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HORSES JUMPING ACROSS SCREENS EVERYWHERE
The season of ponies with pomp and circumstance has descended upon
Wellington, located in the heart of The Palm Beaches. The Winter Equestrian
Festival (WEF) has once again returned to the Palm
Beach International Equestrian Center (PBIEC). The
2021 edition brings an expanded schedule of
equestrian events through Sunday, April 4. Not only is
WEF the largest annual sporting event in Palm Beach County, but it is
also the longest-running equestrian event in the world, attracting both
national and international athletes. Because of the pandemic, many
events in Europe were cancelled. With the rescheduling of the 2020
Tokyo Olympics, many international countries will use WEF as their
Olympic selection trials.
Equestrian Sport Productions (ESP) is offering fully
produced live streams for Saturday Night Lights, grand
prix classes, and other major events free of charge for
people watching from home. ESP President Michael
Stone shared, “We are going to work with Olympic and
World Equestrian Games announcer Steven Wilde to
make it a full presentation with interviews and more to make the live stream fun and
interesting to watch.” Wellington Equestrian Partners and the Village of
Wellington will also co-sponsor equestrian events to broadcast on Channel 18 on
Comcast and Channel 99 on AT&T. Due to health and safety concerns surrounding
the pandemic, spectators and general public are not allowed at PBIEC, but ESP looks forward to
welcoming the community and equestrian fans back in 2022. For more, visit pbiec.coth.com.

SHARKS AND RAYS ON DISPLAY
The Palm Beaches are featured in
an upcoming episode of South
Florida PBS’ marine science series
Changing Seas. The program
explores the impact of shore-based
catch and release fishing on sharks Close Encounters with Manta Rays
and manta rays in Florida. Scientists
with the local nonprofits American Shark Conservancy and the
Marine Megafauna Foundation’s Florida Manta Project are
collaborating with anglers to learn more about Florida’s coastal
sharks and rays, understand recreational fishing impacts, and
help educate the public on best
practices. What effect is shore-based
fishing having on endangered shark
and ray populations? How are anglers
helping to protect these species? Learn
more in the brand-new episode out this
summer, and visit Changingseas.tv to
stream all 13 seasons!

TAYLORMADE FOR PERFECTION
Seeking an “anywhere USA” idyllic
suburban backdrop, TaylorMade golf
products found the perfect setting in the
picturesque Abacoa neighborhood in
Jupiter for their latest ad campaign.
Showcasing their highly anticipated
SIM2 driver, the commercial features golf legends like Tiger
Woods and Rory McIlroy along with hobbyists practicing their
sport at dawn, in the rain and in the heat with the #BeyondDriven
slogan. Abacoa’s colorful sunrises and white picket fences get a
cameo in the national commercial airing as the 2021 PGA Tour
kicks off. While the company is based out of California,
TaylorMade finds itself on Florida’s
shores for commercial productions when
seeking golf’s top talent (many of which
are PBC residents), ideal weather
conditions, and some of the best courses
in the world in Florida's Golf Capital®.
Tiger in TaylorMade Commercial See more at taylormadegolf.com.

FOCUS ON FILM
PLASTI-POCALYPSE
Coming off a recent win at the 44th
Annual Suncoast Regional Emmy
Awards for WLRN’s Troubled Waters:
A Turtle’s Tale, documentary
filmmaker Rory Fielding is in
production on a new project titled Plasti-Pocalypse. In
collaboration with the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center (GLNC) in
Boca Raton, the documentary focuses on plastic pollution and
its effects on our oceans, animals and humans. “It wasn’t easy
filming endangered sea turtles for Troubled Waters, now I’m
crazy enough to try it again! These projects wouldn’t be possible
without the help of local experts like those at the GLNC, and it’s
an honor to showcase the important work that they do,” said
Rory. Plasti-Pocalypse is set for distribution on South Florida
PBS, and is funded by grants and
individual donations. Support the effort
at roryfieldingfilms.com.

NEW YEAR, NEW PETS
As the clock struck midnight on
New Year’s Eve, Stephanie Redding of
Royal Palm Beach signed adoption
papers at Loxahatchee’s Big Dog
Ranch Rescue, becoming the first
person in Palm Beach County to adopt a pet in the new year.
The adoption event got a big boost when local resident and
reporter Randi Kaye broadcast live from the shelter three times
during CNN’s New Year’s Eve Live event, which was hosted by
anchor Anderson Cooper and Bravo network host/producer
Andy Cohen. The fun-filled furry event was part of a
collaboration between CNN and Big Dog
Ranch Rescue, the largest no-kill shelter
in the country. Globally, CNN
International is the most widely distributed
news channel, reaching over 402 million
Randi Kaye with pup Gatsby households. See more at bdrr.org.

ANTICIPATING THE HONDA CLASSIC
The Honda Classic is coming
back to The Palm Beaches for a
re-imagined event that’ll once
again welcome spectators to the PGA National Resort & Spa
in Palm Beach Gardens from March 15-21, But first, NBC’s
Golf Channel relived the excitement from last year when
Sungjae Im won in thrilling fashion during a recent repeat
broadcast. Millions of golf enthusiasts tuned in for 2020’s live
televised coverage and more than 200,000 fans were in
attendance, breaking the attendance barrier for the fifth
consecutive year, just before the pandemic hit. This year’s
attendance will be limited, which means TV ratings are
expected to be much higher than previous years. Kenneth
Kennerly, Executive Director of
the Honda Classic, assured
fans that they are doing
“everything possible to make
sure The Honda Classic will be
a great experience.” See more
PGA National Resort & Spa
at thehondaclassic.com.

INFLUENCER TURNED ADVENTURER
A kayak tour along the Wild and
Scenic Loxahatchee River led by
Jupiter Outdoor Center (JOC)
guides was recently captured by
Colombian travel influencer Juanes
Velez. With about 315,000 followers
Kayaking the Loxahatchee
on Instagram, Velez blogs regularly
from destinations around the world. Velez’s adventure in
Riverbend Park in Jupiter included a bicycle trip to Cowpen
Lake and his first attempt at stand-up paddle boarding. “Juanes
caught on right away. He was amazed at the beauty. He took
lots of photos and video,” said JOC’s Candace Buddemeier. The
tour was set up through Brianna Barnebee, senior public
relations account executive for VISIT FLORIDA. Juanes also
visited other outdoor and wildlife-focused spots in Palm Beach
County. “He has a large following and is an up-and-coming travel
influencer with audiences in both Mexico and Colombia,” said
Brianna. See more about local experiences offered by the JOC
at jupiteroutdoorcenter.com.

PBTV FACEBOOK WATCH PARTY NEARS A HALF MILLION VIEWS
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Audience numbers are growing for The Palm Beaches TV’s Facebook Watch Party
series. What began in the summer of 2020 has evolved into a weekly event with a
cumulative viewing audience of nearly a half million. The Facebook Watch Party series
offers abbreviated content and clips from many of the programs that air on The Palm
Beaches TV channel. February episodes will feature a visit to
the eclectic and artsy community of Lake Worth Beach via
South Florida PBS’ signature series On the Town in The Palm Beaches. Other episodes will highlight
Birding Adventures and the fishing series Hooked on The Palm Beaches. The fun happens each Tuesday
at noon EST on The Palm Beach County Film and Television Commission’s Facebook page. Join the party
at facebook.com/FreePermits.

FOCUS ON FILM
SCREEN ON THE GREEN
West Palm Beach is back in
action with a slate of public
events for residents and visitors
alike to enjoy. The West Palm
Beach GreenMarket, Clematis by
Night, Sunday on the Waterfront, and Screen on the Green will
all be offered starting February 2021. Screen on the Green
transforms the Meyer Amphitheatre into a theater under the
stars, with family-friendly movies featuring
both classic films and newer flicks while
overlooking spectacular waterfront views.
Provisions are in place to address health
and safety amidst ongoing concerns over
COVID-19, including designated “pods” to
help guests social distance. Star Wars: The
Rise of Skywalker will be shown on
February 12, followed by Hook on March
Rise of Skywalker
12. See more at wpb.org/events.

AWARDING FOOTBALL EXCELLENCE
The 2020 Lou Groza Award
show was held virtually last month
and was broadcast nationally by
ESPN. More than 11 million college football fans tuned in for the
show, generating more than a half-million dollars in national TV
publicity and $35M in online and print media value. The annual
event, which has become one of the most
prestigious college football awards, was
established in 1992 by the Palm Beach County
Sports Commission and is presented to the
nation’s top collegiate place-kicker. The event
also celebrates local high-school football
programs in Palm Beach
County through three distinct awards: the Sam
Budnyk Coach of the Year Award; the Palm
Beach County Place-Kicker of the Year Award;
and the Palm Beach County Player of the Year
Award. To learn more about the Lou Groza
Award and for a list of previous years’ winners,
visit lougrozaaward.com.

WATCH 50+ FILMS FROM HOME
The Adolph & Rose Levis Jewish Community Center’s Sandler Center presents its
2021 Virtual Judy Levis Krug Boca Raton
Jewish Film Festival (BRJFF). The virtual
festival will run till May 16, featuring Jewishthemed films from around the world ranging
from historical dramas to documentaries. Special to this year’s virtual festival are 24 insightful webinars with filmmakers, cast members, and community
lecturers. These webinars are free to the public and will be
accessible until the end of the festival. "Our strong relationship
with the film industry has allowed us to present patrons with a
high-quality lineup of films and speakers year after year, in turn,
we are able to continue to inspire, educate and connect with
our community," said Lesley Rich, BRJFF Program
and Production Director.
See more at bocajff.org.

RIFF RAFF IN RIVERBEND
Hip-hop artist RiFF RAFF got
the VIP treatment while filming a
music video for his latest hit,
Million Dollar Mullet, at
Riverbend Park. A South Florida
resident, RiFF RAFF was looking On Location in Riverbend Park
for the perfect location close to home and found the lush green
backdrops of Riverbend fit the bill. The production team was
able to permit an isolated section of the expansive park where
they could film scenes with dirt bikes, ATVs and even a flame
bar, safely distant from parkgoers with PBC Fire Rescue onsite.
The Palm Beach County Parks & Recreation Department
made it all possible after an initial location request followed by a
technical scout, making RiFF RAFF’s million-dollar vision a
reality. Speaking of millions, the
video currently has over 1.2 million
views on YouTube. Watch the full
video at youtube.com/watch?
v=53Rn1c4dCKg.

SELLING SNACKS TO SHARKS
A Boynton Beach couple pitched their business idea for a special snack to ABC’s panel of TV sharks.
Jennifer and Michael Gallagher are the co-founders of His and Her Bar, a unique product billed as “the
world’s first aphrodisiac bar.” The snack-bar-with-a-twist, made with chocolate, dates, and a variety of nuts,
contains maca root. The Gallaghers explained that maca is a “Peruvian natural Viagra,” and introduced their tasty invention on Shark Tank. The episode aired last month,
reaching millions of viewers during prime-time television. The couple admits their
snack does not provide “instant gratification,” but believes it’s a “healthy lifestyle product that boosts libido naturally.” Prior to becoming entrepreneurs, Michael served as a Palm Beach County firefighter and Jennifer worked
as an advertising sales and marketing professional. To learn more, visit hisandherbar.com.
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FOCUS ON FILM
FLASHBACK FEATURE: CADDYSHACK
Caddyshack, released in July 1980, was filmed throughout South Florida, including Palm Beach County. Starring iconic
comedians Chevy Chase, Bill Murray, Rodney Dangerfield and Ted Knight, the film follows an ambitious caddie (Michael
O'Keefe) who seeks to gain the favor of a stodgy judge (Knight) in charge of the caddie scholarship program at the fictitious
Bushwood Country Club. With a budget of $6 million, first-time director Harold Ramis along with the talented cast and crew
set up shop in South Florida over the course of 11 weeks in the fall of 1979 to hit the links. The Fourth of July dinner party
scene took place at the Boca Raton Resort & Club. See more about the cult classic at en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caddyshack.

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT
IMPROVEMENTS IN WEST PALM BEACH
The downtown district of West
Palm Beach offers exciting new
angles, now that several improvement
projects have been completed. Historic
Clematis Street is a very popular Curb-less Clematis Street
filming destination with a mix of
restaurants and retail, and has been transformed to create a
more enjoyable walking and biking experience with wider
sidewalks and more shade trees. Even the alleys on both sides
of the street have been improved with water, sewage and
drainage projects that cleaned up the appearance of the alleys.
The tri-color brick paver roadway that
cuts through Rosemary Square feels
very French and gives the space a
European look, which is a bonus for
productions that want the look without
Cheats as European
the hassle of international travel.
Modern updates to the lighting and a reimagined fountain create
striking backdrops for fashion photography and scene work that
calls for an exciting backdrop.
The Kravis Center for Performing
Arts has completed improvements in
and around the property with a new
parking garage, a larger lobby that
opens onto the pedestrian-friendly
Kravis Center Plaza
plaza with a striking red sculpture that
is unique and functions as curved outdoor seating. The water
fountain was reimagined and offers the sound of flowing water
as well as a curved wall. For more information about filming in
The Palm Beaches, please visit pbfilm.com.

EDUCATION CORNER
PBAU LAUNCHES NEW COLLEGE OF ARTS
Located on the picturesque
Flagler Drive waterfront in West Palm
Beach, Palm Beach Atlantic
University’s (PBAU) highly acclaimed
School of Communication & Media
is home to an array of programs that
have produced celebrated performers, broadcasters, writers,
directors and advertising and public relations professionals.
These award-winning programs cover a range of dynamic and
interesting areas within the fields of communication and media.
Whether students are moving toward
a career on Broadway, making
movies, writing for print or media or
developing an ad campaign, PBAU
prepares them to make their mark
on the world. Recently, PBAU joined
the forces of the School of Communication & Media with their
School of Music & Fine Arts creating the College of the Arts,
starting in the Fall of 2021. “The melding of these two Schools
will provide many interdisciplinary opportunities, optimizing
synergies and efficiencies to further leverage the Arts at PBAU
and in our community,” commented
Jason Lester, Acting Dean, School of
Communication & Media at PBAU.
“The College of the Arts will now
include Cinema, Communication,
Dance, Digital Media, Gaming,
Graphic Design, Journalism, Music, Public Relations, Sports
Broadcasting, Theatre, and Visual Art.” To learn more about
PBAU’s exciting Arts programs, visit pba.edu/academics/schools/
communication-media.
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