
  A star-studded promotional tour for King Richard, a recently 
released biographical drama following the life of Richard Williams, 
father and coach of legendary tennis stars Venus and Serena 
Williams, has made several stops in the Williams’ sisters hometown 
in The Palm Beaches as the film opens to critical acclaim. Will 
Smith’s performance as Richard Williams has garnered positive 
reviews (and a whole lot of Oscar buzz), helped by the support of 
Venus and Serena (serving as Producers on the film) whose early lives and tennis careers are 
portrayed by young actresses Aunjanue Ellis and Saniyya Sidney. 

 
The sisters were joined by Smith in their first joint cover 
in years for Entertainment Weekly, conducted at a 
waterfront mansion in Jupiter. The article describes 
the set as a “fun family affair”, with Serena’s 4-year old 
daughter Olympia and mother Oracene Price (also 
prominently featured in the film) in tow. Smith is 

described as “stirring the pot all the while” with impressions of the Williams family 
at the ready (Source: Entertainment Weekly cover story King’s Court). 

 
Another local legend who plays a major role in the film is hall-of-fame coach Rick 
Macci, played by actor Jon Bernthal, who started his famed tennis academy in 
central Florida before relocating to Delray Beach in the early ‘90s. Now, Macci 
can be found putting in 50 hours per week of private lessons at the Macci 
Tennis Academy in Boca Raton at Burt Aaronson South County Regional 
Park. See more about the film at imdb.com/title/tt9620288. 
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  It’s beginning to look a lot like Bowl 
season in The Palm Beaches! This year’s 
Roofclaim.com Boca Raton Bowl will be 
televised nationally on ESPN while 
simultaneously broadcast on ESPN Radio 
and locally on ESPN 106.3 FM. Last year’s 
game reached more than two million 
households during the live broadcast. The 
eighth edition of this postseason classic will be played at FAU 
Stadium in Boca Raton on Saturday, December 18, kicking off 
at 11:00am. Teams are set to be announced on December 5. 

The bowl expanded their conference 
agreements last year, which opened the game to 
participation from Sun Belt, Mountain West, 
Conference USA, American Athletic Conference 
and the Mid-American Conference—plus 
independents Army and Liberty alternating each 
year. For more information about the event, visit 
roofclaimbocaratonbowl.com.  
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HORSES STRIKE A POSE IN RIVIERA 

      Horses and models sporting US 
Polo Assn. gear were seen trotting 
along the shores of Ocean Reef Park 
in Riviera Beach for a recent fashion 
photoshoot. Sunny skies and breezy 
palms set the scene for the campaign, 
which traveled to several locations 
across The Palm Beaches with equine talent in tow. “It's 
aesthetics, environment, nature—a jurisdiction that's 'film friendly,’ 
said location manager Allan Ramos when asked about choosing 
Ocean Reef Park. WPTV-TV Channel 5 was onsite capturing 
behind-the-scenes footage for an interview about the state of the 

production industry, featuring the Film & 
Television Commission’s own Deputy 
Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery, 
speaking about the impact of local 
production and The Palm Beaches 
Student Showcase of Films opening for 
entries. Watch the story at wptv.com. 

 

FILM FLORIDA PODCAST SEASON 4 

December Guests: 
- State Rep. Linda Chaney 
   (Pinellas County) 
- Meredith Shea, ARRAY 
   (Dir. of Industry Relations) 

Hillery Interview with WPTV 

Smith & Williams Sisters in Jupiter 

Smith On Set 

Rick Macci 

Horses at Ocean Reef 
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  The latest episode of On the Town in 
The Palm Beaches with Frank Licari is a 
special one, featuring businesses and 
community leaders in Palm Beach County’s 
gay community. From restaurants, to a hair 
salon, to an advocacy organization and a historic social bar, 
Licari visits businesses that are the foundation of the 
community. “Just as we’ve highlighted other diverse groups in 
Palm Beach County, it’s a pleasure to highlight business owners 
and leaders in the LGBTQ community. Our hope with this 
episode is to promote messages of inclusion and support, while 
celebrating the unique people to meet and places to visit across 
the county, “says Joyce Belloise, VP of Content and Community 

Partnerships for South Florida PBS. 
The episode is set to air on South 
Florida PBS - December 26 at 
12:30pm on WPBT and December 29 
at 10:30pm on WXEL. Previous 
episodes can be viewed on demand 
at ThePalmBeaches.TV. 

 

  Swift Response LLC is the creator and 
distributor of The Flex Seal® Family of 
Products, which you’re likely familiar with 
thanks to their clever commercials and 
innovative products. The South Florida-based 
company writes and produces advertisements 
at their state-of-the-art facility. Phil Swift, CEO 
and spokesperson, has gained recognition 
worldwide from these commercials. One iconic moment was 
when Swift sawed a boat in half and used their waterproof Flex 
Tape to put it back together. Alexandra Flugel is the 
company’s Director of International Division, overseeing the 
production of their globally recognized advertisements and the 
creative process. “Flex Seal is always innovating, with their 
products and their ads,” said Flugel. A scene from the latest 

commercial was filmed in West Palm Beach 
and featured a GIANT Phil Swift taking on 
massive damage to demonstrate the superior 
coverage of the new larger-sized Flex Max 
products. Learn more at flexsealproducts.com. 

 

OTT FEATURES THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY 

POWERFUL NEW PROGRAMMING ON THE PALM BEACHES TV 

TAKING PRODUCTION TO THE MAX 

  The Norton Museum of 
Art was recently featured on 
the nationally syndicated 
series, Matter of Fact with 
Soledad O’Brien. The show 
highlighted the “Frida Kahlo, 
Diego Riviera and Mexican Modernism” exhibition which runs 
through early February 2022. The segment also included an 
interview with Ghislain d’Humières, director and CEO of the 
museum. “Frida Kahlo, Diego Rivera and Mexican Modernism” 
from the Jacques and Natasha Gelman Collection is the Norton’s 
first large-scale exhibition devoted to Mexican modernism. To 
see the television segment, visit matteroffact.tv. Matter of Fact 
with Soledad O’Brien airs Sundays at 10:00am and 12:00am on 
ABC affiliate WPBF in Palm Beach County. For more information 
on this and other exhibits at the Norton, visit Norton.org. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

 NORTON MUSEUM GOES NATIONAL 

HOW TO: DIVE WITH SHARKS 

 Crawford Entertainment’s 
how to Do florida with Chad 
Crawford features unique and 
exciting destinations across the 
Sunshine State, from fresh water 
springs, to forests, to swamps 
and of course – the deep blue sea that lines our coast. Episode 
5 of Season 11 brings viewers to Riviera Beach, where 
underwater filmmaker Frazier Nivens convinces Chad to go 
diving with sharks. Along the way, they learn more about shark 

conservation and the importance of these 
misunderstood predators. Episodes air on 
Bally Sports Sun network, as well as on 
demand via the Discover Florida 
Channel. Catch episodes highlighting 
adventurous tourism assets across the 
state at discoverfloridachannel.com. 

 
   Production is full swing for a fantastic new lineup of programming to be added to The Palm Beaches TV. 

Returning to complete the fifth season is the signature series On the Town in The Palm Beaches with Frank 
Licari. The newest episodes include profiles on the LGBTQ community, Black Voices Part 2, Caribbean 

American heritage, and another episode dedicated to outdoor adventures. Also 
back is Travels & Traditions with Burt Wolf, where Burt and his son Nicholas 
explore The Palm Beaches and learn how to surf fish, golf, paint and more. 
ScubaNation returns with two new episodes that will feature big animals of the sea 
and dive operators who are diving with a purpose to give back to the community and for research. For more 
family-friendly originally programming, airing over 40 hours of content, visit ThePalmBeaches.TV.  

Travels & Traditions 

Shark Diving in Riviera Beach 

Licari at Nomad 



 More than 20 years ago, Palm 
B e a c h  C o u n t y - b a s e d 
conservationist and diver Jim 
Abernethy discovered the 
affectionate side of large predatory 
sharks after removing a fishing hook from the jaws of a tiger 
shark. Since then, he has removed thousands of hooks from 
sharks and has brought divers to safely encounter these apex 
predators with the goal of destigmatizing the species. Abernethy 
has contributed to multiple productions over his years of work in 
conservationism and awareness, and the latest feature is a 
documentary short from Clayton Conn (BBC Radio) titled Tiger 
(Shark) King. Gorgeous footage of Abernethy’s close 
relationship with famed finned friend “Emma” and other tiger 

sharks shine a light on just how 
misunderstood these majestic 
creatures are. Watch the short 
online at vimeo.com/channels/
staffpicks/607602408. 
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TIGER (SHARK) KING 

THE ART OF FOOD NOW AIRING 

IT’S A 10 FOR SANDI TREE 

   The 41st movie made by local filmmaker 
Gary Davis was recently released at the 
Movies at Wellington during the Wellington 
Film Festival. The sci-fi thriller 2052: The 
Truck Driver makes Mr. Davis America’s No. 
1 “Z Movie” producer. The movie takes place 
in the post-apocalyptic world of 2052 when 
Doctor "C", played by Courtney Miller of 
Delray Beach, tries to control "The Balance of 
Power" by creating Super Soldiers. All 
scenes in the movie were filmed in Palm Beach County with one 
exception—the climactic underwater sequence, which took 

place off the coast of Port St. Lucie, 
by underwater videographer Jason 
Meert. Watch the film at vimeo.com/
ondemand/chocolatestar. 
  

     The latest episode of Art Adventures of The Palm Beaches series, “The Art of Food" airs on South 
Florida PBS - WXEL on Wednesday, December 8 at 5:30pm and WPBT on Thursday, December 9 at 
7:30pm. Art Adventure Guide and Host Shelli Lockhart takes viewers into the kitchens of some of The Palm 
Beaches’ top chefs for a very special behind-the-scenes culinary experience. Everywhere one goes in Palm 
Beach County, there are great restaurants to discover - serving up a tantalizing faire of exciting, delicious 

and nutritious creations. What's on the menu? Art Adventures' viewers will 
visit Elisabetta's Ristorante in West Palm Beach, Oceano Kitchen in Lantana, 
1000 North in Jupiter, DADA The Restaurant in Delray Beach and The Cooper in Palm Beach Gardens. 
For program information visit artadventuresofthepalmbeaches.com. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

41ST MOVIE BY LOCAL FILMMAKER 
   This is a special year for Sandi 

Tree, the world’s only 35-foot 
Christmas tree made of 700 tons of 
sand. In addition to celebrating a 
decade as the star of downtown 
West Palm Beach’s annual holiday 
celebration, Sandi Tree is in the running for USA Today’s 
10Best “Best Holiday Lights Display.” A team of sculptors will 
work around the clock to bring the giant tree to life. Sandi’s 
exquisitely detailed carvings are visible during daylight, but she 
really comes alive in the evening, with lights that are synched to 
music. She has been featured on the series Little Wonders of 

The Palm Beaches, which can be seen on 
demand on ThePalmBeaches.TV. Sandi 
Tree dazzles on the quarter-hour from 
6:00pm-10:00pm through December 30. 
For New Year’s Eve on December 31, 
Sandi Tree shows will run until midnight. 
Cast your vote at 10best.com. 

   The Grand Re-Opening of Movies of 
Delray, owned and operated by Rochelle 
Walters and Glen Gray, featured a red carpet 
reception and special screening of the award
-winning documentary When All That’s Left 
Is Love, an emotionally gripping story of a 
wife’s determination to care for her Alzheimer’s-stricken hus-
band in their home. Producer/Director Eric Gordon filmed the 
documentary throughout South Florida and has taken the film 
across the globe to more than 100 film festivals, garnering over 
50 awards. “It has been an honor to share such an impactful 
story with so many, and it is amazing to watch how people of 
different ages and backgrounds come together over common 
experiences like this,” said Gordon. Event guests included local 
film industry professionals and film lovers alike, celebrating the 

re-opening of the beloved theater 
while raising awareness for Alzhei-
mer's and Dementia, including a 
charity “Brain Bowl” led by Attor-
ney Pam Polani. See more about 
the documentary and its impact at 
whenallthatsleftislove.com. 

MOVIES THAT RAISE AWARENESS 

Movies of Delray Red Carpet 

Gary Davis 

Host Shelli Lockhart 



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Robert S. Weinroth, Mayor | Gregg K. Weiss, Vice Mayor 
Maria G Marino | Dave Kerner | Maria Sachs | Melissa McKinlay | Mack Bernard 
Verdenia Baker, County Administrator 
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM & TELEVISION COMMISSION 
Film Commissioner Chuck Elderd | Deputy Film Commissioner & Director of Finance Michelle Hillery  

Director of Operations & Production Christy Andreoni | Director of Development & Marketing Phyllis Man 

PR & New Marketing Strategist Lauren Tobin | Locations & Creative Marketing Specialist Kelly King | Sr. Office Administrator Alberto Jordat  

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT 
INTERNATIONAL LOCATION “CHEATS” 

 * Co-Editors: Phyllis Man and Christy Tricoli  *Assistant Editor: Kelly King  |  To be included in this newsletter please call 561.233.1000  or email  Ctricoli@pbfilm.com 

EDUCATION CORNER  
GARDENS STUDENTS SHINE FOR FSPA 

    Not only is Palm Beach County the largest in the state with 
over 2,000 square miles, but it also doubles for locations around 
the world, from African Plains and Asian Gardens to angles that 
read European and neighborhoods that steal the scene. The 
diversity of Palm Beach County is one of our best assets. 

 

Lion Country Safari is the country’s 
first cageless zoo and spans 600 acres. 
The expert animal handlers will work 
with productions that need a wild and 
wonderful backdrop of zebras, giraffes, 
rhinoceros, flamingoes and more that 
are ready for their closeup. 

 

For productions that require natural vibes, 
the Morikami Museum and Japanese 
Gardens is a great fit. The scene is 
serene with sprawling greenery and long 
sightlines within an array of vignettes 
including lakes, pine forest, bamboo 
grove, waterfall, rock gardens and an 
authentic waterfront Japanese tea house and lakeside terraces 
all found within the 200 acre property.  

 

Rosemary Square in West Palm Beach 
is full of history and puts its best foot 
forward with an eclectic mix of West 
Mediterranean, Venetian and modern 
contemporary. Tall and graceful Medjool 
date palms are on the east side of the 
Harriett Himmel Theater, with a row of 

oak trees on the west side. See more at pbfilm.com/locations. 

  Students from the Palm Beach Gardens 
High School (PBGHS) Television & Film 
Production Magnet Program recently 
competed in the 2021 Florida Scholastic 
Press Association (FSPA) workshop at 
Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton. 
The FSPA’s primary aim is to educate, train 
and support scholastic journalists and their advisers. It is 
comprised of more than 300 student publications, online media 
teams and broadcast programs throughout the state.  

 
Three students from PBGHS 
won awards for their hard work, 
including “Excellent” for Coleen 

McFarlane for a hand-drawn illustration, “Honorable Mention” for 
Kaylee Elliis-Milic for a hand-drawn illustration, and “Honorable 
Mention” for Paul Brunache, Marcellino Reyes, & Brent Engle for a 
snack review video. “FSPA did a nice job organizing some great 
industry-related workshops for the students, from short filmmaking 
to news reporting and writing,” said Ryan Dockery, Film & TV 
Instructor at PBGHS.  
  
PBGHS plans on competing in the 
Student Television Network Virtual 
National Convention (STN) in Long 
Beach, California in February 2022, as 
well as the FSPA State Convention 
in Orlando in April 2022. “The sky is the limit for these students 
and we are so proud to see them shine in these conferences,” 
Dockery added. Follow their program on twitter @pbghstv and 
view their videos at youtube.com/pbghstvfilm. 

 FLASHBACK FEATURE: THE LAST MARSHAL 

  Boca Raton resident and former stunt man Mike Kirton brought The Last Marshal to Palm Beach County in 1999. The 
story follows a foul-mouthed Texas lawman hellbent on bringing justice to a gang of Narcos who escape his jail and head 
out to Miami. A variety of location “cheats” were shot all throughout The Palm Beaches, such as Texas terrain filmed in 
Wellington, a Texas mission where henchmen hold hostages was actually the First United Methodist Church near the 
Kravis Center, and scenes featuring Miami Police headquarters were shot at the offices of real estate developers Renais-
sance Partners in West Palm Beach. Production even drove a car on the Lake Worth Pier for one of the film’s pivotal 
action sequences. Learn more about The Last Marshal at imdb.com/title/tt0168035. 

Co-Editors: Christy Andreoni & Phyllis Man, Assistant Editor: Kelly King, Contributors: Alberto Jordat, Lauren Tobin 
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Giraffe waiting for their cue 

Morikami Dry Garden 

Rosemary Square 


