
   
    PALM ROYALE’S VINTAGE VIBES 

Blake Howard, a Palm Beach 
County local, recently stepped into 
the spotlight as the play-by-play 
announcer for WWE. Teaming with 
analyst Byron Saxton, Howard is the 
lead play-by-play for WWE Main 
Event and handles backstage 
interviews for NXT. He also hosts NXT and WWE live events.  
 
A Florida Atlantic University graduate, Howard’s journey to 
WWE is backed by years of experience as a commentator on 
the independent wrestling circuit, as well as in combat sports, 
football and basketball. His expertise and charisma are evident 
every Friday night on NXT Level Up, where his commentary 
adds energy and insight for wrestling fans. In February 2023, 
WWE revamped its commentary teams, bringing in Howard, 
formerly Blake Chadwick. From PBC to primetime, Howard’s 
journey is a testament for aspiring talent in The Palm Beaches.  

 The Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches, one of Palm 
Beach County’s most revered sporting events, returns Feb. 26-
March 2 to PGA National Resort’s The Champion golf course—
home of the infamous “Bear Trap.” As a premier PGA Tour event 
taking place in Florida’s Golf Capital that draws the world’s best 

golfers and hundreds of thousands of fans each year, the 
upcoming tournament field will vie for a $9.2M purse. With 
televised coverage on CBS, NBC and Golf Channel reaching 
over 300 million viewers globally, and available to over 25 
million subscribers on PGA TOUR LIVE on ESPN+, the 
tournament remains a fixture in professional golf and a key 
driver for tourism in The Palm Beaches. 
 

George Linley, Executive Director of the Palm Beach County Sports Commission is  
delighted to welcome back the Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches, noting “This PGA Tour 
event brings together thousands of spectators and visitors to the iconic PGA National Resort. 
The Classic is a truly fan-first event that creates the perfect environment for elite golf. [It] not 
only brings tremendous economic impact but also great media exposure to The Palm Beaches." 
Annually, the event contributes more than $65M to the local economy. Beyond its sporting 
excellence, the Cognizant Classic greatly supports philanthropy—
donating over $46M to charitable causes over the last 17 years.  The 
event elevates PBC as an international destination for televised 
sports production and adds to a list of seasonal events such as Major 
League Baseball spring training, The Golf League presented by 
SoFi, and the Delray Beach Open tennis tournament. 

The Golf League presented by SoFi, taking 
place at the SoFi Center in Palm Beach 
Gardens, debuted to a global audience in 
January, captivating audiences in 113 countries 
and territories. The primetime ESPN broadcast 
averaged 919,000 viewers, surpassing 
viewership of any LIV Golf broadcast on The CW Network in 
2023 and 2024 and outperformed the PGA Tour’s season opener 
on Golf Channel and NBC. "The Golf League puts The Palm 
Beaches at the forefront of innovation in sport and brings a 
plethora of opportunities to [the area] from increased tourism with 
television and media exposure. The inaugural TGL season will 
help reaffirm The Palm Beaches as an unrivaled golf destination," 
stated Palm Beach County Sports Commission Executive 
Director George Linley. TGL events run through March 18. Major 
networks airing TGL include Shinai Sports in China, BILD in 
Germany, Claro Brasil in Latin America, SuperSport in South 
Africa and beIN SPORTS Asia Pacific in Southeast Asia.  
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 The Palm Beach County Film & 
Television Commission assists El 
Living LLC in securing a permit to film a 
commercial for Ocean Bank. Production 
took place at Mizner Park in Boca Raton, 
as Ocean Bank celebrated the announcement of their newest 
branch in the County’s most southern city. “Palm Beach County 
has been a strong market for Ocean Bank, particularly in 
construction and development loans,” said President, Chairman, 
and CEO Agostinho Alfonso Macedo. The Boca branch marks 
the 24th for Ocean Bank, and the groundbreaking first location 
in Palm Beach County. Check out the commercial on Ocean 
Bank’s Instagram. The FTC is always proud to assist in the 
promotion of commerce and business expansion in The Palm 
Beaches and continues to assist local businesses in achieving 
their goals in creating broadcast and marketing materials. Learn 
about the perks of filming in PBC and resources available for 
your next production here.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

Commemorate Black History Month with a special PBTV NOW episode hosted by Theo Dorsey and explore important landmarks 
such as the Spady Cultural Heritage Museum and the Payne African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Chapel featured on Emmy-
nominated On the Town in The Palm Beaches with Frank Licari episodes “Black Voices Part 2” and “History and Culture.” To continue 

your journey, the Cultural Council for Palm Beach County invites everyone on a self-guided tour of African 
American historical sites in the area. The Palm Beach County Black Cultural Heritage Trail features the 
James Homestead and the First Jewell Post Office Marker in Lake Worth, the La France Apartments 
formerly The La France Hotel in Delray Beach, and Heart & Soul Park in West Palm Beach.  
Tour the online digital trail and watch The Palm Beaches TV on demand to learn more about the vital 
contributions of the African American community to Palm Beach County. 

The Adolph & Rose Levis JCC proudly 
presents the 2025 Judy Levis Krug Boca 
Raton Jewish Film Festival from Feb. 8-22 at 
the Movies of Delray. Now in its ninth year, 
Boca Raton’s original Jewish Film Festival 
features more than 30 Israeli and Jewish-
themed films, including feature films, shorts, 
documentaries and comedies from around the world. “I am so 
proud of our festival, which is a respected space for cultural 
enrichment and really excels at bringing our community together 
through the universal language of film,” says Evan Foster, 
manager of the festival. Foster continues, “We strive to spark 
meaningful conversations that deepen understanding and 
connection.” This two-week event offers attendees entertaining, 
inspiring, and thought-provoking stories, alongside opportunities 
to engage with filmmakers, producers, actors and directors during 
screenings and special events. The festival was featured on The 
Palm Beaches TV show On The Town in The Palm Beaches 
with Frank Licari’s “Around the World in The Palm Beaches.” 

 JUDY LEVIS KRUG FILM FESTIVAL RETURNS 

 The Cultural Council for Palm Beach County will be hosting 
a luxurious evening of stories about theater, books and music 
from cultural insiders on February 24 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. as 
part of their Culture & Cocktails at The Ben series.   
 

This event is part one of a two-part series that will feature a 
“Divine Dramatic Divas” panel with speakers including Maltz 
Jupiter Theatre’s Producing Artistic Director/Chief Executive 
Andrew Kato and guests Elizabeth Dimon, Angie Radosh and 

Karen Stephens.  
 

Kato also assists in 
the production of 
the Palm Beaches 
Student Showcase 
of Films, which will 

be held at the Maltz in April. The “Culture & Cocktails” series will 
conclude with an “Ultimate Musical Finale” event on April 14, 
featuring Rob Russell, Avery Sommers and other special guests. 
 

STORIES FROM CULTURAL INSIDERS  

 A CULTURAL JOURNEY THROUGH AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY IN THE PALM BEACHES  

     First Lady Melania Trump is the 
subject of a new documentary directed 
by Brett Ratner and distributed by 
Amazon’s Prime Video. Filmed in 
part throughout The Palm Beaches, 
production utilized the area’s film-
friendly locations. With a streamlined permitting process, expert 
location assistance and industry support, the FTC ensures 
smooth productions for projects of all sizes. This project, 
executive produced by Argentine filmmaker Fernando 
Sulichin, promises an “unprecedented behind-the-scenes look” 
at her life and is set to deliver a “truly unique story,” according 
to a statement from Amazon. Filming began in December 2024, 
with the Amazon securing exclusive rights for streaming and 
theatrical release. Palm Beach County’s inclusion highlights its 
appeal as a production hub for high-profile projects, further 
solidifying its reputation in the global film industry. Keep an eye 
out for the release and learn more about the FTC’s one-stop 
permitting process here. 

MELANIA TRUMP DOC FILMS IN PBC 

OCEAN BANK FILMS COMMERCIAL IN BOCA 
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Celebrate the community and hometown culture of Palm Beach County in On the Town in The Palm Beaches 
with Frank Licari’s latest episode – “Living in The Palm Beaches!” Now available on demand via The Palm 
Beaches TV, this installment highlights vibrant neighborhoods, local hotspots, and fascinating stories that showcase 
why life in The Palm Beaches is so extraordinary. Frank Licari explores the Wellington Aero Club’s private 
aeronautical society and enjoys wellness-inspired bites at Taylor Made Café. Then, it’s onto Norman Love 
Confections for some exquisite chocolates, along with a funky fish pedicure at WTFish Lounge in Delray Beach. 
Sample frog legs and gator tail at the family-owned Gators Shack in Loxahatchee, take a stroll with Girls Who 
Walk, learn about the transformation of the City of Boca Raton at Schmidt Boca Raton History Museum, and discover the beginnings 
of the County’s newest city, Westlake. Stream this episode, past seasons of On The Town, and more, 24/7 at ThePalmBeaches.TV! 

 WATCH ON THE TOWN’S LATEST “LIVING IN THE PALM BEACHES” EPISODE ON DEMAND 

FOCUS ON FILM 

 SASIFF OPENING NIGHT STARRING LIZA 

    The Palm Beach County Film and Television 
Commission joined in support of opening night 
festivities of the Donald M. Ephraim Sun & Stars 
International Film Festival (which ran Jan. 23—
Feb. 2), presented by MorseLife at the Raymond 
F. Kravis Center for the Performing Arts. 

 
The evening began with a 
cocktail reception in the 
Cohen Pavilion, followed by a 
full screening of LIZA: A Truly 
Terrific Absolutely True 

Story in the Rinker Playhouse. Speakers included festival co-
chairs Donald M. Ephraim and Terri Sriberg, as well as a Q&A 
session with artistic director Barbara Scharres and the film’s 
director Bruce David Klein. The opening event launched 
SASIFF’s third season, which offered 11 days of memorable 
moments that included 27 screenings. Learn about local and 
statewide film festivals on the FTC’s website.  

NEW WILD IN THE PALM BEACHES TOUR 

   The Palm Beaches TV NOW collaborates with Loggerhead 
Marinelife Center, Busch Wildlife Sanctuary and Manatee 
Lagoon to promote the upcoming “Wild in The Palm 
Beaches” bus tour coming this spring. 
 
The limited time tour kicks 
off March 2 and will bring 
attendees to stunning 
natural landscapes and 
wildlife conservation initiatives throughout Palm Beach 
County. Tailored for adults and families, the action-packed 
half-day experience enables participants to experience three of 
the area's most treasured wildlife sanctuaries to create 
moments through immersive activities while learning about the 
efforts of each organization. Learn more in the special guest-
hosted edition of PBTV NOW airing Tuesday, Feb. 25 at noon. 
and visit www.marinelife.org/wild to book your tickets. 

 The Palm Beach North Chamber of 
Commerce honors the 40th anniversary of 
the ArtiGras Fine Arts Festival Feb. 15-16 
at Palm Beach Gardens North County 
District Park. What began as a local event 
has flourished into a nationally acclaimed 
festival, highlighting fine art, live entertain-
ment and dynamic culture. A variety of entertainment is availa-
ble throughout The Gardens Mall Main Stage, Sysco Chef 
Showcase and ArtiGras Podcast Artists Demonstration 
Studio. The 2025 festival is expected to feature 300 artists. 
This milestone year honors four decades of artistic excellence 
while introducing new features and immersive experiences. The 
Amazon ArtiKids Zone will give children of all ages an oppor-
tunity to “Find their Artist Within.” Kids and families can create 
DIY hats, get their faces painted and participate in games. Dis-
cover details about the artist lineup at artigras.org/2025-artists. 

 ARTIGRAS CELEBRATES FOUR DECADES 

       The Delray Beach Open - with 2025 
marking its 33rd year, will captivate tennis 
fans from Feb. 7-16 at the Delray Beach Ten-
nis Center. This premier stop on the global 
ATP Tour draws over 60,000 fans annually 
and reaches TV audiences in more than 50 countries, showcas-
ing world-class tennis over 10 days. In addition to the on-court 
action, the Delray Beach Open Food & Wine Series enhances 
the tournament experience with 11 tasting events, blending 
sports and culinary excellence for attendees. The event’s broad-
cast exposure highlights its prestige in the international tennis 
arena. The Delray Beach Open has also made its mark on The 
Palm Beaches TV, appearing in Passport to The Palm Beach-

es’ “Come to Play” and On the Town in 
The Palm Beaches with Frank Licari’s 
“The Perfect Week of Sports.” These 
features further spotlight the tourna-
ment’s unique appeal and Palm Beach 
County's vibrant sports culture. 

33 YEARS OF TENNIS IN DELRAY BEACH 
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 

Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery | Director of Operations Alberto Jordat  
Marketing Manager Brianna Canfield | Production Manager Michael Applebaum  

Production Designer Kelly King | Social Media & Events Developer Josh Hyber  
Senior Producer Matthew Mazzamaro | Senior Production Coordinator Brandon Perry  

Production Coordinator Alexis Oteng-Amponsah | Administrative Assistant Angie Crocitto 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Mayor Maria G. Marino | Vice Mayor Sara Baxter  
Commissioners Sara Baxter | Joel Flores | Bobby Powell | Gregg K. Weiss | Marci Woodward  
County Administrator Verdenia Baker  

 

Contributors: Angie Crocitto, Afya Greene, Josh Hyber, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King, Matthew Mazzamaro, Brianna Canfield, Brandon Perry   

To have your production included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000 

  With diverse landscapes and stunning coastal views, The Palm 
Beaches delivers production-ready romance in every frame.  
 

The Eshleman Pavilion in Boca Raton served as a gazebo before 
being relocated to South Inlet Park. Its 
journey from the grounds of a Mizner-
designed hotel to its tranquil home on the 
ocean adds a layer of history and 
sophistication to any scene. 

 

Veterans Park in Delray Beach offers 
Intracoastal Waterway views making it ideal 
for a romantic stroll with nearby access to a 
lively nightlife on Atlantic Avenue with 
twinkling lights, shops and al fresco dining. 
 

Overlooking the Atlantic Ocean, the two-story 
Lake Worth Beach and Casino Building’s 
upper-level balcony and terrace combine 
stucco walls and terracotta roofing, and 
exudes old world charm. The popular wedding 
venue combines vintage vibes with coastal beauty and unmatched 
sweeping views. 

 

It might not get more romantic than Love 
Street in Jupiter, a popular spot for taking in 
the picturesque views and spectacular 
sunsets with over-the-water proximity to the 
Jupiter Lighthouse. With the waterway 

traffic in the Jupiter Inlet, romance is bound to bloom in this iconic 
hotspot. Search for more romantic backdrops here.  

 

     From the writing, to direction, to character arcs, and performances by William Hurt, Kathleen Turner, Ted Danson 
and Mickey Rourke, Body Heat is one of the finest examples of film noir ever made. Despite being filmed during a cold 
snap in Palm Beach County, the film captures a steamy summer mix of passion, betrayal and murder. Locals will 
recognize the City of Lake Worth Beach City Hall dressed as Miranda Beach City Hall. Character Ned Racine’s office 
scenes were filmed at 811 Lake Avenue and a vacant store was dressed as Stella’s Diner. An initial box office success of 
$24M on a $7M budget, along with the atmospheric use of the Sunshine State, inspired filmmakers to consider Florida 
as more than just a vacation destination and propelled Florida-born Laurence Kasdan’s career from writer to director.  

     Submissions for the 30th Annual 
Palm Beaches Student Showcase of 
Films (SSOF) will officially close on 
Feb. 5, marking the start of the judging 
process! Over 50 judges have been 
secured, some of which include 
Grammy-nominated song writer Elsten 
Torres, executive producer of Netflix’s 
It’s Bruno! Molly Conners, the iconic rapper, actor, and TV Host  
Vanilla Ice; and the director/producer of the locally filmed rom-
com Christmas Overtime, Ann Fishman. 
 

In celebration of its 30th anniversary, the SSOF will award more 
than $30,000 in scholarships and prizes across all categories. To 
date, over $4.5 million has been awarded to Florida students 
through this unique educational outreach program, making it the 
most impactful student film festival in the state.  
 

The Maltz Jupiter Theatre will host SSOF on Friday, April 25, 
2025, for the live awards show, where finalists and winners will 
have their projects recognized. The red carpet rolls out at 9:30 
a.m., followed by the award show at 10:30 a.m. This year, the 
showcase will embody a beyond-the-spotlight, ”Where Are They 
Now” theme, highlighting SSOF alumni and their achievements. 
 

For more information on The Palm Beaches Student Showcase 
of Films, visit pbfilm.com/ssof. Stay up-to-date by visiting SSOF 
on Facebook @StudentShowcaseOfFilms, on Instagram 
@StudentFilmsFL and on X @StudentFilmsFL. 

EDUCATION CORNER  
SSOF IS CLOSED FOR ENTRIES 

FILM FLASHBACK — BODY HEAT 

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT 
ROMANTIC BACKDROPS 


