
    The state’s chief marketing and legislative advocate for 
Florida’s entertainment production industry just wrapped a 
series of meetings with lawmakers in Tallahassee. Last 
month, a delegation of Film Florida members passionately 
engaged legislators, championing to preserve the industry’s 
sales tax exemption and charting a visionary course for 
Florida’s film future. Meanwhile, Film Florida launched 
Season 6 of its podcast, amplifying the voices and tales shaping our multibillion-dollar industry. 
“Florida is open for business and Film Florida ensures our stories are told, securing a strong and 
relevant industry,” asserts John Lux, Film Florida’s Executive Director and podcast host.   
 

Later this month, Film Florida hosts its quarterly meeting in Downtown 
Orlando (December 14 –15) in conjunction with Women in Film & 
Television Florida’s “Jingle Mingle,” an industry networking event 
where proceeds benefit WIFT-FL’s future scholarship and grant 
programs. For those who cannot attend the Film Florida meetings in 
person, Zoom will be available. In the New Year, Film Florida will be 
participating in NATPE Global - which is once again returning to 
Miami, and the Realscreen Summit in New Orleans.  
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This year, SuperCar Week revs 
into town January 6 to 14, 2024, 
celebrating 14 years of the nine-day 
auto enthusiast spectacle. Attracting 
over 100,000 attendees worldwide, 
this event has become the largest of 
its kind in Palm Beach County, bringing together car 
aficionados from all over the globe. The action-packed schedule 
includes the SuperCar Horsepower Show on January 7 at the 
International Polo Club in Wellington, and an exclusive 
SuperCar team meet-and-greet on January 10 at 1000 North in 
Jupiter. The waterfront grand finale on January 14 along Flagler 
Drive promises a thrilling conclusion to this yearly tradition.  
Visit supercarweek.com to learn more about this event, including 

additional details and how to purchase 
tickets, and get ready to gear up for an 
exciting world-class automotive 
extravaganza in The Palm Beaches. 

COUNTDOWN TO THE BOCA RATON BOWL 

    It’s beginning to look a lot like Bowl season in The Palm 
Beaches! The 10th annual RoofClaim.com Boca Raton Bowl will 
be played on Thursday, December 21 at 8 p.m., at the FAU 

Stadium on the campus of Florida Atlantic 
University in Boca Raton. The game will be 
televised nationally on ESPN, and around the 
world via the cable sports channel’s selection 
of international networks. Locally, fans can 

also tune in to ESPN Radio (106.3FM).  
 

Teams competing in the tenth edition of this 
postseason classic will be announced later in 
the month. Meanwhile, the festivities kick off 
the night before, December 20 at 6 p.m., with 
a dual team pep rally at Mizner Park 
Amphitheater, where the public is invited to join in on all the pre-
game fun that’ll include team bands, dancers, and cheerleaders. 
Admission is free! For a full schedule of events, bowl news, or to 
purchase tickets, visit roofclaimbocaratonbowl.com.  

Friday, December 8 at 9:30 a.m. 
CHARACTER VOICE RECORDING  

Registration is free but required to attend. 

SUPERCAR WEEK’S FAST TRACK TO PBC 

The upcoming TGL Season, as reported in November’s Focus on Film, has been postponed until 2025.  
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 The Annual Kristallnacht Film Forum (KFF) in Boca 
Raton honored Holocaust survivors on its 22nd anniversary with 
a screening of The Wild One, a story that profiles legendary 
director, writer, producer and Holocaust survivor, Jack Garfein, 
and how his experiences “shaped his vision of acting as a 
survival mechanism and propelled his engagement with themes 
of violence, power, and racism in postwar America.” The event 
was hosted through a partnership between The March of the 
Living Southern Region and the Jewish Federation of South 
Palm Beach County, promoting Holocaust education and 
awareness. 

 

KFF also raises scholarship funds to help local 
students participate in a two-week international 
educational program about Holocaust history. 
Following the screening there was a reception to 
honor Holocaust survivor Mary Eckstein for her 
achievements working with and educating 
teens. Please click here for additional details. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

KRISTALLNACHT FILM FORUM 

 Day Tripping in The Palm Beaches, the latest tourism-branded lifestyle series sponsored by the Palm Beach County Film and 
Television Commission and produced by Jetsetter Films, offers a refreshing exploration of Palm Beach 
County through hassle-free and sustainable travel methods. Hosted by Cindy Hing, the show unveils entertaining 
one-day itineraries that showcase restaurants, activities and attractions accessible via transportation systems such 
as rail, bike, rideshare, trolley, boat, air, or foot.  Cindy shares, "What I'm personally most excited about is working 
with the people of Palm Beach County -- I've been receiving a lot of love and support from the community. I can't 
wait to spotlight the amazing local adventures that are possible on any given day." As part of The Palm Beaches 
TV's 30 new hours of original family-friendly programming, the series accentuates diverse destinations creating 
welcoming and inclusive environments for everyone. Visit ThePalmBeaches.TV to learn more and mark your 
calendars for the premiere of Day Tripping in The Palm Beaches in Spring 2024! 

 Local filmmaker Greg James Blount re-
cently earned recognition with three projects 
receiving nominations for the 2023 Best 
Shorts Competition, an international film 
festival for high quality shorts and new media. 
Blount’s projects, predominantly filmed against the backdrop of 
Palm Beach County, are set to be judged at the 13th annual 
competition in La Jolla, California, on December 18.  

 

The Palm Beach County Film and Tele-
vision Commission was honored to assist 
in issuing a permit for filming activity at 
Aqua Crest Pool in Delray for Space 
Transports, while Blount's use of local 

studios, such as G-Star School of the Arts, further under-
scored his passion for keeping production in the PBC commu-
nity. The recognition garnered by Blount's projects gives a 
much-deserved nod to the thriving cinematic landscape in 
South Florida. As the 2023 Best Shorts Competition ap-
proaches, the FTC congratulates Blount on his achievements, 
dedication and contribution to the industry. 

 LOCAL FILMMAKER’S SHORTS NOMINATED PBI RANKED AMONG BEST IN THE NATION 

    Palm Beach International Airport 
(PBI) has been named fourth best airport in 
the United States by Condé Nest 
Traveler, after over half a million people 
voted in the Readers’ Choice Awards.  
 

From short lines and ease of getting in and 
out, to an on-site spa and a putting green, 
there’s nothing not to love about this 
airport. Being mid-sized means long lines 

are rare most days, making business travel even more stress 
free. With a multitude of filming locations in 
the County, PBI is centrally located and 
serves as a perfect location for travel to and 
from. The airport is also film-friendly, making 
it a great option for travel-related scenes. 90-Day Fiancé is one 
example that was recently filmed in front of the baggage claim 
and departure areas. For more information on filming in The 
Palm Beaches, visit our website.  

  The 2nd annual Subculture Film Festival is 
a wrap after kicking off opening night at The 
Norton Museum of Art and hosting two days 
of films at Afflux Studios. The festival 
showcased over 60 films from local, national, 
and international filmmakers and featured 
industry panels, workshops, live music, and 
food vendors.  
 

Palm Beach County Film Commissioner, 
Michelle Hillery led the “Women in Film” 
panel discussion, speaking with a group of 
women in the industry who shared their 
experiences and advice for up-and-coming 

filmmakers. The PBC Film and Television Commission’s Director 
of Operations, Alberto Jordat, hosted a permitting and 
locations workshop. Check out other local film festivals here.  

SUBCULTURE FILM FESTIVAL WRAP 

 TAKE A DAY TRIP AROUND PALM BEACH COUNTY 
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 Attention outdoor enthusiasts! An exciting new series on The Palm Beaches TV will feature one of the nation's prem-
ier parks and recreation departments. The award-winning Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation Department, 
hailed as the best in Florida, manages more than 110 parks and recreational facilities spanning over 8,000 acres.  
Host Donnell McCant acts as a tour guide for viewers, venturing around PBC's natural playgrounds while showing the 
diverse sports, fitness, environmental and cultural options. McCant also introduces viewers to calming green spaces 
perfect for moments of reflection. Producer Jeff Aderman says, “It’s great to see how the parks in The Palm Beaches 
bring the community together by offering recreation for all ages and abilities.” Upcoming episodes highlight beaches, 
boating, nature centers, hiking trails, waterparks, fishing, athletic facilities, historic heritage parks, and golf courses. 
Catch Parks in The Palm Beaches, debuting Spring 2024 on Destination America and then The Palm Beaches TV.  

 GET OUTDOORS WITH PARKS IN THE PALM BEACHES 

 The Society of the Four Arts offers a dynamic lineup of 
cultural programming, including art exhibitions, speakers, 
concerts, educational programs, as well as a carefully curated 
“Friday Film Series.” Featuring documentaries, independent, 
second run, and notable films, with six special screenings 
paired with live, post-film discussions.   
 

The series has a broad range of offerings, with December’s 
calendar showcasing Empire of Light on Dec. 1 (followed by 

Q&A with producer Katie Carpenter), 
C h a s i n g  t h e  T h u n d e r  a n 
environmental film, on Dec. 8, and 
Delicious – a French film with English 
subtitles, on Dec. 15.  
 

The “Friday Film Series” takes place in the 
beautiful Walter S. Gubelmann Auditorium. 
Tickets are $10 in advance or at the door 30 
minutes before each show. To view this 
season’s brochure of HD Screenings & Films, 
click here. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

FRIDAY FILM SERIES AT THE FOUR ARTS 

A SLAM DUNK FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY 

Palm Beach County takes center court in a recent episode of 
VH1’s popular reality series, Basketball Wives. The episode 
featured the array of entertainment, culinary, and recreational 
options found throughout The Palm Beaches, encouraging 
viewers to explore the destination beyond the screen.  

 
The collaboration between the produc-
tion team and the local community 
seamlessly integrates the County's stun-
ning views into the fabric of the show, 

from beautiful beaches to upscale restaurants and more. The 
eye-catching on-location backdrops enhances the series’ pro-
duction value while also showcasing Palm Beach County as a 
world-class filming destination for film and television production.  
 

Audiences can anticipate dramatic storylines that explore the 
complexities of family life within the world of professional basket-
ball. Watch episodes and find out more about the series, here.  

CELEBRITY EVENTS IN PALM BEACH 

      Gwyneth Paltrow visited The Colony 
Hotel in Palm Beach for a celebratory dinner 
with hotel owner Sarah Wetenhall and friends 
to showcase her new “Paris-meets-Palm 
Beach” inspired Goop villa. Paltrow was joined 
by family members, such as her uncle, himself a Palm Beacher, 
who delivered a heartfelt toast to his niece.  
Gwyneth Paltrow said she has “always dreamed of having a 
Goop residence where guests could immerse themselves into 
luxurious clean beauty.”        
Also happening in The Palm Beaches, 
Hilary and Wilbur Ross threw a launch 
party in honor of Brett Baier’s new book, To 
Rescue the Constitution: George Washington 
and the Fragile American Experiment.  
Baier was joined by his Palm Beach neighbors and friends as 
his book debuted in stores across the nation.  

Boarderie, a West Palm Beach-
based business renowned for its 
appearance on ABC's Shark Tank, 
recently clinched a Guinness World 
Record for the "world's largest 
charcuterie board."  Weighing an impressive 769 pounds, this 
artisanal spread surpassed the previous record. Measuring 20 
feet by 14 feet, the board, a replica 169 times larger than the 
company’s Classic Arte Cheese & Charcuterie Board, reflects 
the company's commitment to crafting extraordinary culinary 
experiences. Co-founder and co-CEO Aaron Menitoff expressed 
gratitude to his team and highlighted the brand's meteoric rise. 
Boarderie's previous stint on Shark Tank, where investor Lori 
Greiner chose to invest, adds to the company's success story. 

Following the record-breaking event 
at the Colony Hotel, the generous 
donation of food to The Lord’s 
Place underscored Boarderie's 
commitment to the local community.  

 SHARK TANK ALUM SETS WORLD RECORD 
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     For its gripping opening sequence, 
Baywatch producers filmed the kitesurfer 
scene at South Inlet Park while party 
and beach scenes took place at The 
Boca Raton. The films’ art department 
brought in their own lifeguard stands for continuity, which made 
the locations hard to pinpoint -- but we’re here to sort it all out! 

 

Bad Boys 2 earned the title of most 
expensive pyrotechnic detonation in 
film history when the SFX crew blew up 
a Delray Beach mansion. Due to a 
kidnapping attempt, the real-life owners 

had abandoned the property, and it was reduced to a pile of 
rubble in 15 seconds by the masters of the on-screen explosions. 
Jerry Bruckheimer and Michael Bay leveled the $40M house 
with 50K gallons of fuel, explosives and detonation devices. 
 

In the film The Comedian, Robert 
DeNiro plays a washed up comic vying 
for a comeback tour. Production scouted 
for months and found PBC’s sunny 
climate a storyline-worthy sharp contrast 
to the scenes filmed in New York. Yacht 
scenes with Harvey Keitel were shot in Delray Beach, the 
Seagate Manor condos got a close-up, and the Palm Beach 
County Convention Center served as a meet-and-greet 
autograph scene with DeNiro. Find film-friendly locations  in the 
Film & Television Commission’s locations database here. 

 FILM FLASHBACK: SWIPED 

     Filmmaker and entertainment lawyer Ann Fishman wrote, produced and directed SWIPED in Palm Beach County 
in the summer of 2016. The film features established acting stars George Hamilton, Kristen Johnston and Leigh Al-
lyn Baker, as well as newcomers Nathan Gamble and Noah Centineo. The plot revolves around a college freshman 
with exceptional computer skills who is enlisted by his womanizing roommate to code a dating hook-up app, and unex-
pected consequences result. In writing the script, Fishman drew upon her fascination with coding, having been the own-
er of a software distribution company, her experience as the mother of two millennials, and her own sensibilities as a 
woman who believes that young women are harmed by the hook-up app phenomenon. Watch the trailer on YouTube. 
The film originally screened on Netflix and is currently on Prime Video. 

     Palm Beach Gardens High School (PBGHS) students from 
the Television & Film Production Magnet Program once again 
participated in the annual Florida Scholastic Press Association 
(FSPA) fall workshop. Founded in 1946, the FSPA is comprised 
of more than 300 student publications, online media teams and 
broadcast programs. This year, PBGHS proudly received a total 
of nine awards. 

Student Wren Dathe and his group 
won second place overall for the 
"Opening Ceremony Video,” as part 
of FSPA's district competition. Dathe 
shared, "I’ve been introduced to skills 

and opportunities through this experience that I didn’t have be-
fore. It’s a rigorous industry to be in and it takes a lot of determi-
nation.” Co-Class President Ivana Barrera took home an acco-
lade of excellence for "Deadline Short Film.” When asked about 
her project experience, Barrera said, "It was pretty simple. We 
filmed in about a day and a half and had to film our shots in a 
few different locations. We did a ‘rags to riches’ theme… it was 
really fun.” Instructor Ryan Dockery stated, "One of their big-
gest accomplishments was performing well under pressure. The 
students in our program all want to go to the extra mile – they 
want to learn the skills and get the experience.” 
What’s next? PBGHS students will be participating in the Stu-
dent Television Network (STN) Fall Nationals in December, 
attending the STN National Convention in Long Beach, CA in 
March, and gearing up for The Palm Beaches Student Show-
case of Films in April.   

EDUCATION CORNER  
GARDENS STUDENTS GLOW AT WORKSHOP 


