
  While 2020 may be synonymous with the pandemic that shook the 
world to its core, the entertainment production industry led the charge and 
set an example for safety, health and accountability measures while 
getting back to business. In the midst of new protocols and constant 
adjustments, some things never changed, including the Palm Beach 
County production community’s dedication to world-class service and the 
attention to detail that comes along with a skillset in production planning. 

 

Production trends in 2020 shone an even brighter light on The Palm 
Beaches’ eco-tourism assets than ever before. From the Everglades to 
the Atlantic Ocean, wide open natural areas created a safe space for 
commercials and photoshoots, while marine life superstars like sea 
turtles, sharks and goliath groupers drew television and documentary 
work in abundance from networks like BBC, National Geographic and 

Discovery Channel. Local filmmakers used the April – May lockdown as 
an opportunity to get their ideas on paper, writing independent features 
and short films and with nearly a dozen in production by the Fall. Live 

events were curtailed by social-distancing requirements, 
but innovative technology and ingenuity made it possible 
to reach audiences virtually through the camera lens, 
bringing fashion shows, art galleries and educational workshops to life once again 
and connecting more people than ever before. As 2021 begins, the FTC would 
like to thank the local industry professionals for their diligence, expertise and 
adaptability, making it possible to get cameras rolling again. Connect with us, find 
resources and join the community at pbfilm.com. 
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  #1 Life & Business Strategist, #1 
New York Times Best-Selling Author, 
Entrepreneur and Philanthropist Tony 
Robbins met the obstacles of the 2020 
pandemic with his unshakeable 
attitude, finding a way to reach his fans 
from the safety of their homes through 
a series of virtual Unleash The Power Within events. With record-
breaking attendance of over 22,500 guests from 143 countries, 
the 360-degree virtual set up was hosted at G-Star Studios in 
Palm Springs. Located on the campus of G-Star School of the 
Arts, the 110,000 sq. ft. motion picture complex is home to 
Sound Stage One, named “One of the Seven Top Sound Stages 
in the World” by Studio Systems News. “It was an honor to host 
such a legend in the industry, along with the groundbreaking 
immersive technology accommodated by our studio space,” said 
Greg Hauptner, G-Star Founder and CEO. The 360 rig will be set 
up at Robbins’ new permanent studio, soon to open in West 
Palm Beach. See more at gstarstudios.com. 
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY FOR PBS 

      Public Broadcasting Service 
(PBS) went on air 50 years ago and 
was born out of a groundbreaking 
idea that Americans deserve a non-
commercial television service whose sole mission is to educate 
and inspire. In the five decades since, it has bridged social and 
cultural gaps with its innovative programming. The network is 
comprised of 330 member stations, reaching more than 120 
million viewers on TV screens and 26 million online. In 2015, two 
Florida stations WPBT and WXEL merged to form South Florida 
PBS, serving the entire south Florida area from Key West to the 
Sebastian Inlet. South Florida PBS is firmly planted in the 
community with an audience of more than 6 million viewers and 
more than 226 hours of locally produced programming, including 

On the Town in the Palm Beaches, 
Travels and Traditions with Burt Wolf and 
Art Adventures of The Palm Beaches. 
Here’s to another half century of beloved 
content! See more at southfloridapbs.org. 

 

Tony Robbins in 360 

FILM FLORIDA PODCAST - JANUARY 

Florida Representatives 
Vance Aloupis (Miami-Dade) 
Mike Caruso (Palm Beach) 

COVID Safety on Set 

Sea Turtle in Boca Raton 

Shark in Jupiter 

Virtual Fashion Show 
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  Dock & Dine, the fun-filled show that 
highlights the best restaurants accessible 
by boat, was a winner at the 2020 
Suncoast Regional Emmy® Awards. 
Dock & Dine is produced locally by West 
Palm Beach-based Ko-Mar Productions 
and hosted by celebrity chef Jason Pereira. “It’s a thrill to be 
recognized with an Emmy for this very unique show. Life in The 
Palm Beaches is one of a few destinations that offers the 
opportunity to take a boat out on the water, dock it at restaurant 
for a delectable meal and then cruise home,” said Todd Kolich, 
producer and co-owner of Ko-Mar Productions. Restaurants 
featured in the show include E.R Bradley’s Saloon in West 

Palm Beach, the Old Key Lime 
House in Lantana (Florida’s oldest 
w a t e r f r o n t  r e s t a u r a n t ) , 
Guanabana’s and 1000 North, 
both in Jupiter and Two Georges 
in Boynton Beach. To see the full 
episode, visit ThePalmBeaches.TV. 

 

 The 31st edition of the Donald M. 
Ephraim Palm Beach Jewish Film 
Festival, hosted by the Mandel JCC of The 
Palm Beaches, kicks off with a private 
dinner reception on Saturday, January 23 
before opening to the public Sunday, 
January 24 through Thursday, April 1. Event organizers say 
moviegoers can expect an extended festival line-up with more 
Q&A discussions and member benefits. Up to 30 movies, 
ranging from the comedic to the dramatic, will be featured over 
the course of 10 weeks. These films from all around the world 
touch on the Jewish experience, educating viewers on the 
religion’s culture, history, and tradition. All films must have been 
produced in 2018 or later and cannot have screened in Palm 

Beach County beforehand. Tickets go on sale 
January 6. In the meantime, the Mandel JCC 
continues to host a monthly film speaker series 
featuring industry leaders in Jewish cinema. 
For more info, visit palmbeachjewishfilm.org.  

 

EMMY WIN FOR DOCK & DINE 

THE PALM BEACHES TV AIRING AT THE BREAKERS PALM BEACH 

31ST ANNUAL JEWISH FILM FEST 

 The Florida Office of 
Film and Entertainment 
(Florida’s statewide film 
commission) hosts an 
online guide of crew and support services through ReelScout. If 
you aren’t already listed on the database, now’s the time to get 
your name and resume in the mix! The directory is easy to use 
with the ability to filter by category, city, county, region, and/or 
affiliation. It’s completely FREE to get listed, and it’s one of the 
state’s main reputable hubs to promote services to visiting 
productions (also available via the iOS Film in Florida app). For 
production companies, if you haven’t yet heard about the Sales 
Tax Exemption program, it’s a quick and easy process to apply 
and save up to 7.5% on production expenditures! Kick off 2021 
on a positive note by submitting your information for both 
programs at filminflorida.com/production and filminflorida.com/
sales-tax-exemption-program. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

 GET LISTED AND GET READY FOR 2021 

HIDDEN WILD IN PBC  

 Palm Beach County Environmental 
Resources Management (ERM) in partnership with 
Discover The Palm Beaches, teamed up with 
Day’s Edge Productions to create Hidden Wild, a 30
-minute film to following a 7-day, 70-mile eco-expedition 
undertaken by local teens and led by conservation photographer 
Alex Freeze through the more than 160,000 acres of connected 

wilderness in the Palm Beaches. “This film is 
an asset to help market The Palm Beaches 
as Florida’s premier tourism destination 
utilizing our natural areas and other wild 
spaces as the backdrop.  It will also connect 

residents and local youth with the amazing nature in their own 
backyard.  Through the film, audiences will discover what makes 
our local landscapes so special,” said Deb Drum, Department 
Director of ERM. Tune into WXEL January 30 at 5:30pm and 
WPBT2 January 31 at 12:30pm. For more info visit pbcerm.com 
or connect with ERM on Facebook and Instagram @pbcerm.  

 
   The Palm Beaches TV is nearing 5,000 hotel rooms with the recent installation of the channel in every room at 
The Breakers Palm Beach. The Breakers Palm Beach adds to an already distinguished list of hotels that carry 
the channel as part of their in-room entertainment systems including, The Hilton Garden Inn West Palm Beach 

I-95 Outlets, The Boca Resort and Club, Hilton West Palm Beach, Hawthorn 
Suites West Palm Beach, DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel and Executive Meeting 
Center Palm Beach Gardens, and The Palm Beach Island Marriott Singer 
Resort & Spa. The channel remains accessible via website (ThePalmBeaches.TV), 
mobile app, Roku, and in public spaces such as Palm Beach International Airport 

and the Palm Beach County Convention Center.  For more information, visit ThePalmBeaches.TV. 

Host Jason Periera 



 The Palm Beach Island Marriott 
Singer Resort & Spa recently won 
a Henry Award, the highest accolade given by VISIT FLORIDA 
each year. The resort was honored during the 2020 Florida 
Tourism Hall of Fame and Flagler Awards and was 
recognized for its Sand Canvas campaign and is the only hotel 
in the state to receive recognition this year. “Our resort is the 
proud recipient of the highly sought Henry Award. We won this 
award for our process of delivering messages in the sand using 
lounge chairs and umbrellas when our beaches were closed 
due to COVID-19,” said Roger Amidon, general manager of 
Palm Beach Marriott Singer Island Beach 
Resort & Spa. “I gave our team a purpose 
every single day, which was to go down to 
the beach to create a message for the 
world to enjoy. Fans from around the 
globe enjoyed our messages daily via our resort’s beach-facing 
webcam.” Messages included #Healthcare Heroes, #America 
Together and #Tourism Strong. For more info visit 
palmbeachmarriottresort.com.   
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BIG WIN FOR PBC RESORT 

2021: THE YEAR OF GIVING 

WATCH PARTY SEASON 3 IN FULL SWING 

   The West Palm Beach Fishing 
Club, in partnership with Palm Beach 
County Environmental Resources Management Team, has 
been protecting South Florida's waterways one artificial reef at a 
time. The Reef Dart program is a reef building effort using 
repurposed concrete utility poles and culverts that might 
otherwise end up in area landfills. For four years the club has 
been installing artificial reefs in hopes of 
restoring the eco-system. The most recent 
deployment was captured in a short video, as 
produced by local company AA Video, 
highlighting the deployment of 40 Reef 
Darts in 500’ of water offshore Palm Beach Inlet. This also 
created the deepest intentionally placed artificial reef in 
Florida. The program is filling the need to develop a cost-
effective program that repurposes readily available material into 
valuable fish habitat thereby reducing pressure on natural reefs. 
For more info visit westpalmbeachfishingclub.org. 

     Award-winning independent filmmakers Rick and Maggie Pamplin began production on their next feature film - 
2021: The Year of Giving (Or How We Tried to Save the World for $10,000) - on January 1. The documentary 
explores their efforts for one year as they give away $25 a day in donations and micro-loans to make a better world. 
“A few years ago, we began giving micro-loans to artists and small businesses throughout the world, helping people 
in desperate situations survive, become self-supporting and successful,” said producer Maggie Pamplin. “We then 
started developing a movie about how a single $25 investment could literally change the world,” said writer-director 
Rick Pamplin. “In one year, we want to do as much good as possible, document it on film and inspire others to step 
forward and do the same.” Partnering with Pamplin Film Company is 10-time Telly Award-winning Think Visual 
Group. Production is slated for 14 months, ending in February 2022. See more at twitter.com/PamplinFilmCo. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

CLUB CAPTURES DART DEPLOYMENT 

  ThePalmBeaches.TV 
continues its unique 
marketing and outreach 
efforts by launching a third 
season of Facebook 
watch parties. Each Tuesday at noon, Glenn Jergensen, 
Executive Director of the PBC Tourist Development Council 
introduces clips and commentary from ThePalmBeaches.TV 
lineup. He is joined by co-host Lauren Tobin, PR and New Media 

Strategist for the FTC. Guests and 
friends are invited to join the watch party 
by logging on to the FTC’s Facebook 
page to get a quick sampling of 
enjoyable and informative programming. 
The series is as a way to connect with 

and entertain an audience while showcasing The Palm Beaches 
as an ideal destination to visit, despite the pandemic. To join the 
party, visit facebook.com/FreePermits. 

  American Prom, a faith-
based feature recently filmed 
in southern Palm Beach 
County, brings spirituality into 
the center of a modern day 
coming-of-age story. Cast and crew entered a “production bub-
ble” in order to keep the set safe during filming. Made by veter-
an local filmmakers Dominic Giannetti and Emmanuel Mondesir 
of family-friendly studio Positive Motion Pictures, American 
Prom is the studio’s second feature film in 2020, along with two 
television series. The studio has been focusing on projects for 
kids and teens, all filmed in Palm Beach County. “The story 

deals with faith, race and relation-
ships, and is a very powerful mes-
sage that needs to be told,” said 
Giannetti. The filmmakers are already 
casting their next feature slated for 
Spring 2021. See more at face-
book.com/positivemotionpictures. 

FAITH-BASED FEATURE WRAPS IN PBC 

Cast of American Prom 

#Healthcare Heroes 



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Dave Kerner, Mayor | Robert S. Weinroth, Vice Mayor 
Maria G Marino | Gregg K. Weiss | Maria Sachs | Melissa McKinlay | Mack Bernard 
Verdenia Baker, County Administrator 
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM & TELEVISION COMMISSION 
Film Commissioner Chuck Elderd | Deputy Film Commissioner & Director of Finance Michelle Hillery  

Director of Operations & Production Christy Andreoni | Director of Development & Marketing Phyllis Man 
PR & New Marketing Strategist Lauren Tobin | Locations & Creative Marketing Specialist Kelly King  

Production Consultant Christopher Cobb | Office Administrator Alberto Jordat 

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT 
PBC CONVENTION CENTER 

 * Co-Editors: Phyllis Man and Christy Tricoli  *Assistant Editor: Kelly King  |  To be included in this newsletter please call 561.233.1000  or email  Ctricoli@pbfilm.com 

EDUCATION CORNER  
SSOF DEADLINE DRAWS NEAR 

     Since 2004, the Palm Beach 
County Convention Center has been 
welcoming people from all over the 
world to experience the modern 
350,000 square foot facility, including 
productions of all shapes and sizes. 
The thoroughly modern structure has so much to offer - from it’s 
newly redesigned front courtyard to the rooftop parking garage 
and all the angles in between, including a circle drive grand 
entrance on the backside of the property. There is also a 
skyway on site that connects the Convention Center to the West 
Palm Beach Hilton, which is another great property in itself. 
 

Other angles include a massive 
kitchen and an oversized freight 
elevator, making typically tight scenes 
easier to complete. The second-floor 
executive boardroom is a great size 
for filming and has motorized window 

coverings and an exterior balcony.  
 

Need a bank teller? The information 
desk doubles for that hard-to-find and 
secure location. The two-story wall of 
windows brings in natural light and 
provides a grand backdrop for scenes 
set at a corporate headquarters,  
with options for entrances, hallways and lobbies.   
The stairs feature modern angles with glass panels and are 
wide and elegant. Additionally, there are escalators and outdoor 
niches that are perfect for a variety of filming scenarios. 
 

For more information on this location and others in The Palm 
Beaches, please visit pbfilm.com. 

Two story windows 

Massive kitchen space 

Entrance from garage 

 As we usher in a new year, the 
submission deadline for The 26th 
Palm Beaches Student 
Showcase of Films (SSOF) is 
quickly approaching! The largest 
student film competition and 
awards show in Florida will present over $20,000 in cash and 
prizes to student filmmakers, writers, graphic design and digital 
media artists. Florida students must submit their projects by 
January 25 for a chance to win their share and earn a spot in a 
very special broadcast celebration for 2021.  
 

There are 12 categories of competition, including the Vanilla Ice 
Music Video Award and the Suzanne L. Niedland Documentary 
partnering with the Loggerhead MarineLife Center for 2021. Also 
returning are the Burt Reynolds and Sara Fuller Scholarships 
awarded to Palm Beach County high school seniors. Open to all 
are the Commercial, Education and Environmental PSAs, as well 

as Animation, Poster Design, 
Screenwriting, and the popular High 
School and College Feature/Short 
groups both with first, second and 
third place winners! SSOF also just 
unveiled a new Webinar Series 
exclusively for Florida students 
where they can discover the secrets 

to capturing that creative edge and WINNING a slice of that 
$20,000 pie! To learn more about the SSOF Webinar Series, all 
the amazing categories and how to submit your project, please 
visit pbfilm.com/SSOF. And don’t forget to like and follow SSOF 
on Facebook (@StudentShowcaseOfFilms), Twitter 
(@StudentFilmsFL), and Instagram (@StudentFilmsFL)!  

 FLASHBACK FEATURE: EMPIRE OF THE ANTS  

  Released in 1977, Empire of the Ants is a science-fiction horror film starring Robert Lansing and Joan Collins in her 
first role. The story follows land developers attempting to sell beachfront paradise on undeveloped swamp land, which 
quickly becomes nightmarish when a toxic spill turns harmless ants into gigantic monsters. Filmed in PBC’s natural are-
as, in Juno Beach, and in the western community sugar fields, the film has garnered cult classic status over the dec-
ades since its release. Iconic scenes feature the ants taking control of a sugar plant for human brainwashing and march-
ing along the former Juno Beach pier. Learn more at en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_of_the_Ants_(film). 
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