th annual 
Student Showcase of Films.

When it comes to casting, Ellen has worked on some of the 
most iconic projects shot throughout our region after getting 
her start on Miami Vice. She has worked with an extensive 
A-list of Hollywood directors. Ellen Jacoby is a name that 
immediately comes to mind when productions bring projects to 
Florida. Her professional resume includes names like 
Ron Howard, Martin Scorsese, James Cameron, Sidney 
Pollack, The Farrelly Brothers, and others.       

Ellen also served as Vice President of the Florida 
Film Production Coalition, advocating for state lawmakers to 
restore film incentives in Florida.   

Imagine having breakfast at a Middle Eastern bakery, playing a quick game of cricket during midday 
and then maybe visiting a Japanese garden and museum in the afternoon. Next day, begin by enjoying 
delicious Finnish pastries and later celebrate the sights and sounds of a lively Greek festival. And it all 
happens in The Palm Beaches!  Frank Licari and the On The Town crew shows us how it’s done in 
the upcoming episode of On The Town in The Palm Beaches with Frank Licari titled Around The 
World in The Palm Beaches. You’ll see some of the finest Asian, Middle Eastern and European food 
and Cultural experiences available on the continent. On The Town in The Palm Beaches with Frank 
Licari airs on South Florida PBS and will be available on demand at The Palm Beaches TV in 
February. Binge all previous episodes on-demand on PBTV 

    It was a battle between Rockets and Flames! Football fans 
crowded into FAU Stadium last month for the annual Boca Ra-
ton Bowl between the University of Toledo and Liberty Universi-
ty. The Liberty Flames were looking to keep their perfect 3-0 
bowl record, but Toledo had other plans, turning the game 
around in the fourth quarter to capture the win their first bowl 
game in seven years.  

Held the Tuesday before Christmas, this 
postseason college football classic is 
nationally televised on ESPN, as part of 
ESPN’s annual Bowl Week, drawing 

millions of viewers! The last time the 
Boca Bowl was played on the Tuesday 
before Christmas, it recorded ESPN’s 
third-largest TV audience of the pre-
Christmas bowl games, registering a 
record 2.2 million households. 

https://www.kravis.org/film/african-american-film-series/
https://www.kravis.org/film/african-american-film-series/
https://www.pbfilm.com/film-festival-in-palm-beach-county
https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/town-palm-beaches/


For a country most notably known as the first Black republic, 
Haiti’s rich history is uncommon knowledge to some or 
overshadowed by years of political scandal and unrest by 
others. Particularly since the devastating hurricane in 2010, we, 
oftentimes, see the country displayed in media in an 
unflattering light, leaving people who are unfamiliar with the 
territory to question why this is the treasured land of the 
Caribbean.  
 

Castles in Haiti, a documentary that was 
recently filmed, in part, in PBC tells how 
dreams and hopes can systemically be 
deferred while illustrating the remarkable 
success of the Haitian diaspora globally. 
This documentary showcases the diversity within the country, 
and gives a better understanding to how the people and land 
itself have been stereotyped and victimized by their portrayal in 
the media and capture the true essence of the culture, it’s land 

and the people. Follow their story on Facebook 
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Wild Palm Beaches, Birding The Palm Beaches and Little Wonders of The Palm Beaches - three 
popular series on The Palm Beaches TV (PBTV) will now air on The Education Network (T.E.N.), a televi-
sion station owned and operated by the School District of Palm Beach County that provides original, aca-
demic and multi-cultural programming. These family-friendly series add high-quality, locally produced seg-
ments that focus on incredible wildlife experiences, endangered species and outdoor adventures that are a 
part of living in The Palm Beaches.  More PBTV programs will be added in the future. This collaboration pro-
vides exciting, new content to T.E.N. and offers viewers more ways to experience The Palm Beaches TV. 
The Education Network airs on X-finity Comcast (channel  234) , and on AT&T U-Verse (channel 99). In 
the meantime, watch these shows and more on The Palm Beaches TV 

 
THE PALM BEACHES TV SERIES NOW ON THE EDUCATION NETWORK  

 MORSELIFE - PALM BEACH FILM FESTIVAL 
 Sharks took a bite out of Boarderie when 

the company’s founders, Aaron Menitoff 
and Julie Larson, appeared on  ABC’s 
Shark Tank. The couple got their start in 
hospitality more than 20 years ago, running a 
catering company together in Palm Beach, Florida.  

 

They started small, but their creativity and flair soon set them 
apart. In short order, they had celebrity clients like Bruce 
Springsteen and Prince Harry. When the pandemic hit in 2020, 
Aaron and Julie had to pivot, ultimately deciding to create 
catering-quality cheeseboards that can be beautifully delivered 
to a customer’s front door. After two record-breaking years, this 
local company made its way to season 14 of Shark Tank where 

they secured a deal with shark Lori 
Greiner. The artisan, direct-to-consumer 
cheese board business also made the list 
of Oprah’s Favorite Things for 2022! 
Check out their products available online 

FOCUS ON FILM 

LOCAL COMPANY ON SHARK TANK 

The Donald M. Ephraim Palm Beach 
Film Festival takes place January 26-
February 16, 2023, with more than 100 
screenings to choose from. Presented by 
MorseLife, the aim of the festival is to 
bring highly anticipated, critically 
acclaimed and thought-provoking films to 

Palm Beach County. As a world-class film festival, The Donald 
M. Ephraim Palm Beach Film Festival represents a significant 
contribution to the cultural life of the County. The 22-day event 
offers opportunities for filmmakers to reach an audience of film 
lovers and influencers. This is one of 14 local film festivals. 
 

Should you wish to support the festival, you will join an elite 
group of individuals and corporations that support independent 
filmmaking and the arts in Palm Beach County. You can be part 
of the magic by visiting their website and registering as a 
corporate or individual partner  

SSOF WINNER PREMIERES AT SUNDANCE 

Raymond Knudsen, winner of The Palm 
Beaches Student Showcase of Films, Burt 
Reynolds Scholarship  award in 2014, is 
set to premiere his latest film, Weapons and 
Their Names, at the 2023 Sundance Film 
Festival later this month. The film was shot in Florida and is 
about a teenage girl who’s unable to process her grief following 
the death of her stepfather. The sorrow-stricken teen works it out 
by shooting guns in the woods. The world premiere of Weapons 
and Their Names, written by Melina Valdez and produced by 
Knudsen, takes place in Park City, Utah, on January 21. Tickets 
go on sale January 12.  

 

Sundance will be a hybrid event this year, 
which means this film - along with all the 
others at Sundance - will be available to 
watch on demand through the festival’s plat-
form. Get more details and tickets online  

CASTLES IN HAITI, AN UNTOLD STORY 

https://www.facebook.com/castlesinhaiti
https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/vod/
https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/vod/
https://boarderie.com/
https://www.pbfilm.com/film-festival-in-palm-beach-county
https://palmbeachfilmfestival.org/
https://palmbeachfilmfestival.org/
https://palmbeachfilmfestival.org/
https://festival.sundance.org/


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Gregg K. Weiss, Mayor | | Maria Sachs, Vice Mayor  
Maria G. Marino | Dave Kerner | Mack Bernard | Sarah Baxter | Marci Woodward 
Verdenia Baker, County Administrator 
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM & TELEVISION COMMISSION 
Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery  

Director of Operations Alberto Jordat | Production Designer Kelly King  

Production Coordinator Kelly Henry | Social Media and Events Developer Vanessa Cadet  

Executive Administrator Andrea Castro 

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT     

NEW YEAR - NEW LOCATIONS 

EDUCATION CORNER  

STILL TIME TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY 

Contributors: Vanessa Cadet, Andrea Castro, Penelope Douglas, Kelly Henry, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King   

To be included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000 

      We are always actively growing our locations database of 
film-friendly locations to star as the backdrop for productions 
that take place in PBC. Some of the newest editions in the 
database include: 
 

RICH HIPPIES - a property on Forest Hill 
Boulevard in West Palm Beach that takes 
up a double lot with plenty of room for cast 
and crew to spread out. The property is 
walled in completely and nicely appointed 
with a nod to the era it was built. 
 

SINGER ISLAND ICW HOME - a 
thoughtfully renovated waterfront 
property with guest quarters on the 
second floor and a balcony overlooking 
their pool and provides nice views of the 

waterway.  The exterior has high-end hardscaping and LED 
lighting along a circle driveway.  The foyer entry opens into 
hardwood floors and neutral tones with lots of natural light. 
 

THE PARISAN - a French style brasserie 
with classic vibes including crown 
moldings, comfy couches and mirrors. The 
black and white tile floor contrast with dark 
wood and etched glass finishes on the 
inside while an outdoor courtyard exists 
for dining under the stars and swaying palm trees that reminds 
us we are in Jupiter and it certainly seems like France found it’s 
way to PBC.  
 

If you have a unique property and want to learn more about 
hosting productions, explore the details online 

 
FLASHBACK FEATURE: SCOOTER IN PALM BEACH 

While vacationing with family, Carol Roberts, current Chair of the Film Commission, was approached by a casting 

director and agreed to audition for a non-union film. Carol soon found herself with a lead role while learning about 

filmmaking firsthand. She marveled that the film was cheating Africa at Lion Country Safari and was aware of the eco-

nomic impact that the industry had on the community. Once elected to the Board of County Commissioners in 1986, 

Carol prioritized the creation of a local Film Commission. While the film wasn’t a hit by Hollywood standards, it served a 

local purpose and paved the way for the PBC Film & Television Commission over 30 years ago. 

    The Student Showcase of Films 

is the largest student film competi-

tion in the state of Florida. The 

deadline to submit entries is Jan-

uary 30. The red-carpet award 

show, hosted by Frank Licari, is set 

to take place April 21 at the Maltz Jupiter Theater. Funded by 

the PBC Board of County Commissioners through the De-

partment of Housing & Economic Development and the 

Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission - The 

competition is open to aspiring filmmakers, writers, graphic de-

signers, and digital media artists currently enrolled in a Florida 

high school or college. For more information, please click here 

PBSC GOES HI-TECH WITH GOLF GIANTS 

    Late last year, Tiger Woods, Rory McIlroy, and Mike 
McCarley announced the formation of TMRW Sports and TGL, 
a new tech-infused team golf league in partnership with the PGA 
TOUR. The league will officially start in 2024 from a purpose-
built venue of Palm Beach State College Gardens Campus. 

The partnership includes support for initiatives 
that benefit students interested in careers in 
sports, technology and entertainment.  
 

The Palm Beaches is Florida’s golf capi-
tal, featuring more than 160 sun-soaked 
courses. Discover golf experiences in 
PBC through the ’Sports Concierges’ 
section of  The Palm Beaches TV. 

https://www.pbfilm.com/
https://www.pbfilm.com/
https://www.pbfilm.com/ssof
https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/sports-concierges/
https://www.thepalmbeaches.tv/sports-concierges/
mailto:ajordat@pbfilm.com



