
      Nat Geo’s new show, When Sharks Attack 360, 
built a cutting-edge VFX shark lab in The Palm Beaches 
to investigate the reasons behind shark attacks on 
humans. The research team is led by Dr. Stephen 
Kajiura, a professor at Florida Atlantic University in 
Boca Raton who gained widespread recognition after the 
premiere of this jaw-dropping show that aired during 
SharkFest, summer’s must-sea TV event -entertaining and educating audiences about these 
fascinating creatures and their interactions with humans. 
   

Throughout the six-episode series, Dr. Kajiura and his team conduct research and hunt for clues 
off the waters of Palm Beach County, showcasing our pristine ocean, coastline and intracoastal 
waterways. Much of the show also takes place in the visual effects lab, where experts analyze 
data and get up-close-and-personal with massive 3D holographic sharks. It’s important to note 
that none of the shark attacks the team investigates took place in The Palm Beaches.  
 

When Sharks Attack 360 premiered on National Geographic last month and is now streaming on 
Disney + and Hulu.  In addition, a SharkFest collection page is available on the Nat Geo TV 
App and ABC App, containing content that also features Dr. Kajiura and other FAU scientists. 
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     Brace yourself as Palm Beach 
County's very own Vanilla Ice teams up 
with the talented Sophie Monk to battle 
hordes of zombies on a nail-biting flight 
from Sydney to Los Angeles. This thrilling 
film is a wild concoction of horror, comedy, and non-stop action 
that you absolutely cannot miss!  
 

Zombie Plane brings together two unlikely heroes who must face 
their fears head-on to save themselves and the other 
passengers from a terrifying new zombie strain. Vanilla Ice a.k.a. 
Rob Van Winkle showcases his acting chops in this high-stakes 
survival story. Meanwhile, Sophie Monk, the Australian actress 
known for her charm and wit, adds an extra dose of excitement 
to the mix. 
 

Be sure to check out the video for an exclusive look behind the 
scenes of this soon to be cult classic with none other than 
Vanilla Ice himself! 

VANILLA ICE ON ZOMBIE PLANE  FILM FLORIDA’S NEW BOARD  

    Film Florida, the chief marketing and 
legislative advocate for the state’s 
entertainment production industry, presents its 
Board of Directors for 2023-2024! Palm Beach 
County Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery served as its 
president from 2014 to 2016 and continues to serve on the Board. 
Meanwhile, Broward County Film Commissioner Sandy 
Lighterman, who has served the organization in leadership roles 
for 10 years, has been tapped to lead the organization. Immediate 
past president, Gail Morgan, expressed support for Sandy, noting 
“…her vision, enthusiasm, and tenacity will continue to show the 
far-reaching benefits our industry has on Florida including creating 
jobs, spurring economic development and enhancing tourism.” 
Film Florida also recognizes student filmmakers by awarding 
$12,500 in grants and scholarships; $1,000 for the Sara Fuller 
Scholarship is presented annually at The Palm Beaches 
Student Showcase of Films. A complete list of Film Florida’s 
board members can be found on their website.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9L05g9QbdVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9L05g9QbdVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9L05g9QbdVY
:%20https:/filmflorida.org/board-directors/
pbfilm.com
thepalbeaches.tv
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The 11th annual L-DUB Film Festival in Lake 
Worth Beach takes place September 22-24, at 
the Lake Worth Playhouse. With the deadline 
to submit fast approaching, September 1 is the 
last day for submissions, as the festival is 
seeking exciting new features, documentaries 
and narratives, music videos, animations, and 
experimental works to screen for the audience 
over the course of the three-day event.  
 

The L-DUB film festival takes pride in promoting local 
filmmakers by showcasing their work with the goal of bringing 
together movie lovers and movie makers alike to share ideas 
and their passion for the industry. Awards for this year’s festival 
will include Best Feature, Best Short, and Best Student Film, 
with more awards and prizes to be announced. There are no 
topic or length limitations for submissions, however student 
submissions will require a valid ID. Click here to submit a 
project and find out more about the L-DUB film festival.  

FOCUS ON FILM 

L-DUB FILM FEST DEADLINE APPROACHES 

 Wanna know where to find a great local breakfast and who makes the best coffee? Or perhaps you need an 

invigorating Yoga class or want to support a Black-owned business? Get the insiders connection to the very 

best local spots and a whole lot more by watching the upcoming PBTV watch parties on YouTube or 

Facebook, every Tuesday at noon. Hosted by local sports celebrity Theo Dorsey each PBTV Watch Party 

highlights segments from shows on ThePalmBeaches.TV— with programming designed to give you the insiders 

view about fantastic experiences you can enjoy in The Palm Beaches. But here’s a little secret, as good as the 

PBTV Watch Parties are, now they’re about to get even better for visitors and locals alike, stay tuned!! 

  With summer in full swing, college football 

season looms largely around the corner and with 

that in mind, we look ahead at the 2023 televised 

schedule for the FAU Owls. Two home games 

slated to start the season will be featured on ESPN+.  

The Owls kick off the season at home 

on September 2 against Monmouth, 

followed by a September 9 matchup against Ohio. With offsea-

son changes that include the transition from Conference USA 

to the American Athletic Conference (AAC), FAU looks to 

start strong and establish themselves as a threat to new oppo-

nents. One season removed from a 5-7 record; the Owls are 

hoping to make a name for themselves this year in the AAC 

and jump out to an early lead in the conference. To catch all 

the action live from Boca Raton this season, be sure to tune 

into ESPN+ on September 2 and September 9.  

  FAU OWLS KICK OFF SEASON ON ESPN JACKRABBIT HOMESTEAD MOVIE 

   Kimberlea Kressel, a graduate of 
Dreyfoos School of the Arts, has spent 
her adult years as a writer, producer and 
now a director. Although she now resides in 
Los Angeles, California, she has remained 
close friends with other classmates from 
Dreyfoos and credits these relationships as 
the foundation of a seamless creative process.  
 

Recently, a small group of these friends, including other South 
Florida residents, collaborated to bring her short film and 
psychological thriller, Jackrabbit Homestead, to life - marking 
Kimberlea’s debut as a director. The film tells the story of a 
woman battling grief and forgiveness as she struggles to bury 
her past and create a new future after losing her wife. After 
privately raising 76% of the funds needed to complete this 
project, Kimberlea is seeking the support of her community to 
raise the remaining funds for post-production costs.  
To support this film, visit www.indiegogo.com/projects/jackrabbit
-homestead-a-short-film#/ for more information. 

Lights! Camera! Stunts! At the Palm 
Beach County Film & Television 
Commission, we’re here to help bring 
action-packed scenes to life in the 
most thrilling and safe way possible. 
Our dedicated permitting team assists 
productions with securing the necessary permissions for stunts 
and special effects throughout The Palm Beaches. 
 

Safety is our top priority, and we work closely with production 
crews to ensure all necessary requirements are met to make the 
creative vision a reality. Whether it's jaw-dropping fight 
sequences, mesmerizing mechanical effects, or heart-pounding 
vehicular stunts, we've got you covered! Each production is 
unique, and that is why we give each production personal 
service. Unsure about which category your request falls under? 
No worries, the permitting team works closely with production 
companies to ensure the process goes smoothly. Click here to 
learn more about Stunts and Special Effects in The Palm 
Beaches.  

STUNTS AND SPECIAL EFFECTS IN PBC 

 BEST OF PALM BEACH COUNTY ON PBTV WATCH PARTIES 

https://www.pbfilm.com/film-festival-in-palm-beach-county.
https://www.pbfilm.com/film-festival-in-palm-beach-county.
http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/jackrabbit-homestead-a-short-film#/
http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/jackrabbit-homestead-a-short-film#/
https://www.pbfilm.com/stunts-and-special-effects
https://www.pbfilm.com/stunts-and-special-effects
https://www.pbfilm.com/stunts-and-special-effects
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 One of the County’s most unique tools to inspire experiences, eco-tourism and backdrops  

in the region is The Palm Beaches TV. The channel is now showing across six screens at PBI Airport 

in the baggage claim area. It’s also streaming at the PBC Convention Center, the Cultural Council 

for Palm Beach County and at the Downtown West Palm Beach Visitor’s Center on Datura Street. 

Select hotels also stream the channel in guest rooms. Check out PBTV on Free TV, Roku or stream it 

directly from ThePalmBeaches.TV and let the channel become a virtual guide for you to explore and 

share all that Palm Beach County has to offer. 

 
WATCH PBTV ONLINE, ON ROKU AND IN PUBLIC SPACES 

 Two-time Grammy nominated recording artist 
Jamie Floyd’s SAD SUMMER music video is 
worth checking out! Directed by Tyndall 
Dickinson, 2023 recipient of the Burt Reynolds 
Scholarship from The Palm Beaches Student 
Showcase of Films, the music video was 
crafted entirely by students of G-Star School of the Arts in the 
Village of Palm Springs.  

 

West Palm Beach native Jamie Floyd 
joined forces with her former arts teacher, 
Larry Decarmine and a team of G-Star 
students in July and filmed scenes in 
Studio B and on the rocks in Boynton 

Beach near Ocean Inlet Park. Led by Tyndall Dickinson, the 
students produced a high-quality professional level music video 
that was created entirely in Palm Beach County. Check out the 
result of this special collaboration, watch Jamie Floyd - Sad 
Summer (Music Video) - YouTube 

FOCUS ON FILM 

JAMIE FLOYD MUSIC VIDEO FILMED IN PBC 

FL OFFICE OF FILM AND ENTERTAINMENT 

          In light of recent changes, the Florida Office of Film and 
Entertainment (OFE) reassures all stakeholders of the state’s 
entertainment production industry that their commitment to sup-
porting a vibrant creative sector remains steadfast.  

 

Effective July 1, 2023, certain 
services offered by OFE  transitioned to the newly created  
Florida Department of Commerce. To that effect, industry pro-
fessionals will continue to receive prompt assistance from the 
dedicated team at OFE. Moreover, the Division of Economic 
Development within FloridaCommerce will continue adminis-
tering the Entertainment Industry Sales Tax Exemption pro-
gram. Qualified production companies producing motion pic-
tures, made for television motion pictures, television series, com-
mercial advertising, music videos, or sound recordings in Florida 
may be eligible. Some of the qualified expenditures include 
equipment, studio space, and location fees. To learn more or 
apply for the sales tax exemption, click here. 

FTC PRODUCES VIDEO FOR LGMI  

     The Palm Beach County Film and Television 
Commission recently produced a virtual FAM 
tour video featuring different areas of the County 
for the Location Manager’s Guild 
International (LMGI). The purpose of the tour is 
to promote all the natural beauty and different 
filming locations Palm Beach County has to offer and familiarize 
producers, designers, location managers, and filmmakers 
around the world to come to Palm Beach County to film their 
next project. 
 

The video can be found on the FTC’s YouTube channel and 
gives great insight to the reasons why the County is truly a one-
of-a-kind destination with more to offer than year-round ideal 
weather conditions and beautiful sandy beaches. Florida 
remains a desirable filming and travel destination and the FAM 
tour serves as a tour guide. Click here to watch the FTC’s 
virtual FAM Tour,  and see what The Palm Beaches have to 
offer filmmakers. 

Mora Junior Etienne, a Haitian 
immigrant, and 20 year resident of the 
County is the mastermind behind the 
new movie Maswife 2 which held a 
promotional event recently at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel in West Palm Beach. 
 

After receiving amazing feedback from peers and industry 
professionals for the first installment in December 2021, Mora 
decided to create a more cinematic version the second time 
around. It’s been his life goal to bring Haitian culture to the big 
screen and larger markets through streaming services and 
Maswife 2 is well on its way.  
 

Production took place in several locations throughout The Palm 
Beaches including Veteran’s Park in Royal Palm Beach, and 
locations in Lake Worth Beach and Boca Raton. The film 
premiered in March at the Boca Marriott to a full house and 
continues to receive rave reviews. Mora continues to fulfill his 
dream to bring Haiti to international film success. 

 MASWIFE FILM FEATURES HAITIAN LIFE 

Thepalmbeaches.tv 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uFlfySd0SY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uFlfySd0SY
https://www.pbfilm.com/stateofflorida
https://www.pbfilm.com/stateofflorida
https://www.pbfilm.com/our-mission
https://www.pbfilm.com/our-mission
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PALM BEACH COUNTY FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 

Film Commissioner Michelle Hillery | Director of Operations Alberto Jordat   
Production Designer Kelly King | Social Media and Events Developer Vanessa Cadet 

Production Coordinators Brandon Perry and Matthew Mazzamaro 
Administrative Assistant Angie Crocitto 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Mayor Gregg K. Weiss | Vice Mayor Maria Sachs  
Commissioners Maria G. Marino | Michael Barnett | Mack Bernard | Sarah Baxter | Marci Woodward 
County Administrator Verdenia Baker  

LOCATION SPOTLIGHT     
DOWNTOWN WEST PALM BEACH 

Contributors: Vanessa Cadet, Angie Crocitto, Penelope Douglas, Alberto Jordat, Kelly King, Matthew Mazzamaro, Brandon Perry   

To have your production included in this newsletter, please email ajordat@pbfilm.com or call 561.233.1000 

     The County seat rolls out the red 
carpet to welcome filmmakers and the 
city continues to evolve which ensures 
the backdrops are always new and 
exciting. The active downtown vibe found in West Palm Beach 
offers angles that read big business, waterfront, and small town, 
with options like art, culture, shopping and lifestyle locations too. 
 

Filmmakers appreciate support from city officials concerning 
production and the production value on-location filming offers, 
and business owners enjoy being featured and having their 
establishments recognized.  

 

Recently Night Dove Pictures secured 
several downtown West Palm Beach 
locations for a film along the Flagler 
waterfront, capturing scenes at the 
Centennial Fountain and the semi private 

cocktail lounge Camelot, part of the Subculture Restaurant 
Group that is so pro film, they started a film festival! 
 

Meanwhile, location scouts are looking for 
luxury penthouse options and a feature film 
slated for summer 2024 is searching for film 
friendly Marinas and a streaming service 
project is shooting plates in and around the 
downtown area. 
 

Explore film friendly locations for your upcoming production in the 
FTC’s online searchable locations database. 

 
FILM FLASHBACK: NED VENTURE 

   Skate park hero Ned Venture, along with his brothers and sister, go on a wild adventure after finding a stash of stolen 
diamonds in an abandoned warehouse. When the gang of wise-guy wannabes discover the diamonds are missing, 
things get crazy and the chase gets underway. The production took place during the summer of 2012 and starred three 
local teens from Royal Palm Beach, Stone and Harrison Harward and Trey Ramirez. Production filmed at several 
locations including Abacoa Town Center in Jupiter, Currie Park in WPB and Boynton Beach Oceanfront Park. “The 
film has a message of self-empowerment” said Julie Stone, Executive Producer. The cast and crew  enjoyed a red-
carpet premiere to celebrate the completion of the self-funded independent project. Watch the trailer here. 

      With summer vacations coming to a screeching 
halt, we’re ready to embark on another successful 
school year in Palm Beach County, Florida! Being 
the 10th largest school district in the U.S, including 
more than 60 high schools and colleges, many 
institutions in The Palm Beaches offer students a curriculum 
that fosters film, television, photography, digital media, and oth-
er art programs.  
 

For nearly 30 years, The Palm Beaches 
Student Showcase of Films has recog-
nized these outstanding students in the 
state’s largest juried film competition and 
award show where each year more than 
$20,000 in scholarships and awards are 

presented in the following categories: Documentary, Music Vid-
eo, College & High School Feature/Shorts, Animation, Commer-
cial PSA, Environmental PSA, Screenwriting and Poster Design. 
Schools like AW Dreyfoos School of the Arts, G-Star School 
of the Arts, Palm Beach Gardens Community High School, 
and Seminole Ridge Community High School, provide stu-
dents with hands-on experience to cutting-edge technologies 
and collaborations with local studios and production companies. 
The county’s programs have proven to be instrumental in shap-
ing  careers and the future of the industry by creating a new 
generation of skilled and diverse entertainment professionals 
that will elevate the county's status as a prime destination for 
film and television production. Visit our website to learn more 
about our local collegiate schools and programs. 

EDUCATION CORNER  
LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACADEMIA 

https://www.pbfilm.com/locations
https://www.pbfilm.com/locations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NebsUDNqMCM
https://www.pbfilm.com/ssof
https://www.pbfilm.com/ssof
https://www.pbfilm.com/pbc-filmtv-programs

