
   
    PALM ROYALE’S VINTAGE VIBES 

     The Lifetime channel show Military Makeover with Montel 
recently wrapped a transformative project that was permitted by 
the Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission. Over 
seven days, co-hosts Montel Williams and Art Edmonds, 
designer Jennifer Bertrand and their teams renovated the 
Lake Worth Beach home of retired Marine Corps Staff Sgt. 
Matthew Kruspe and his wife Letoria. The production team, 
totaling an estimated 17 personnel per day, reported 140 hotel 
nights for the out-of-town crew and talent, with four local crew 
members contributing to the production. The production not only 
focused on the intricate details of the home renovation but also 
captured breathtaking drone shots of Lake 
Worth Beach and aerial street overviews 
around The Palm Beaches. Purple Heart 
Homes, an organization dedicated to aiding 
veterans, partnered with Military Makeover with 
Montel to make the project possible. You can 
watch the episode here. 

  It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, with The Palm Beaches on full 
display. This after the newest holiday rom-com, Christmas Overtime, 
strikes national and international distribution deals at this year’s Cannes 
Film Market and Festival in France. Produced by Night Dove Pictures, 
the film was shot throughout Palm Beach County during the 2022 holiday 
season. It tells the story of an unemployed actress who tries to escape the 
holidays but is offered a commercial by a lonely advertising executive on the 
condition she convinces his Christmas-loving team to finish an ad campaign 
on Christmas Eve. Scenes were primarily shot in downtown West Palm 
Beach and will feature holiday attractions like the 700-ton Sandi Holiday 
Tree and the festive fountains at the Nancy M. Graham Centennial Square while showcasing 
the annual Holiday Boat Parade in Jupiter. Additional scenes filmed along Flagler Drive, 
WPB’s waterfront and in the city of Lake Worth Beach add to the magical backdrops.  
 

The Palm Beach County Film & Television Commission 
(FTC) played Santa’s helper by securing many of the film’s 
iconic locations, coordinating off-duty police details, issuing 
permits and ensuring a smooth production process. Director 
Ann Fishman said, “It was such a great experience [working 
with the FTC]… they did so much for the production.” In the 
spirit of community, the FTC also organized a special set visit 

for local leaders, including West Palm Beach Mayor Keith James and Palm Beach County 
Commissioner Gregg Weiss. This experience offered industry stakeholders a first-hand 
glimpse at some of the filmmaking happening right in their backyard. Get in the holiday spirit 
early and watch the trailer here. 

      CHRISTMAS OVERTIME BRINGS THE PALM BEACHES TO CANNES IN THIS ISSUE  
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FAU FOOTBALL ON NATIONAL TV 

     The Florida Atlantic University Owls 
football team will receive national television 
coverage for four home games this fall, 
bringing the excitement of college football 
from Boca Raton to viewers nationwide. 
The Owls' nationally televised games kick off on September 7, 
when they face Army West Point on CBS Sports Network.  
 
On September 14, FAU will battle Florida International 
University, with the game broadcast on ESPN+. The Owls will 
take on the Wagner on September 28, which will also air on 
ESPN+. The coverage will conclude with an exciting showdown 
against the University of South Florida Bulls on November 1, 
broadcast on ESPN2. Bumpers are sure to highlight FAU’s 
picturesque 850-acre campus, Boca Raton’s exquisite beaches 
and the Mizner Park shopping district.  

LAKE WORTH BEACH LANDS ON LIFETIME 
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 The FTC is set to participate in the Florida Governor’s 
Conference on Tourism, being held August 28-30 in Tampa. 
The conference is one of Visit Florida’s annual signature 

events that brings together close to 1,000 
tourism industry pros to network and learn 
about the latest trends in the tourism 
industry. The event will feature dozens of 
speakers and breakout sessions, with the 

ultimate goal to drive change and serve Florida’s visitors.  

In 2015, along with the FTC, Film Florida presented 
Hollywood legend Burt Reynolds with the inaugural 
“Legends Tourism Ambassador Award” at the Governor’s 
Conference. Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery presented 
Reynolds with the honor. In 2018, Vanilla Ice—rapper, actor, 
TV host and The Palm Beaches Student Showcase of Films 
supporter and judge, was recognized with the same esteemed 
honor. Read more about this year’s conference here. 

FOCUS ON FILM 

GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON TOURISM 

 Let the daytrips continue! The Season 1 finale of Day Tripping in The Palm Beaches is in post-production and 
slated to premiere on Saturday, August 10, at 6:30 a.m. on WSFL-TV 39 (The CW). The "Delray Beach and Boca 
Raton" episode showcases more top restaurants, activities and attractions using hassle-free, sustainable travel 

methods. Host Cindy Hing shares, “I put a lot of thought into what I believe would be amazing, 
realistic daytrip itineraries in The Palm Beaches. I want viewers to be inspired to take our 
advice and go enjoy these experiences for themselves.” The daytrip begins in Delray Beach at 
the Tennis Center for pickleball, then segways with a ride on Freebee to Ramen Lab Eatery 
and Lily's Homemade Ice Cream. The next stop is the Silverball Arcade Museum with the 

day ending with Caribbean cuisine at Bamboo Fire Café. In Boca Raton, Cindy’s itinerary includes a workout at Tremble, lunch at 
Crazy Uncle Mike's and exploring Gumbo Limbo Nature Center. The episode brings viewers along for dinner at Talia's Tuscan Table 
and finishes with bumper cars on ice at Boca Ice. Catch the episode 24/7 on ThePalmBeaches.TV soon after its network premiere. 

On September 5, The Kravis Center 
for Performing Arts will host a live 
concert experience featuring the highly 
anticipated sequel, SPIDER-MAN: 
ACROSS THE SPIDER-VERSE. The 
production builds on the success of the 
sold-out global shows of the first Oscar-
winning Spider-Man animated Spider-
Verse film. Miles Morales returns as the 
friendly neighborhood Spider-Man.  
 
This upcoming spectacle will showcase the movie on a colossal 
HD screen, complimented by a diverse ensemble of musicians 
and instrumentalists performing the film’s iconic score and 
soundtrack live. The Spider-Verse films are very popular, thanks 
in part to their moving soundtracks that blend orchestral and 
electronic elements with scratch DJ techniques. Tickets start at 
$35. For more information, click here.  

 KRAVIS HOSTS SPIDER-MAN IN CONCERT 

 Two Palm Beach County men are among 
the contestants vying for the heart of Miami 
resident Jenn Tran on the current season of 
ABC's The Bachelorette, which premiered 

July 8: John Mitchell, a 25-
year-old from Delray Beach, 
and Brian Autz, a 33-year-
old from Boynton Beach. If one or both men 
progress in the competition, The Palm 
Beaches is sure to be featured in any episodes 
that spotlight the contestants’ hometowns. 
Mitchell is a former Florida Atlantic University 
football player and is currently in medical 
school aspiring to become a surgeon. Autz, a 

New York native, works as a territory manager for Merz 
Aesthetics. The local community, and the world, are watching to 
see how our hometown stars fare in the competition. Watch the 
season trailer and learn more about the PBC bachelors here.  

LOCALS COMPETE FOR BACHELORETTE 

 NEW EPISODE OF DAY TRIPPING IN THE PALM BEACHES EXPLORES DELRAY AND BOCA 

      Do you work in production and have a 561 area code? Or 
work so often in The Palm Beaches that it’s like a second 
home? We’re calling all industry professionals who do work in 
Palm Beach County and the entire state of Florida — from 
entertainment attorneys to boom operators and Steadicam 
operators — to elevate their professional profiles and networks 
by getting listed on these four production guides. Join these 
directories to increase your visibility and open doors.  
 
F l o r i d a C o m m e r c e 
provides a comprehensive 
directory for Florida 
p ro fess i ona ls ,  wh i l e 
ProductionHUB offers a vast network of industry leaders 
nationwide. FilMiami caters specifically to South Florida, 
ensuring talents are highlighted in this bustling region. ARRAY 
Crew, with its commitment to diversity and inclusion, provides 
an excellent platform for reaching a wide audience. The FTC 
website is the one-stop shop for all production resources.  

CALLING PRODUCTION PROS: GET LISTED 
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  Join the Palm Beach County Film and Television Commission and host Theo Dorsey for our PBTV 
Watch Party series every Tuesday at noon on YouTube. This month’s lineup is full of engaging episodes, 
highlighting the best of Palm Beach County (PBC). On August 6, dive into the “Spotlight on Pets in 
Paradise," with hosts Ana Espinosa and Denise Sawyer as they discover the amenities that make The 
Palm Beaches a dog lover's haven. On August 13, swing into "National Golf Month" with a glimpse at the 
world-class courses that make PBC Florida’s Golf Capital. Co-hosted by Tonya Davis Johnson—Exec. Director of PBC’s Office of 
Equal Business Opportunity, the August 20 episode is dedicated to "Black Businesses in The Palm Beaches” and showcases the 
diverse, thriving entrepreneurial spirit within the community. On August 27, don't miss the Season 5 celebration of "Passport to The 
Palm Beaches” with host Jacqueline Journey. Follow the FTC on socials (Facebook, Instagram and Twitter) and subscribe to our 
YouTube channel—be sure to turn on notifications to get alerts for each new episode!  

 THE PALM BEACHES TV WATCH PARTY EPISODE LINEUP FOR MONTH OF AUGUST 

FOCUS ON FILM 

 THE KING’S ACADEMY SUMMER PROJECT 

   Studio 70, an award-winning film production company run 
entirely by teachers and students of The King's Academy, a 
private Christian school in West Palm Beach recently filmed 
their annual summer project titled Iron Dusk in Palm Beach 
County. The full-length feature is a medieval tale of 
swashbuckling, romance, and heroism, and local actor Dean 
Cain plays a lead role. With support from the FTC, the school 

successfully secured permits to film 
at Riverbend Park, Mounts 
Botanical Garden, and Woodlawn 
Cemetery. At Studio 70, students 

learn all aspects of filmmaking, including scriptwriting, 
storyboarding, camera work, direction, acting, editing and 
graphic arts. The FTC is proud to support educational initiatives 
that equip young talents to become successful professionals in 
the dynamic world of film and TV. Iron Dusk will premiere at 
Regal Cinemas in Royal Palm Beach on December 13, 2024. 
For ticket info., visit TKAFineArts.net.  

NEW! KIDS QUEST IN THE PALM BEACHES 

     There’s a new show in the works, geared just 
for kids! Produced by AA Video and approved by 
the FTC’s Sponsorship & Development 
Program, Kids Quest in The Palm Beaches will 
feature the many kid-friendly attractions and eco-
activities in Palm Beach County – from Jupiter to 
Boca Raton, to the western communities. The show aims to 
encourage curiosity, a love for nature, and appreciation for local 
culture among young viewers. Producer Jeff Aderman says, 

"Creating a kids' TV show is like stepping into a 
world of endless imagination… seeing the joy 
on children's faces makes it all worth it." Ten-

year-old newcomer Isaac Nelson hosts the show and says, "I 
can't wait to explore all the cool things to do in The Palm 
Beaches! Fishing, natural areas, parks, and lots of animal 
adventures make Palm Beach County a kid's paradise." Stay 
tuned to ThePalmBeaches.TV to catch Kids Quest on demand 
after the three-part series premieres on Destination America. 

      FAU is leveraging cutting-edge tech-
nology to revolutionize political research. 
Their PolCom Lab and market research 
firm Mainstreet Research are utilizing 
the university’s LED Volume Wall and In-
Camera Virtual Production (ICVFX) technology to enhance their 
studies, allowing researchers to create virtual environments, and 
providing a unique platform for political simulations.  

Leading the charge are FAU’s Dr. Luzmarina Garcia and Dr. 
Kevin Wagner, whose findings have garnered attention from 
major media outlets like Newsmax, Florida Politics, and the 
Sun Sentinel, highlighting the impact of this advanced technolo-
gy on political communication and behavior studies. The LED 
Volume Wall, a large-scale display of LED panels, works with 
ICVFX technology to create realistic virtual settings. This setup 
enables researchers to conduct experiments in controlled, yet 
lifelike environments. FAU's adoption of these technologies sig-
nifies a significant step forward in political research.  

FAU’S LED WALL FEATURED GLOBALLY 

  Local legend Serena Williams brought her iconic presence 
to one of the most prestigious nights in sports when she hosted 
the 2024 ESPY Awards on July 11. Held at the Dolby Theater 
in Los Angeles, California, the 32nd annual award ceremony 
was broadcasted by ABC and honored the top athletes and 
sport performances of the year. 
Watch the highlights here. 

A proud resident of Jupiter, Williams 
has filmed many of her print and TV 
endorsements in the area. She 
starred in Remy Martin’s “Inch By 
Inch” Super Bowl commercial, with scenes filmed locally. She 
was also featured in Lincoln's “Letting Go” campaign, utilizing 
the picturesque settings of her hometown. These commercials 
not only showcase her versatility as an iconic athlete and 
spokesperson but also the beauty of The Palm Beaches.  

 SERENA WILLIAMS HOSTED THE ESPYS 
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FOCUS ON FILM 

PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 

Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery | Director of Operations Alberto Jordat  
Marketing Manager Brianna Moles | Production Designer Kelly King |  

Social Media & Events Developer Josh Hyber  
Production Coordinators Brandon Perry and Matthew Mazzamaro 

Administrative Assistant Angie Crocitto 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Mayor Maria Sachs | Vice Mayor Maria G. Marino 
Commissioners Michael Barnett | Mack Bernard | Sarah Baxter | Marci Woodward | Gregg K. Weiss  
County Administrator Verdenia Baker  

BOCA RESIDENT WINS TOP AWARD  
FOR DOG DOCUMENTARY 

Contributors: Angie Crocitto, Josh Hyber, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King, Matthew Mazzamaro, Brianna Moles, Brandon Perry   

To have your production included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000 

      Local creative Jo Jo Harder, 
a resident of Boca Raton, 
received the International New 
York Film Festival Diamond 
Globe Award for Best Short 
Documentary on June 28 for her 
documentary "Dogs Make a 
Difference." This retrospective 
film highlights “America's Top Dog Models” who have positively 
impacted people's lives. Harder says, "The afterglow of winning 
this award will be with me for a lifetime!"  
 
The documentary, spanning from 2007 to 2021, features videos 
of contest winners and finalists, capturing their roles in various 
events, interviews and private visits. With themes like "Angel 
Paws," "Helping Paws," and "Meet the Paw-liticians," the 52-
minute film offers an engaging look into the lives of these 

remarkable dogs and their owners.  
 
Written, produced and directed by 
Harder, the documentary was screened 
live during the INYFF red carpet event 
at the historic Cappa Theater in 
Jamestown, New York, and streamed 
worldwide, celebrating the unique bond 
between humans and their canine 
companions. Harder’s “America’s Dog 
Top Model” YouTube channel has 
become popular as well. 

 

    An odd title for an award-winning film about secrets, loneliness and the spaces between people that keep them apart, 
Happiness is structured episodically as it follows key events in the lives of three New Jersey sisters, their parents in 
Florida, their loved ones, neighbors and acquaintances. Directed by Todd Solondz, who is known for exposing the dark 
side of suburban life in America, the Florida crew included production manager Elaine Keratsis, location manager Fabio 
Arber and hair stylist Cyndi Boyar. The crew shot scenes in a real estate office, a luxury condominium community and a 
golf course in Boca Raton over two days in August 1997, completing seven pages of dialogue. The film was shot on a 
$2M budget and grossed just under $3M when released in 1998. Watch the trailer here.  

    Video coverage from this year’s Palm 
Beaches Student Showcase of Films 
(SSOF) - which took place in April at the 
Maltz Jupiter Theater in Jupiter, Florida, 
including red carpet interview clips with finalists, community 
leaders, celebrities and VIPs, can be now viewed on SSOF’s 

social media pages! This coverage 
was produced in partnership with 
WFLX FOX 29’s South Florida Daily, 
PBC-TV Channel 20, and What’s 
Poppin’ PBC?’s Kitty Lundan. Also 
check out the event recap video 

produced by Armando Aybar of Driven Media and be sure to 
watch PBC-TV’s 90-minute recap 
on our YouTube channel, featuring 
highlights from the live award show, 
including each individual award 
presentation and the spectacular 
opening film and dance number with Frank Licari. 
 
The FTC will soon be announcing the big date for the 30th 
annual SSOF! Get ready to celebrate three decades of student 
film excellence! This milestone celebration promises to be a 
spectacular showcase of young talent and cinematic creativity. 
Prepare your short films and digital media projects because the 
call for entries will be announced this fall. For more on the 
event, visit our website. Stay up to date on all things SSOF by 
following on Facebook @StudentShowcaseOfFilms, on 
Instagram @StudentFilmsFL and on X @StudentFilmsFL. 

EDUCATION CORNER  
RELIVE THE BEST MOMENTS OF SSOF 2024 

FILM FLASHBACK — HAPPINESS 


