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FILM FLORIDA PODCAST SEASON 4
January Guests:
- Susanne Robinson & Vanessa
Alava, Mic Drop Creative
- Scott Edwards, Executive VP
FOX Entertainment

PRODUCTION TRENDS HEADING INTO 2022
As the Palm Beach County production community heads into the new
year, reflecting on 2021, there have been many positive trends for the
industry despite the continued challenges of the pandemic. Production
industry professionals set an example for safety, health and accountability
measures while getting back to business. While other major production
epicenters were undergoing continuous shutdowns to slow the spread of
COVID-19 in early 2021, Florida remained open for business while making COVID Safety-Volkswagen Set
health and safety a priority on set, and has continued to do so through the
uncertainty of COVID variants and fluctuating case numbers. In the midst of
new protocols and constant adjustments, The Palm Beaches’ reputation
grew as a reliable, safe world-class production destination. What resulted
was the second-most record breaking year for total permits issued since
the Film Commission’s creation in 1989.
Venus for Cosmo
Production trends in 2021 continued to shine a light on Palm Beach
County’s eco-tourism assets. Wide open natural areas created a safe
space for commercials and photoshoots, while marine life superstars like
sea turtles, sharks and goliath groupers drew television and
documentary work in abundance from major networks. Resident
celebrities like Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods,
Venus & Serena Williams, and more brought Wildlife Nation with Jeff Corwin
their ad campaigns home to the variety of backdrops found here—from
waterfront estates to the many sporting venues offered in the region. As
2022 begins, the Film Commission would like to thank local industry
professionals for their diligence and adaptability to get cameras rolling
Jordan & WNBA Stars for Nike
again. Connect with us and find resources at pbfilm.com.

START YOUR ENGINES
SuperCar Week races into The
Palm Beaches from January 8-16, 2022.
Rev your engines for nine days of galas
and gatherings designed for auto
enthusiasts. Enjoy events like the
SuperCar Horsepower show on
January 9 at the International Polo Club, or meet the SuperCar
team at The PGA National Resort on Wednesday, January 12.
SuperCar Week ends in an exciting West Palm Beach
Waterfront Grand Finale Event on Sunday January 16. “It’s
extremely rewarding to see that Florida’s entire state of car
culture has recognized SuperCar Week as a
world class and significant car show, “ said Tim
Byrd, co-founder and VP. All events will be
covered by a variety of media outlets including
ICTV1, WPBTV News Channel 5 (NBC), WPBF
TV 25, (ABC), WPEC News 12 (CBS) and The
Auto Channel. For more information and
tickets, visit supercarweek.com.

EQUESTRIAN SEASON IN PBC
The 2022 Winter Equestrian
Festival trots back into The Palm
Beaches this month, attracting
national and international athletes
competing for prizes and/or readying
for the Olympics. The longest-running
equestrian event in the world takes place at the Palm Beach
International Equestrian Center in Wellington and runs through
April 3. Catch all the excitement in person or via their live stream
at pbiec.coth.com/category/live_streams.
Meanwhile, the Palm Beach International Polo Season swings
into action down the road at the International Polo Club Palm
Beach. Global Polo Entertainment recently announced a
historic landmark deal with ESPN that will broadcast
championship polo events worldwide,
including the C.V. Whitney Cup final
that’s played in The Palm Beaches.
See more at ipc.coth.com.

FOCUS ON FILM
TAKE A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE
Ever wish you could get up close to
creatures of the wild? Well, in Palm
Beach County you can! You can feed a
giraffe, pet a sloth, or get close to a
koala. World-renowned wildlife enthusiast
(and PBC resident) James Currie is hard
at work on a new series for The Palm Beaches TV called Wild
Palm Beaches. James tours the waterways, natural areas and
fantastic animal preserves like Lion Country Safari, Busch
Wildlife Sanctuary and much more!
“Here in The Palm Beaches, wildlife
viewing is a big deal. Even bigger
than you might imagine,” said Currie.
Shows are currently in production and
will air in 2022 on cable channel
Destination America and on
Baby Rhino at
ThePalmBeaches.TV.
Lion County Safari

AA FILM FEST SALUTES EDUCATION
Lights, camera, action! Get ready
because the African American Film
Festival is back again for its 16th season at
the Kravis Center for the Performing Arts.
Founded by James Drayton and hosted by
Palm Beach County Film and Television
Commission board member William “Bill”
Nix, the festival continues to be a tried-and-true gem in Palm
Beach County, highlighting African American filmmakers. The
festival takes place on Tuesdays at 7:00pm beginning February
1, with a film introduction followed by an engaging Q&A session
moderated by Mr. Nix. This season, the films
on the big screen are stories that are a salute
to education, claiming the series as “Triumph
Tuesdays”. The films include Lean on Me,
Akeelah and The Bee and The Great
Debaters. Don’t miss your chance to view
these great African American films. See more
at kravis.org/film/african-american-film-series.

LPGA RETURNS TO BOCA RIO
The LPGA Tour returns to The Palm
Beaches for the 2022 Gainbridge
Tournament at Boca Rio Golf Club. The
event, taking place January 24-30, features
a field of more than 100 players competing
for a $2M purse. The tournament will air for
four days of live television coverage on the
Golf Channel. Last year’s Gainbridge LPGA was contested in
Orlando, but the inaugural tournament took place at Boca Rio in
2020. Elliot Wallace, president of Boca Rio Golf Club, says he’s
looking forward to welcoming back players and fans, noting that
“We are excited to once again host the world’s best female
golfers back to Boca Rio Golf Club.” Wallace adds that the
inaugural event in 2020 was a “tremendous success for the
Southeast Florida Community.” This year, Baptist Health signed
on as a presenting sponsor for the
tournament’s volunteer program. For
more information on the Gainbridge
LPGA at Boca Rio or to purchase
tickets, visit gainbridgelpga.com.

DIVE INTO MORE SCUBANATION
If you’re a fan of underwater
adventures, there’s good news!
ScubaNation is currently in
production with new episodes on the
way. Host and executive producer Artificial Shark-Shaped Reef
Billy Catoggio recently spent several
days filming in The Palm Beaches. “As President and Founder of
ScubaNation for the past 12 years, I have gone scuba diving all
over the world. People always ask me, ‘Where is your favorite
place to go diving?’ I tell them Palm Beach County, because the
area is so rich and diverse with incredible dive sites with wrecks,
reefs and stunning animal encounters. The Palm Beaches lie
closer to the Gulf Stream than anywhere else, therefore it’s a
conveyor belt of underwater life,” Catoggio shared. New
episodes are set to air in Spring 2022.
Previous episodes are available on
demand on ThePalmBeaches.TV.

VIEWERSHIP GROWS FOR PBTV FACEBOOK WATCH PARTY
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The Palm Beaches TV continues its Facebook Watch Party series in the new year. With more than 80
episodes complete, the parties goes on! What started during the pandemic as a way of reminding
homebound viewers about future travel possibilities, the series remains a viable way to highlight local
business and attractions through social media in a short, compact format. Thus far,
the series has a cumulative audience reach of over 800,000, with 450,000 actual
views. The series is hosted by Glenn Jergensen, Executive Director of The Tourist
Development Council and Lauren Tobin, PR & New Media Strategist for the Palm Beach County Film and
Television Commission. Join the next party by logging on to our Facebook page (facebook.com/FreePermits)
on Tuesdays at noon. To see previous episodes, visit the On Demand page at ThePalmBeaches.TV.

FOCUS ON FILM
PALM BEACH JEWISH FILM FEST RETURNS
The 32nd Donald M. Ephraim Palm
Beach Jewish Film Festival hosted by the
Mandel JCC will kick off on January 23 and
run until March 13, 2022. Each film
celebrates the Jewish experience,
celebrating the diversity, the achievements
and the history of the community. This year all of the films will
be available virtually on Eventive, their virtual “On Demand”
website. This is also where tickets can be purchased and the
festival schedule can be viewed. Want to be a part of an on-site
watch party? A select few films will be
shown at The Mandel JCC in Palm
Beach Gardens and Boynton Beach
for those who would like to attend in
person. See more at PBJFF.org

ABLE TRUST NETWORK SPOTLIGHTS ADF
Rose Lee Archer, producer/host of
the Rose Lee Show and founder of the
Archer Disability Foundation (ADF),
was recently recognized by The Able
Trust Network, the Governors Alliance
for the Employment of People with
Rose Lee Archer
Disabilities. ADF facilitates awardwinning community outreach that advocates for social inclusion,
mentoring and independent living options for persons with
disabilities. Working in alliance with Rose Lee Productions Inc,
outreach campaigns are produced and distributed to reach a
wider audience and spread awareness about programs and
opportunities.
“The Rose Lee Show is a public affairs television program that
offers resources to help viewers overcome adversities in life. The
show has featured segments of ADF’s work to expand the
message of employment opportunities to create inclusion in our
community. Since 1999, the show featured segments of episodes
promoting employment opportunities and
inclusion of students and job seekers with
disabilities,” Archer shared. Learn more at
roseleearchershow.com/adf-home.

BOCA BOWL BRINGS IN BIG NUMBERS
More than 1.6M households tuned
in to ESPN for the 2021
Roofclaim.com Boca Raton Bowl,
played at Florida Atlantic University
in Boca Raton. According to event
organizers, that’s the largest TV audiWKU vs. App State
ence to date of any Bowl game on
cable. The 8th edition of this college post-season matchup was
played between Western Kentucky University and Appalachian State, with WKU’s Hilltoppers coming out on top (59-38).
Prior to the game, both teams and their fans enjoyed welcome
parties at their hotels (Boca Raton Marriott at Boca Center
and the Palm Beach Gardens Marriott). Additional events
leading up to kickoff included: beach parties at the Lake Worth
Beach Pier and the Palm Beach Marriott Singer Island Resort; a luncheon hosted by the
Palm Beach County Convention
Center; and pep-rallies at Riviera
Beach’s Marina Village and
Mizner Park. Learn more at
roofclaimbocaratonbowl.com.
WKU at LWB Pier

BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE
AT&T’s Connected
Learning Initiative aims to
invest in digital inclusion, literacy
and learning to help connect
students with skills, resources,
and opportunities for success in Pine Grove Principal Shauntay King
and out of the classroom. In a
recent partnership with The School District of Palm Beach
County and Delray Beach-based non-profit Roots & Wings,
AT&T donated 240 hotspots, 120 personal learning devices and
internet service to students at Orchard View and Pine Grove
Elementary to help bridge the digital divide. These efforts were
highlighted in a short documentary
produced by South Florida production
company Think Twice Media. For
more, visit about.att.com/csr.

TWO PROFESSIONALS JOIN FTC TEAM
The Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission (FTC) warmly welcomes two new professional staff members to the team! Lytle Harper will serve as Senior Production Coordinator with Stephanie Cardona as Production
Coordinator. Lytle, a University of Miami alum, comes with over 12 years of experience in the film
industry in New York City, including award-winning shows like: Girls, The Marvelous Mrs.
Maisel and The Good Wife. Stephanie, a Florida Atlantic University alum, joins the FTC with
experience working with several Palm Beach County partner organizations including the Cultural
Lytle Harper
Council for Palm Beach County and the Norton Museum of Art. Both Lytle and Stephanie look
forward to working with the spirited and diverse production community in The Palm Beaches! See more about the
FTC team and initiatives to support the production industry at pbfilm.com.
Stephanie Cardona
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FOCUS ON FILM
FLASHBACK FEATURE: HARRY & SON
Harry & Son (1984), directed by and starring Hollywood legend Paul Newman, focuses on the relationship between a
blue-collar worker and his son who struggles at various odd jobs while aspiring to be a writer. The film also features an
early role for then-rising-star Morgan Freeman. Much of the film was shot in Lake Worth Beach,
which provided a mix of picturesque waterfronts and working-class settings. The construction site
backdrops in the movie were captured at the demolition of The Inn in Lake Worth Beach, a sister
hotel to the historic Gulf Stream Hotel. Time Out London described the film as “well-acted and
elegantly photographed”. See more at en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_%26_Son.
Morgan Freeman

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT
CATALOGUE BACKDROPS
Coastal locations are in high demand
as a backdrop for seasonal catalogs.
Palm Beach County offers a variety of
tropical, Asian and safari settings for
fashion, travel and fitness projects.
DuBois Pioneer Home
The DuBois Pioneer Home was a
picture perfect setting for a Nantucket
Whaler photography session featuring
men’s fashion. The location is a perfect
double for a northern coastal vibe, while
their parent company, USPA brought
horses to the beach side of Ocean Reef
Park for a photo session for US Polo
Ocean Reef Park
Assn’s 2022 spring fashions.

One of the most popular locations in Boca
Raton is the Plaza Real at Mizner Park.
With its long linear walkways, beautifully
manicured landscaping and water
features, it’s a perfect place to capture
lifestyle and fashion images. The Mizner
Sanborn Square
name evokes images of the Mediterranean
and Plaza Real does not disappoint with blooming bougainvillea,
a navy blue gazebo with a celadon green wall and Spanish style
fountain nearby at Sanborn Square.
Producers and designers know that they can count on sunkissed backdrops and beautifully painted skies in The Palm
Beaches when the rest of the country is covered in snow. For
more information for an upcoming production, visit pbfilm.com/
locations to view options or request a locations package.

EDUCATION CORNER
SSOF’S NEW HOME AT THE MALTZ
The Palm Beaches Student
Showcase of Films (SSOF) is proud to
announce that the live red carpet award
show will take place at a new venue for
the 27th annual celebration! The Maltz
Jupiter Theatre will be the new home of the showcase, a move
that will further honor the legendary Burt Reynolds, who built the
theater decades ago. "Burt Reynolds' legacy will forever be
associated with the SSOF and it is because of the graciousness of
his family that we will continue giving the Burt Reynolds
scholarship, awarding that BR scholarship to a
PBC high school senior who goes beyond and
above the regular requirements for entry," said
Michelle Hillery, PBC Deputy Film
Commissioner and Executive Producer of the
SSOF in a recent interview with CBS12.
The Maltz Jupiter Theatre is
undergoing $30 million in renovations
to include state-of-the-art technology
and a stunning backdrop for students
to take the stage and receive honors
Maltz Jupiter Exterior
for their hard work. Student
submissions are being accepted now until the end of January
2022. The competition is free and open to aspiring filmmakers,
writers, graphic designers, and digital media artists who are
currently enrolled in any high school or
college in Florida. There is more than
$20,000 in cash, prizes and scholarships
on the line for a dozen categories. For
more, visit pbfilm.com/SSOF.
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