
 
More than a million Canadians woke up to a plate full of sunshine last 
month thanks to Discover The Palm Beaches. The week-long 
campaign, featured on Breakfast Television, included three-days of 
live packages from establishments throughout Palm Beach County, 
a social media campaign and a giveaway contest where one lucky 
viewer won a trip to The Palm Beaches.  
 

Breakfast Television is Canada’s longest-running morning show and the number one morning 
show in Toronto. According to Rogers Media, the production company behind Breakfast TV, 
viewers wake up every weekday to Hosts Dina Pugliese and Sid Seixeiro delivering “news 
[people] can use in a fulfilled local and national format” with the help of the show’s co-hosts.  

 

Co-host Devo Brown, the show’s sports and entertainment specialist introduced 
the Breakfast TV’s audience to three unique places in 
the County: The Ben Hotel in West Palm Beach, 
Charlie & Joes at Love Street in Jupiter, and the Opal 
Grand Resort in Delray Beach. In addition to the live 
shots from these locations, Devo Brown led a social 

media blitz and giveaway contest that afforded viewers an opportunity to 
win a complimentary four-day, three-night stay at the Hilton West Palm 
Beach. Throughout the campaign, the show’s hosts talked about the 
abundance of beauty found throughout Palm Beach County as well as 
the delicious food that can be found in the region. Later, Clara Yan was 
revealed as the winner of the round-trip giveaway during a live segment. 
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Welcoming the international contest to 
the United States for the second time in 
the competition’s history, the 2022 
International Polo tournament took place 
October 29 – November 6.  
 

Preliminary games were held at Valiente Polo Farm, and the 
semifinals and final competition took place at the National Polo 
Center in Wellington. After capturing the title in Germany in 1989, 
the United States hosted the competition on American soil for the 
second time after a 24-year hiatus.  

Selecting the most talented players to represent the USA team 
on an international stage, the strengths of the US team relies on 
high-quality horses and a prime location featuring world-class 
fields and facilities. Home to the GAUNTLET OF POLO®, 
National Polo Center is the ideal venue to host the final of this 
renowned event, attracting South Florida’s passionate polo and 
equestrian community.  
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BOCA BOWL SCORES BIG FOR PBC 

It’s time for some bowling, and we’re not talking about 10 pins 
and a bowling ball…We’re talking about the annual Boca Bowl. 
This postseason college football classic is slated to kickoff 
at Florida Atlantic University Stadium in Boca Raton on 
Tuesday, December 20.   
 

The Boca Raton Bowl is an NCAA Division 1 sanctioned 
postseason game, that boasts a history of some very 
notable players, including Buffalo Bills Devin Singletary, 
Chicago Bears Anthony Miller, Tennessee Titans Taywan 
Taylor as well as a Philadelphia Eagles Super Bowl 
Champion, Jake Elliott. 

 

The game will be nationally televised 
on ESPN as part of their annual 
Bowl Week, drawing millions of 
viewers! Kickoff is at 7:30 p.m.  
Tickets are on sale now! Learn more 
at roofclaimbocaratonbowl.com.    
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The Armory Art Center is offering an 
introductory course on post-production 
techniques utilizing Adobe Premiere Pro 
beginning Wednesday, January 4, from 6:00 
to 9:00 p.m. and running through February 22.  

 

Students will learn to master organization, 
basic editing, color correction, titling, effects, 
and other elements of Creative Suite. In 
addition to skills development in Adobe 

Premiere Pro, students will also learn the fundamentals of 
editing techniques as they apply them to narrative films, social 
media, and promotional materials. Filmmaker, educator, and 
past Burt Reynold’s Scholarship winner 
Ruby Hernandez is teaching the class 
and will cover continuity, montage, 
parallel editing, and techniques such as 
the Kuleshov effect.   

 

LOCALS PREMIERE FILMS AT FLIFF 

COFFEE, CULTURE AND COSTUMES –LATIN STYLE  

VIDEO EDITING CLASSES AT THE ARMORY 

 A bright and beautiful celebration 
recently took place at The Square in 
downtown West Palm Beach. Crowds 
gathered to celebrate Diwali, India’s most 
important festival of the year, honoring 
Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth. Rohi's 
Readery and The Square teamed up for the event, promoting 
inclusiveness and diversity. The traditional Diwali festival of 
lights includes flower necklaces, Indian delicacies, henna 
designs and lots of dancing! 
 

ABC’s Localish was there to capture all the vivid colors and 
vibrant music! Localish is a lifestyle network owned by ABC, part 
of Walt Disney Television. Their 24/7 channel streams on Hulu 
Live, and reaches an audience of 17+ million households and 21 
million social followers across its platforms. The Square is a 
popular and film-friendly spot in The Palm Beaches. In recent 
months, it has drawn interest from dozens of production 
companies, as varied as The Miami City Ballet to Viacom-CBS.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

INDIAN TRADITION LIGHTS UP THE SQUARE 

THE STORY OF WHITEHALL MUSEUM 

This season, Flagler Museum’s fall 
exhibit, running until the end of the year, 
t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  W h i t e h a l l .  
Celebrating 120 years, Henry Flagler’s 
Gilded Age estate - Whitehall is 
recognized as a one-of-a-kind private dwelling and received the 
distinction of a National Historic Landmark. Originally built as a 
wedding gift for his wife, Henry & Mary Flagler used this estate 
as a winter escape, long before Palm Beach was a town, 
establishing what we know, today, as “season” in Palm Beach. 
Since that time, the 75-room, 100,000 square-foot mansion, 
has been transformed to a club, hotel and currently, a museum. 
On the PBTV Watch Party series, available on YouTube, you 
can get an inside look at the fully restored Whitehall, which has 
over 100,000 yearly visitors. Watch America’s First Resort 
Destination by visiting thepalmbeaches.tv to learn more about 
Henry Flagler and his contributions to Palm Beach County. 

The brand new “Latin Style” episode On the Town in The Palm Beaches with Frank Licari 
features great Cuban coffee, Mexican paletas (ice cream), an up-close and inside look at 
Rocco’s Tacos favorite margarita recipe, a Brazilian dancer who designs exquisite Carnivale 
costumes and so much more. Fans of the show attended the advanced screening at The Box 
Fine Art Gallery in West Palm Beach and were treated to Latin food delights as well as a 
behind-the-scenes Q&A session with Frank and the show’s producers. The Latin Style episode 
will premiere on The Palm Beaches TV later this month after it’s initial airings on South Florida 
PBS. Up next for the On the Town crew: Around the World in The Palm Beaches-- a look at 
European and Asian culture as it comes to life right here in Palm Beach County . 

    The stars were out for the 2022 Fort 
Lauderdale International Film Festi-
val (FLIFF). Perhaps shining brightest 
was Palm Beach County resident 
Theodore Melfi,whose new film Amer-
ican Dreamer was chosen to open the 
festival. The dark comedy stars Peter 
Dinklage, Shirley MacLaine, Matt 
Dillon and  Danny Glover, to name a few. 
Another star was featured at FLIFF, with a documentary written 
and directed by On the Town in The Palm Beaches’ host,  
Frank Licari. His film Ice, Ice Baby, Vanilla Ice, Hip Hop’s 
First Global Number 1 reveals secrets and truths behind Rob 
Van Winkle, aka Vanilla Ice. Both Vanilla Ice and Ted Melfi are 
well known in PBC, and were among the many celebrity pre-
senters at last year’s Student Showcase of Films. The SSOF 
is the cornerstone of the education outreach initiative of the 
Palm Beach County Film and Television Commission.  

Frank Licari, Suzanne Neidland, 
Sean and Michelle Hillery,  

Elaine & AJ Jordat 



Gary Davis and Chocolate Star 
Entertainment is no stranger to the film 
industry in Palm Beach County. For his 
newest film, he used a cast of local 
talent, including Nicely Jean aka Taxman 
America, Sherrah Hill and Courtney Miller 
as Saki, to tell this action-filled story.  
 

Saki was filmed entirely in The Palm Beaches, and is the story 
of a temptress who uses seduction and allure to get everything 
she wants and sparing no one in her pursuit. In a battle for the 
biological serum of love, money and power, Saki is an 
entertaining adventure. Davis and his team premiered the film 
at Movies at Wellington in October. Movies at Wellington is a 
staple in the community as a family owned an operated 
business and willing to partner with local filmmakers and 
production teams to showcase their body of work. Look out for 
more film animation and comics starring Saki and others in 
2023 from Gary and the Chocolate Star team. 
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 Imagine scuba diving right next to the biggest shark you’ve even seen, or getting up-close and personal with some manta rays…  
it actually happens in The Palm Beaches and the new Scuba Nation program: Big Animal Action offers living proof. Airing on The Palm 
Beaches TV, Host Billy Catoggio talks about the thrill of this kind of adrenaline diving and why The Palm Beaches are the best place to 
come to find this kind of Big Animal Action.  But diving isn’t all about the thrills—it’s also about giving back.  

That’s the subject of another new Scuba Nation show coming to The Palm Beaches TV: Diving with a 
Purpose. On this program Billy and his crew highlight how anyone – even those with physical challenges 
– can enjoy diving and experience the underwater magic that is a part of every Scuba Nation program.  

 

 

DIVING FOR THE THRILL AND THE PURPOSE 

HISTORY OF WORLD-CLASS SHOPPING   Sean Hannity hosted an 
event at The Kings Academy 
recently that put Florida’s 
Governor Ron DeSantis, First 
Lady Casey DeSantis and 
Senators Rick Scott and 
Marco Rubio on stage in 
West Palm Beach for a Town Hall. The Loveland Athletic 
Center was transformed over a 24-hour period from a 
gymnasium to a live-production facility for the nationally 
televised event broadcast on Fox News, with over 30 people 
working non-stop to get the venue ready for an audience of local 
Republicans along with staff and family members of the school.   
Known for his provocative style, Sean Hannity is the longest 
running host in cable news history with over 25 years with Fox 
News Channel , which has been the number one network in 
basic cable for the past six years and the most-watched news 
channel for more than 20 consecutive years, currently attracting 
more than 50% of the cable news viewing audience according to 
Nielsen Media Research.    

FOCUS ON FILM 

SEAN HANNITY HOSTS TOWN HALL IN WPB 

  Famed traveler Burt Wolf 
highlights “the good life” on his 
Travels and Traditions series that 
airs on PBS stations around the 
country and on The Palm Beaches 
TV.  In his latest episode Burt takes 
on a tradition that for many is unlike any other…shopping!   
 

The Palm Beaches are known for world-class shopping, from 
famed Worth Avenue shops to huge suburban malls, and one-of
-a-kind specialty stores.  We’ve got it all and Burt highlights how 
it all got started. Along the way he takes viewers on a tour of 
some of the best-known places to experience a little “retail 
therapy”. So, travel along with Burt this holiday season.   
You never know what gems you might see hiding right there in 

plain sight, or what shops you 
never even knew existed. It could 
help you find that perfect gift. 

 Virtual reality and gaming engine 
technology has merged into the 
world of production with incredible 
impact, replacing green screens and 
leading the way in high-design art 
visuals that are gaining in popularity. 
The cutting-edge technology has been used to shoot photo real-
istic sets virtually for the hit series Mandalorian and are creating 
new avenues for film and television production. 
LED video walls are the wave of the future and while the costs 
are a significant investment, a few video walls have popped up 
in Palm Beach County. Lynn University was the benefactor of 
a large video wall, making students strong candidates for hire in 
the marketplace. Maltz Jupiter Theatre embraced the new 
technology to enhance performances and blend cinema with live 
performances. Media Zone in Boca Raton offers a virtual event 
studio and is currently building an LED wall. 

SAKI PREMIERES LOCALLY 



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Gregg K. Weiss, Mayor | | Maria Sachs , Vice Mayor  
Maria G. Marino | Dave Kerner | Mack Bernard | Sarah Baxter | Marci Woodward 
Verdenia Baker, County Administrator 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM & TELEVISION COMMISSION 
Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery  

Director of Operations Alberto Jordat | Production Designer Kelly King  
Production Coordinator Kelly Henry | Social Media and Events Developer Vanessa Cadet  

Executive Administrator Andrea Castro 

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT     
CHRISTMAS IN PALM BEACH COUNTY 
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EDUCATION CORNER  
KOP MENTORING NETWORK 

     South Florida is the hot spot of the nation for the holiday 
season every year and we have our own way of celebrating, 
without the cold and the snow!  Downtown West Palm Beach 
celebrates Holiday In Paradise on the 
waterfront each year with Sandi, the 
world’s only 700-ton tree sculpted of sand 
and standing 35-feet tall, surrounded by 
palm trees that are strung with lights. This 
year, Sandi will be joined by Ferris which 
will bring a new point of view to the scene.  
At 65-feet tall, the Ferris wheel will provide new and exciting 

angles for productions to utilize while 
adding another attraction for people to 
enjoy. Clematis Street joins in on the 
fun and gets completely dressed up for 
the holidays from Quadrille to Flagler 
Ave. with trees wrapped in festive lights.  
 

There are two annual Boat Parades in the 
County, with Jupiter’s getting underway 
on December 3, bringing boats of all 
shapes and sizes and levels of decoration 
into the intracoastal waterway for a bright 
night of festivities. Meanwhile, a little 
further south, another festive flotilla gets 
underway December 9 at the Boynton Harbor Marina and 
travels south to Delray Beach. Every municipality in the County 
has a celebration of some sort with tree lighting ceremonies, 
light shows and Santa sightings across the region. Check out 
the 2022 Guide to Festivities and Merriment in The Palm 
Beaches for more ways to celebrate.  

 FLASHBACK FEATURE: MARLEY & ME 

Fourteen years ago, Marley & Me premiered the day before Christmas, warming millions of hearts as it claimed the prize 
for top-dog during the robust holiday weekend at the box office.  This family-friendly favorite, starring Owen Wilson and 
Jennifer Aniston, based on the best-selling book by former Sun Sentinel columnist John Grogan was filmed across South 
Florida in 2007. Palm Beach County gets its close-up as John Grogan’s character (played by Wilson) is driving across the 
Flagler Memorial Bridge with his unruly and lovable Labrador “Marley” in the passenger’s seat. Production crews spent 
two months filming throughout our region, infusing more than $10M into the local business community.  

    C. Ron Allen, a Pulitzer Prize nominated journalist, noticed a 
lack of life preparation for children in certain  
demographics through his work. That birthed the 
idea for Knowledge, Opportunity and Prosperi-
ty (KOP) Mentoring Network, a non-profit that 
caters to the professional and personal needs of 
each mentee. KOP is a character building, men-
torship and gang prevention program for youth 
ages 7 to 17 in Palm Beach County.  
 
 

 

Through their programs, children are 
exposed to multiple industries, receiv-
ing training while attending workshops 
and networking with professionals in 
aviation, government, health, media, 
music and more. Recently, Film Com-
missioner Michelle Hillery joined KOP 
mentees for the groups vlog series.  

 

KOP created digital platforms focused on bettering minority 
communities with weekly Community Conversations to bring 
awareness to changes in their communities. My Health Matters, 
engaging with families about African American Health and BSU 
Speaks, created for meaningful conversations with Black Stu-
dent Unions throughout County high schools to provide stu-
dents with a platform to voice opinions and invoke change. Now 
adding an afterschool program, Cason Kids Club at Cason Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Delray 
Beach, KOP continues to prove 
why community is important to 
developing smart and strong youth. 

Contributors: Vanessa Cadet, Andrea Castro, Penelope Douglas, Kelly Henry, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King  
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Michelle Hillery explains her 
role as Film Commissioner 

Sandi Tree 

Clematis Street 

Loggerhead Marina’s boat 
parade entry from 2021 


