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Each spring, Palm Beach County becomes a broadcast hub during the Ultimate Weeks of
Sport, when multiple marquee events unfold simultaneously across The Palm Beaches. Golf,
baseball, tennis, polo, and equestrian competition run concurrently, generating weeks of
nationally televised and streamed programming. The rare overlap delivers premium live content
for networks and platforms, all set against the county’s signature coastal and countryside
scenery. Tennis adds international reach with the Delray Beach Open (Feb. 13 to 22), airing on
Tennis Channel and streaming globally. The season is anchored by the Cognizant Classic in
The Palm Beaches (Feb. 20 to March 1) in Palm Beach Gardens. The PGA TOUR event airs
nationally on Golf Channel and NBC, with streaming on Peacock and PGA TOUR digital
platforms. Broadcast coverage features sweeping aerials and water-lined fairways that have
become defining visuals of championship golf. Spring Training baseball follows from Feb. 20
through March 24 with daily games at two production-ready venues. Roger Dean Chevrolet
Stadium hosts the Miami Marlins and St. Louis Cardinals, while CACTI Park of The Palm
Beaches serves as the spring home of the Washington Nationals and Houston Astros.
Games air on MLB Network, regional sports networks, and MLB.TV, delivering consistent
broadcast exposure. The season also showcases world-class equestrian and polo competition in
Wellington, where the Winter Equestrian Festival and United States Polo Association draw
elite athletes and global audiences, streaming worldwide through April.
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“SASSY” CINEMATIC EXCELLENCE AWARD

‘The Donald M. Ephraim Sun & Stars

International Film Festival honored Michelle

Hillery, Film Commissioner of the Palm Beach
County Film and Television Commission, with
the inaugural Donald M. Ephraim & Terri
Sriberg “SASSY” Award for Cinematic
Excellence during opening night of the festival.
Presented by MorselLife, the festival features
an expansive lineup of award-winning

Filming for ABC's new drama RJ Decker
recently brought cameras to West Palm Beach, %
highlighting Palm Beach County as a production
-friendly destination. Permitted by the Palm 5i -
Beach County Film & Television Commission,
with support from County and local officials,
scenes were filmed at the Palm Beach County
Courthouse, the 1916 Historic Courthouse, and a private
residence in the City of West Palm Beach. The Palm Beaches
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documentaries, historical dramas, Jewish and Israeli cinema,
LGBTQIA+ stories, women-directed films, comedies, thrillers,
and coming-of-age favorites. Screenings are taking place at the
Kravis Center, Hooky Entertainment, and Glazer Hall. Festival
co-founder Donald M. Ephraim highlighted the Commission’s
decades of support for productions in The Palm Beaches, while
Hillery expressed gratitude, noting the honor reflects the
collective efforts of the Film Commission’s team in servicing the
industry and elevating Palm Beach County’s film friendly profile.

welcomed the production, highlighting its economic impact and
celebrating its support of local vendors, cast and crew. In 2024,
film and television production generated $253 million in local
expenditures countywide. “Film and television create meaningful
economic impact for our community, from jobs to hotel stays,”
said Michelle Hillery, Commissioner of the Palm Beach
County Film & Television Commission. Starring Scott
Speedman, RJ Decker premieres March 3 at 10PM on ABC and
WPBF, inspired by Carl Hiaasen’s novel Double Whammy.
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CELEBRATING A DECADE OF JEWISH CINEMA

The Judy Levis Krug Boca Raton Jewish Film Festival
celebrates its 10th anniversary February 7 to 22, bringing two
weeks of world-class Israeli, Jewish, and international fims to
Movies of Delray. As Boca Raton’s original Jewish Film

Festival, this milestone edition

showcases more than 40 films, including

narrative features, documentaries,

shorts, and comedies exploring Jewish

life, history, and culture from around the

world. The lineup blends humor,

romance, politics, and powerful real-life

. stories designed to entertain and spark

conversation. Many screenings include filmmaker appearances,
guest speakers, and post-film discussions that deepen audience
engagement. Presented by the Levis JCC, the festival supports
year-round Jewish-themed film programming while reinforcing
Boca Raton’s role as a vibrant cultural hub. Featured films include
Hold On to Your Music, The Future Awaits, Two Pianos, and

Adolph & Rose Levis Jewish Community

TOURISM’S MULTI-BILLION DOLLAR IMPACT

Florida’s tourism industry set new records, according to the
Economic Impact of Tourism study from VISIT FLORIDA.
Out-of-state visitors spent $134.9 billion statewide, generating a
total economic impact of $133.6 billion as tourism dollars
circulated through local businesses, jobs, and communities.
Nearly every dollar spent stayed in Florida, with 99 cents retained
in the economy and 59 cents supporting worker wages. Tourism
supported 1.8 million jobs, generated $79.9 billion in wages, and
produced $33.6 billion in federal, state, and local tax revenue,
saving Florida households an estimated $1,730 annually in state
and local taxes alone. Governor Ron DeSantis and VISIT
FLORIDA President and CEO Bryan Griffin emphasized that
continued investment in destination marketing drives visitation,
strengthens  Florida’s
economy, and delivers ; -
lasting benefits  to T daeis
residents statewide.

MIC’D UP GOLF ENTERTAINMENT IN JUPITER

Golf Channel turned Trump National Jupiter into prime-
time television with the inaugural made-for-TV Optum Golf
Channel Games, a skills competition built for broadcast. Open
microphones and in-ear communication revealed player
reactions and banter. The nationally aired event balanced
entertainment  with network p7 B e

)
)
CHAMDINS
;1 caF

polish. Two four-player
teams, captained by Scottie
Scheffler and Rory Mcliroy,
competed in a format inspired
by the NFL Combine, NBA
three-point contest, and MLB
Home Run Derby. Shane
Lowry delivered early laughs with misfired drives and playful
boos that translated on air. The competition stayed tight through
five challenges before a playoff chip decided the winner.
Blending humor, trash talk, and elite skill, the broadcast
showcased the County as a versatile stage for innovative,
made-for-television sports programming.

FRIDAY FILMS AT THE FOUR ARTS
T . N , .

he Society of the Four Arts brings cinematic storytelling to
Palm Beach County with its 2026 Friday Film Series, a
thoughtfully curated season for audiences who value craft and
culture. Screenings are presented in high definition at the
Walter S. Gubelmann Auditorium. The lineup features a
blend of acclaimed narrative films and celebrated
documentaries. Audience favorites such as McQueen, and |
Am Martin Parr and Checkpoint Zoo fashion, photography &
a daring rescue through award-winning perspectives. Festival
standouts, including The Promised Land and Lee, deliver
powerful performances and historical storytelling while My
Sailor, My Love and My Penguin Friend offer intimate,
character-driven narratives. The series complements live-to-
screen presentations from the Metropolitan Opera, National
Theatre Live, and Exhibition on Screen, f8
reinforcing The Four Arts’ role as a venue for §
high-quality filmed programming and shared &&
cinematic experiences.

manatees and the ecosystems that make The Palm Beaches a leading eco-tourism destination. &

“ManateeFest exceeded all expectations, bringing together thousands of families while showcasing the g

power of environmental education,” said Meredith Rollo, Manager of Manatee Lagoon, as the team

prepares for another unforgettable celebration in 2026. Manatee Lagoon has also captured national

television attention including on Wild Palm Beaches, hosted by James Currie, with the Gentle GiantsM AN ATEE LAGOON
episode reaching more than 24 million viewers on Destination America, and more recently on Amazing T
Itineraries with host Hunter Hulbert, airing across Sinclair Broadcast Group affiliates nationwide. Manatee season typlcally runs from mid-
November through March 31, when hundreds of manatees migrate into Lake Worth Lagoon in search of warm water.
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NAKED SMOOTHIE’S “SMOOTHIE BOY”
N i i l

AKED Smoothie brought its Iatest
digital campaign “Smoothie Boy”
Palm Beach County, fiming at the
Delray Beach Tennis Center with ten-
nis star and “Chief Smoothie Officer’
Coco Gauff. The shoot showcased the
iconic tennis venue while highlighting the silliness and lightheart-
ed brand and athlete. The project was permitted by the Palm
Beach County Film & Television Commission, which worked
with Religion of Sports to support a smooth and efficient
filming process. The shoot underscores the County’s appeal as
a production-ready destination for commercial, branded, and
= sports-related content.  With world-class
s locations, and streamlined permitting
S ‘ support, the region continues to attract high
. -profile campaigns that place The Palm
 Beaches in the national spotlight.

ley delivered high-energy, live entertainment
during Monday Night Football Halftime,
streaming live on X. Each episode blended
controlled chaos with precision production,
featuring bold performances, unpredictable mo-
ments, and a fast-moving format designed to
feel spontaneous while remaining broadcast-ready. Produced by
ASK Media Productions, based in Boynton Beach, the series
was executed as a full-scale live event. The production utilized
an eight-camera multicam switch transmitted directly from ASK
Media’s studio, supported by custom set design, lighting, live
switching, and seamless streaming execution.
“The challenge was creating something that
felt wild and unpredictable while maintaining
total technical control,” said Adam Kaplan,
| Producer of ASK Media. The successful run
e highlights the County’s ability to support inno-
B8 vative, large-scale live productions and the
strength of its local production community.

A recent commercial for Smith, Ball, £ TS A
Baez & Prather Injury Lawyers'
spotlighted more than the firm's
client-focused mission. Permitted by the
Palm Beach County Film & Television
Commission and produced by Vortex
Media, the shoot featured a range of
recognizable locations, including the 1916 Courthouse using
natural light and diverse settings of The Palm Beaches to
deliver a polished, high-energy spot. Adding a memorable
twist was Tank, the firm’'s 175-pound Neapolitan Mastiff.
From early planning, the law firm was committed to including
Tank in the story, and the Commission worked closely with the
team to accommodate the four-legged star. The finished
commercial blends strong branding, local scenery, and a
standout canine presence, reinforcing the County’s reputation
as a production and pet-friendly destination with personality.

NORTON’S HOLLYWOOD GEMS

The Norton Museum of Art concludes its Hollywood Gems:
A Classic Film Series this month with two screenings that
celebrate landmark moments in film history. The series invited
audiences to experience iconic films in a shared, theatrical
setting that honors how these stories were originally presented
on the big screen. The series recently wrapped with Rebecca on
Sunday, January 25. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock and based
on the novel by Daphne du Maurier, the Academy
Award-winning film stars Laurence Olivier and Joan Fontaine
in a haunting story of romance, memory, and psychological
suspense. The final screening takes place Sunday, February 22,
from 2 to 4 p.m. with Five Easy Pieces. Directed by Bob
Rafelson and starring Jack Nicholson, the film is a deﬂmng
work of the New Hollywood era, g
known for its raw performances |
and character-driven realism. | £
Screenings are included with |
museum admission and are free
for members. No registration is |~ Rebecca
required. : B | Lo i i ong

Equestrian season is back in The Palm Beaches. The Winter Equestrian Festival (WEF) at Wellington International runs through

March 29, 2026, offering more than $16 million in prize money and welcoming elite riders from around the globe. Spanning 13 weeks of
/ FEl-sanctioned competition, WEF remains one of the most influential equestrian circuits in the world. Running alongside
the festival is the Palm Beach International Polo Season at the National Polo Center in Wellington. From December
2025 through April 2026, top-ranked polo players compete in matches and tournaments, drawing international athletes
and fans. The season’s reach extends far beyond the field through The Palm Beaches TV, which showcases
equestrian and polo programming to national audiences, amplifying the region’s global visibility. According to the Palm
Beach County Sports Commission, the 2025 equestrian season generated $536.2 million of economic impact and
supported nearly 5,000 jobs, reinforcing Palm Beach County’s position as a premier destination for equestrian sport.
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FILM FLASHBACK: STRIP TEASE (1996)

Striptease starred Demi Moore alongside Burt Reynolds, Armand Assante, Ving Rhames, and Robert Patrick.
Moore’s performance placed her at the center of the story, and today the film is being reconsidered through a fresh lens
that acknowledges her presence and endurance within the narrative. While Striptease is known for its satire and
spectacle, its romantic elements appear in quieter moments. Erin and her daughters relationship centers the story, with
a storyline rooted in resolve. Several palm lined streets and waterfront properties were filmed in Boca Raton and
doubled as affluent coastal enclaves, using homes, canals, and roadways to establish a sense of order and privilege.
The water views and quiet exteriors created visual contrast with the film’s sharper interior scenes.

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT:
ROMANTIC SPOTS IN THE PALM BEACHES

February invites stories set at an unhurried pace, where
atmosphere carries as much weight as dialogue. Across Palm
Beach County, a number of film-friendly locations offer a
backdrop of romance.

@l Love Street along the Jupiter Inlet,
frames waterfront scenes with

\\ streetscape that includes a heart

\)shaped green lawn area. The

= towering palms against the coastal
scene lend a romantic vibe, especially at sunset with the
lighthouse in the distance.

Further south, Bryant Park in Lake ™

Worth Beach offers structure and a j

pop of color with its bougainvillea @

covered trellises. The bridge over the j§

waterway, fitness stations and open |

lawn create flexible staging for scenes

that call for conversation, reflection, or a lifestyle connection.

P A ~JIn the western communities, Royal

o . Palm Beach Commons Park in

Royal Palm Beach provides scale

without spectacle. Water features,

=== central clock, café angles and wide

S|ghtI|nes allow for composed shots

that feel well suited for romance. Find more romantic film-
friendly locations here.

EDUCATION CORNER: STUDENT SHOWCASE
OF FILMS DEADLINE EXTENDED!!

Great news for Florida’s student filmmakers, writers, and
digital media artists. The submission deadline for The Palm
Beaches Student Showcase of Films (SSOF) has been
extended by one week, giving students extra time to complete
and submit their projects. The new deadline to enter is Monday,
February 9, 2026. The competition remains completely free to
enter and is open to all Florida high school and college
students, including those who are homeschooled. Students may
submit projects in a wide range of categories, including feature
and short films, documentaries, music videos, animation,
screenwriting, commercial, environmental, and tourism PSAs.
More than $30,000 in cash, scholarships, and prizes will be
awarded this year. Palm Beach County high school seniors are
also eligible for the $5000 Burt Reynolds Scholarship, with
runners up considered for additional scholarships including the
Sara Fuller, Mel Maron, Gray Family, and Dr. B. Carleton
Bryant Scholarships.

Winners will be announced at the red-carpet awards show on
Friday, May 1, 2026, at the Maltz Jupiter Theatre, celebrating
the creativity and talent of students from across the state. For all
updates, submission guidelines, and entry details, visit

bfilm.com/SSOF.

Contributors: Afya Greene, Alberto Jordat, Angie Crocitto, Josh Hyber, Kelly King, Matt Mazzamaro and Whitney Woznick
To have your production included in this newsletter, please email marketing@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000
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THE PALM BEACHES

The Official Tourism Marketing Corporatio
for Palm Beach County
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Tourist Development Council

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Mayor Sara Baxter | Vice Mayor Marci Woodward

Commissioners Joel Flores | Bobby Powell | Maria Sachs | Gregg K. Weiss | Marci Woodward

County Administrator Joseph Abruzzo
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PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION

Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery | Director of Operations Alberto Jordat

Marketing Manager Whitney Woznick | Production Designer Kelly King

Senior Producer Matthew Mazzamaro | Social Media & Events Developer Josh Hyber
Production Coordinators Alexis Oteng-Amponsah | Ben Beeler

Administrative Assistant Angie Crocitto




